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Just vhy many Catholles lack enthusiasm and gonulne interest in spreadling the falth

is a problem, Ignorance of the content of faith 1s a partial answer, no¥ the whole
ansvwer, Cartalnly it 1s not decesuse we have nothing to sell that meny of va are clagel-
fled as poor salesmen. We have tho truth, the whols truth, and we know it.

Plug XTI recently addrepged the final meoting of the World Congress of the Iay Apoe=
tolate and exhorted the Grthollc lalty to contribute with sll its strength to the
Church's sffortas to overthrow petty barriers and to bring about & frank reconciliation
and fraternal union zmong the peoples of the world,

If "pep without purpose is piffle," so 14 ’ptxrpaee without psp. The Tirst requisite
for any Catholic %o spraad the falth 18 "pep*~-gall 1s zeal or enthusiasm, 1f you will,
If he doesn't possess it, he won't do much about abaring his faith, partioularly 1f
this requireyg sacrifliess, or putti.ng himgelf ou%, one way or another. A hurning roal
1sn't neceamsary elther %o do somgthine, It dssanlt take a collsge education or Ton or the

enthusiasm of Saint Panl 40 pars om 2 peuphlot o leave 1t in a rallroad station or
hua torminal,

Be;fore ynu exc:misa a c:mcious aenthuslaem for spresding the faith you need ag fuel
for your ‘nep” wgll-defined convictions about the Faitd., If you hope to convinge your
kid brother about the valuwe of sarly rising o Bad Bolter be an oarly riser yoursslf,
or your harangues will be aeg thin ag a thread, Just about as strong, and will suppom *
no heavy arguments, \

~ Non-Catholics are not meved By "protenders” who domn't 1live thelr faith, DPretenders

don't give a hang whether outelders are coning or geolng., Zeal for the falth muet be
born of 1iving it right here and now. You won't live 1t with enthusisem unless you

have deep oconvichions why you shounld,

Furthermore, you won't sultivate these deep convickiens 1L yem are preoccupied with
distractions that divert your attention away from sharing the faith, If you have niore
time for dates and dences than you have for slabomting your knowledge of the faith,
if you are more canvioced about & good Job than you are about goodness, 1T you have
more cents for nonsense than e sense of charity, i1f you Iindulge more In bull spssiond
than in prayer #essions, , . then you are preocccupled, not necesearily with The wrong
things, but not with the right things elther,

God demands Intelligent and generous cooperation with His cholce graces. Hg does Hism
beat work with you when he finds you often at prayer, and when he knows you are taking
yourgelf in hand, mmking yourself undergo a rigorous spiritual training in self-denlal
and in the practice of virtue, Self-denial la the characteristlic of those who follow
Christ, becangs "the slgn of the Chrietlan 1s the sign of the Croes,”

Saint Paul pute 1t blontly: “Whesoever are led by the Splrit of God, they are ths mone
of God, If you live acoording %¢ the flesh, you shall die. But If by the Spirlt you
mortify the needs of the flesh, you shall live."

Furthermors, thers 18 no melf-denial that calle lteelf (hrigblan which does not begin
firat- of all with a generous acceptance and fnlfillment of the ordipary dutles of

one B atata m 1ife, For the estudent this means STUDY, If he can't do this, what God
emandg, he'll be called out at first base because he faliled to touch up.
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