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From the commonts pleked up about 'Neaéay’a uilam, which publishod our Bishop's

requeat that all Catholios gign the pladg@ cattha I.ogtm of Daconcy, we gather that

some students saw the ploture anyway (STREETC ~ ERIRE) . flma remark about “B"
plctures 1 vorthy of peeudo camiwbion: ”Ih’a & lota baloney"

The Bulletin does not think that this represanta the attitute of most Notre Deme st
dants, We have our own opinion of the common saenge of the vast majority, This opine
ion 18 eonffirmed by experience., You pop off often enough, and you have the old Notre
Dame custom of griping about the Food and ¥alking out ¢f your hat, but it ia ocur crn-
viction that when the chips aye down you have a lot of slumbering loyalty for the
Church and what the Church stanis for that will be converted into action~-ae far ss
movie mowality i conceimmed in thie particular sasa~-whan you once get the idea that
“B" pletures, though not pcondemned in toto, a;m morally an immsult to your faith,

For the yeat of you vho pusy Artak rotegut b0 make sure it 1s not poisonous liguor,
- or eat toad sbopls to make surs you &« not esting mushrooms, or go to "BY and "O

movies o aee for yoardelf what's wrong with them-~we bave no further quarrel. We
leave you %o God, who alone can Judge your dispoeitions, who alone kniowe the mscret
{erotic) motivaa in your heart, who alone can dimeern whethsr ;3 practice you oan
aivarm ary fronm morality, |

No one 18 bound Lo teke the lezion of Meconcy piadom, anymoyre than ope is bound ta‘
take a pledge ngninet the abuse of iwtoxieating liqnm. But if all Catholics had
ungquestioning falith in the teaching authority of the Church and usited their loyal
efforts to opoperate with what the Bishops arxe ng to Ao in lssuing warnings a~ |
gninst abuses 1n movie productions, then we would hiave pmsm:l, effootive sanctiovn,

Warnings ave no nere thap means of ealling amantim Yo certaln dangers, ‘J.'hay are

not 18 themselves capable of preventing anyome incurring the danger warnmed against.

And vhile the object of the legion of Deaamy 15 » tbviously, to arouse = sense of

caution in all, particularly in thoss who might otherwise not knov that any danger
exists, 1t would be Ffolly to preaums that such an cblectilon of the Legion of Decency

- can ever hope for more than a ressomable measuye of sucesss. Human nature is 1like thet-
~aven at Notre Dame vhere in some cases a crowbar vould be much more effactiva,
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Thers 1s no apostolic #piris in the type of mmmmw which is fostared by the
~ “mortal ein complex.® To settle matters of consclence, 1t 18 neceasary, of couxee,
to know what sing are mortal and what sins are venial. XKnowing that ome particular
action Is not mortally sinful 1g no gart blanche that the action itmelf is okmy, A
ain 1s 2 ain, and o8 sipg 1g to be avmié.ad, T A venial sin is =n offence agalnet God,

If you love yqur aweatheart you are not so gtupld in your courting that you ogly avoid
dimpleasing her mexriowsly. If you love her you aim to plaasure her in big ways ag
well as in smll, To neglect venlal discourtesiss, of oourge, la less important than
to negleot mortal diacourtesies, The lover aima alvayas to pleass his loved one,

What about God Who 48 love 1%aelf? By the Ist Commendment we are to love Him above

all things, What kind of 100% love 1s this that mays to inflmite Majemty: “How

muoh can I drink before T commit a mortal sin? . o How faxr can I go with a girl He~
fore I commit mortal sin? . . How late canp T ooms to Sunday Msss before I misw & grave
part of Mean? . . o How blg muat my lle be Bafore 4t 1a gravely ainful, , . How much
cheating amounts %o grave matter? . . . When 4ven the petty thievery of ice cream in ap,
lee ocream machine add up o grave maktar? . . . And 8o on,

A merkeman alming at a distant targed always atmm hidh. Alm such Lo ssve your soul,




