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A fter Saul f e l l  from h is  horse along the road to  Damascus where he was h u stlin g  to 
b rin g  back the C h ris tian s in  chains, Our lo rd  spoke ab rup tly , asked why th is  perse- 
cu t ion* "Who a r t  thou , Lord?" answered the blinded Saul, "I am Jesus Whom thou 
p e rse c u te s t, . , I t  i s  hard fo r  thee to  kick aga in st the goad*"

A c a l l  to  the p riesthood  is  s eldom given as i t  was to  Saul. There are  unusual 
circum stances, though, occasional g races, in which the urge fo r the re lig io u s  l i f e  
and the pr die sthood has been born , The los s of a mother, fa th e r or (3 lose f r ie n d , a 
s t i r r in g  sermon on death and judgment, a close c a l l  w ith sudden death--such circum-
stan ces , which we c a l l  "occasional graces", are ex trao rd inary , not ordinary ways from 
which za, vocation develops, A llro f - sudden vocation Impulses need te s t in g  o u t.

O rd inarily  th e  des i r e  to  become a re lig io u s  or a p r ie s t  i s  the f r u i t  of a good Cath­
o l ic  l i f e  --an  honest, is incere e f fo r t  to  do God' s w ill  each day as each day comes a - 
lo n g . The q u a lif  ic a tio n s  may be put simply enough: the desire  to  serve God and work
fo r  "tile sa lv a tio n  of so u ls ; the  necessary m ental, moral and p ayslea l f ib re s s ; f in a l ly ,  
acceptance by an e c c le s ia s t lc a l  superio r.

The choice made is  no t between a l i f e  o f s in  and a  l i f e  of v ir tu e ; not between los - 
ing your soul and saving i t ;  not between Satan and God. You d o n 't have to  hate women 
and ch ild ren  and fam ily l i f e  * You d o n 't  have to  hate anything th a t  i s  good. A ll 
goodness comes from God, The choice you w ill make is  between something good and some- 
th in g  b e t t e r . The f a c t  th a t  you may experience si strong a t tra c tio n  fo r  fam ily l i f e  
doe;is not In  i t s e l f  n u l l i f y  an au then tic  vocational grace, I f  i t  proves anything, i t  
only proves you are a  normal human being.

Our Lord could be saying to  you what lie sa id  to  the  r ic h  young man who had kept (ill.
the commandments from h is  youth : " If  thou w ilt be p e rfe c t, go s e l l  what thou hast and
give to  the  poor, and come follow  Me."

The notion o f s a c r if ic e  understood in  regard to  a  re lig io u s  vocation means giving up 
something good fo r something b e t te r - - fo r  God: The r ig h t to  possess and to  use what you
possesals, by the vow of poverty ; the r ig h t  to  marry, by the  vow of ch a s tity ; the r ig h t  
to  do your.own w i l l , by the vow of obedience. For th is  exchange, si hundredfold in 
th is  l i f e , e te rn a l l i f e  h e re a f te r .

Looking Before Or A fte r .
 .  r . l. -

Admit th a t  the s a c r if ic e s  en ta iled  in  "renouncing everything” are r e a l .  Why over­
emphasize what you w il l  give up? De-emphasize t h i s , and emphasize what you w il l  ac ­
quire , what you gain . A young lady leaves her fam ily to  marry. But what, young couple 
planning marriage dwell upon VHat or whom they leav e . They are by f a r  more concerned 
about what they w ill  gain as husband and w ife , as mother and f a th e r .

900 Out Of 1200.

A c irc u la r  ad v ertiz in g  the pamphlet "What Shall I  Be" s ta te s  th a t the re su lts  of a 
survey conducted in  a  large Midwestern diocese to  find  out what Catholic young men 
and women thought about re lig io u s  vocations was s ta r t l in g .  Over 900 Catholic youth-- 
out of 1200 questioned—adm itted having thought a t  times of becoming p r ie s ts ,  b ro thers 
or s i s te r s .  . . R esults from re lig io u s  surveys of Hotre Dame students showed ap­
proxim ately the same percen tage. Reasons given fo r  refusing  to  consider taking fu rth e r  
steps varied  from " I found a good g ir l"  to  "I'm  not good enough." I f  e ith e r Saul or 
Augu. tin e  had refused  God's c a l l  because he w asn 't "good enough" the Church would not 
now oe praying to  Paul and Augustine as canonized sa in ts  and bishops.


