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The rebel angels had no second chance» Pride and its expression "I will not serve11 
damned Lucifer and his followers. Adam and Eve fell, too, bat each had a second 
chance, and many more. There's a mystery in this as there are untold mysteries in 
God, But above all Bis works the Mercy of God is revealed in Bis treatment of sin
ner s , in Bis Pass ion and Death on the Cross, in Bis Redemption of the human race.
Chr 1st spec if ically stated that lie; had come to call sinners to repentance. Be tells 
iis the healthy do not need a physician. When Peter asked Bim bow many times we should 
for give our brother, Christ said, "Not seven time s, but seventy times seven time s."
If this is true of fraternal forgiveness, how much more so is it true of divine for
giveness , It makes no difference what the past has been, nor how many falls, defeats, 
failures and relapses there we may have had. The forgiveness of the prodigal son who 
repents is as realistic today sis; it was true in the time of Christ.
God's pardon is always available. The father of the prodigal son had forgiveness 
always available in his heart--but it was conditional. The errant son must first 
change his disposition, leave his haunts of sin, and ask to be forgiven.
A warning is contained in Our Lord's use of sheep and swine * As the Good Shepherd 
He seeks His lost sheep, but on one occasion when He cast out devils from a man He 
recast them into swine. „ ."When a sheep fails into a mud puddle, it tries to get out 
and bleats for rescue;" when a pig falls in, it grunts, relaxes, and stays there.

Virtue, Passivity?

Innocence does not necessarily mean virtuousness. We speak of an innocent child, 
but a virtuous man, A required virtue is an active quality of the soul, not passive.
A virtuous man is a triumphant man, and he has to triumph over something. He is one 
who has conquered temptation, not one who has never been tempted,

Timid per8ons are isometimes considered to be virtuous, whereas in fact they are afraid 
to do anything wrong, Timidity may be a form of pride or cowardice. Many timid 
people are cons idered good people, when "really they have not enough courage to do 
either a very good or a very evil act of any kind. "

Character has been defined as "life dominated by principles»" To dominate means to 
control. It Implies two courses of action, one good, the other bad. One is chosen 
in preference to the other in spite of opposition— or temptation.

A Christ -like character is one whose life is dominated by the principles of conduct 
given to us Ik)]/- Ohrist, Christ * s principles are chosen, they dominate, but not with
out opposition from the world, the flesh or the devil himself,

Character in the sense: we w e  talking about does not depend on a. lack of energy to do 
wrong; "it requires the uae of great energy in doing right when wrong solicits us,"
whether it acts against the moral pressure of a mob or the more genteel pressure of 
a friend.

As camuf/.,; h&s said it i8 not the energy crimin&ls use in (3Inning that is wrong--it 
is the misuse of that energy. If the energy and boldness it take8 to critici%e others 
were used to criticize self and to uproot parsonal faults, the world would become
better, because we always make the world better by making ourselves better,
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