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S im p lify in g  C atholicism .

There i s  no e f f o r t  b e in g  made t h a t  we know o f to  s im p lify  r e l ig io n  w ith in  th e  C atho lic  
Church, The answers to  the  Catechism  a re  simply enough# as f a r  as answers go. For 
th e  r e a l  C atho lic  r e l ig io n  i s  a  way o f l i f e .  I t  i s  as im possible to  s im p lify  r e -  
l ig io n  as i t  i s  to  s im p lify  l i f e .

Ro one y e t has b e t te r e d  the  sim ple catechism  answer th a t  t e l l s  us why Cod made usf We 
were c re a te d  to  know, love and serve God in  th is  l i f e  and to  he happy w ith Him fo r ­
ever i n  th e  n ex t.

Knowledge alone of th e  e n t i r e  co n ten t o f  re v e la tio n  i s  no t "the  one th in g  necessary .*  
There are  sen io rs  as w e ll as ju n io rs  who have on reco rd  "good grades" in  r e l ig io n .
But f o r  them as fo r  th e  sophomores and freshmen th e  C atho lic  r e l ig io n  is  a  LIFE TO BB 
LIVED. And i t  was C h r is t  Who s a id :  I  AM THE LIFE.

N otre Dame w i l l  have g raduates le av in g  th e  campus in  June who w il l  have lea rn ed  a 
l o t  about C h r is t ,  j u s t  a s  th ey  w i l l  %### lea rn ed  as much about any o ther h i s to r i c a l
f ig u r e .

D aily  Mass. . , d a i ly  Communion. .  . th e  G ro tto . ,  . A doration . . . Our Lady on the  
Golden Dome. * ,  Good s o c ia l  c o n ta c ts . ,  , Contact w ith  C ath o lic  c u ltu re . » , a l l  
t h i s  w il l  have l e f t  some men f l a t . What Notre Dame has here  and what Notre Dame stands 
fo r  w i l l  f a l l  to  convince o th e r s .

But in  d ea lin g  w ith  th e  form ing o f  consciences expect on ly  p a r t i a l  success. Our 
B lessed  Lord f a i le d  t o  convince th e  P h a risees  and c e r ta in  s in n e rs . They saw Him work 
m ira c le s—saw "the "'Glind se e , th e  dead a g a in , th e  loaves and f is h e s  m u ltip lie d — 
b u t they  d id  no t b e l ie v e .  •

Christ, to ld  those who watched th e  r e s u r re c tio n  of Lazarus th a t  some of them would no t 
b e lie v e , th o u #  one ro se  d a i ly  from th e  dead. What i s  t ru e  then i s  tru e  now—even 
a t  Notre Dame. As a m atter o f f a c t ,  th e re  are th o se  who haven’t  been touched or 
changed much by exposure to  C atho lic  in f lu e n c e , sacram ental o r o therw ise . These, same 
persons who r e s i s t  d iv in e  g race  the  l a s t  few weeks of t h e i r  sen io r year a re  u su a lly  
th e  very  ones'who have r e s i s t e d  d iv in e  g race  since  th e i r  freshman y ea r. There are 
j u s t  a s  e g o t i s t i c a l  now as th e y  were th e n . But th e re  has been some change--they  have 
changed from being s tu p id  e g o t i s t s  in to  c lev e r e g o tis ts  1

The Church I s  Roman But Not E xclu sive ly  L a tin .
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We o f the  L a tin  r i t e  tend  to  be p ro v in c ia l  and th in k  o f th e  Church as  being only  
L a tin . But the  C a th o lic  Church embraces th e  Greek, R uthenian . Armenian, S lav on ic ,
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M alabar, and o th er r i t e s  as w e ll as th e  L a tin . This d iv e r s i ty  does n e t d e t r a c t  from 
th e  u n ity  o f  the  Church—r a th e r , i t  enhances the beauty  o f h e r  L itu rgy .

In  f a i t h  and morals th e  C atho lic  Church i s  the same a l l  over the  w orld. But in  the 
l i t u r g i c a l  exp ression  o f her f a i t h  she has many r i t e s  and cerem onies. In  our own 
coun try  a lo n e , more th an  one m ill io n  fe llo w  C atho lics express th e i r  C atholic  f a i th  in  
an approved r i t e  o th e r  than  our own L a tin  r i t e .  All th ese  C atho lics  are Roman Gath- 
o l ic s  because they  acknowledge th e  supremacy o f th e  Pope, th e  Bishop of Rome,

S aturday  morning a t  9 :30 in  Sacred H eart Church, you w i l l  have th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  w it­
n e ss in g  and p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th e  S a c r if ic e  o f th e  Mass accord ing  to  the  Byzantine 
S lavonic R ite .  The C eleb ran t w i l l  be th e  Very Rev. Alexander Pnpp, Dean of th e  Chi- 
eage a rea  o f  the  P ittsb u rg h  Diocese o f  th e  Byzantine Slavonic R ite , The Mass w il l  be 
sung by chorus of 100 mixed v o ic e s .


