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The Contemporary SCpne.,

Out of Chicego, last week, came some caustic comments on American schools, on
educators, and on contemporary life in general, including the religious ase-
pects. All in all, thinks the author, Dean Bell, the schools are doing an ir-
responsibly shoddy job. "They refuse to drill in word and nurber. They nege
lect discipline because it is disci’line, and ignore the wisdom of the past."
But the older schools, "fouﬁﬁLd'&nd,runAby Chrlstians, encouraged and imparted
Christian spiritual entrustments and Christian morals. Today, they cannot
1egallyﬁbe taught..,"”

Of the American denominational church, he says: "It is the promotor of a ree
spectable minor art, charming if it'happens to appeal to you; but its only
moral function is to bless whatever the multitude at the noment regards as
the American way of life." Indeed, "to most of its adherents the Church has
become a substitute for God ~-- a place for socials, and smokers, and innu-
merable Gcod Causes," v =

Of our nation itself, Dean Bell continues: "Ours is a nation of new rich people,
well washed, and all dressed up, rather pwthetlcally unsure just whaet it is
washed and,dressed up for..."” '

Maybe We're Old-Fashioned.

Here at Notre Dame we haven't moved along so fast with progressive educators

- that we have lost continuity with the past. Souwe of you might Pe willing to

" testify that we persist in retaining certain disciplines, and certain religious
implicatlons that are a fundamental part of genuine education., And, not being
unduly impressed by the tinsel and the trappings of some of our er;tlcs, we
give every indjcation of hanginv on stubbornly for a 1Q§g ttm& to come,

Along'W1th,Bishog Fulton Sheen, and Milton Berle, we are content to use old
material. We could be shy on plumbing, but not on principles.

And the,posihion becomes all the firmer as we lock about us and note the confusion
of the disciples of the new order. After much experimentation In progressive idealo-
gles that “"liberate" the mind from the old shackles, it is revealinz to discover
these same disciples, now somewhat abashed, hustling back to set up businegs a2t

the old stand.

What's more important, you don't acquire Christian culture by simply snuffing -
sprig of 1vy.

Prayers Reguested.

Deceased: Mother of Father Branigan, €.8.C.; mother of Johy Recdy, C.8.C.; aunt

of Father Leo R. Ward, C.S.C.; Sister Lawrcnece, C,5.C.; brother of Brother Gabriel,
C.5.C,; quher of B%other Clement, C.35.C.; Eric Lord, frieand of Dick Rogers of
Dillon Fa-7, (%®orea);

Ill: i&ul - ox Lim Dowdle of St, Bdward's hell (critieal); Father Delaungy, C.5.C.;
father of }mbdu Wn. Rebinson, C.8.C.; grendrother of Tor Kineclle, of Zahm holl;
Eynon Dunn, Brother-in-law of Dick MeCarthy, '40; Wi. Day, friend of Jin Vachris

of Cavenaugh Hall; grandmother of Bill Fliek of Dillen Hull (dying),

Token by mistake from dining hall last Saturday -- 2 snede Jacket., Please return to
dining hnll.



