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Prepering For Christuas,

George Dernard Shaw, the cyniecal author -- Irish as to birth; lefthander as
to the Falth -- didn't get much cut of Christmas. To him the recurring
Jjoyinl event was nothing more than "a conspiracy of shopxeepers.”

To us, Christras is still a day of wonder. Withcout it the Christian re 1 ion
would be Little more than cne religion among others. Beacause of the Ino-
cernution, ho *@ver, Christianity is unique. It is the Incarnation that palkes
the difference, The c coning of God in humon flesh is the greatest fact in
the histcry of the world. This, and this alone, makes the Feast of Christ-
mas. It should be o great day for all the children of Ged. |

It would be a sad commontary on our sense of values, if we igncred the
external signs that express oux intericr Joy and faith in the returning
viracle of Christmas. This is what happened in I n*l%nb in the early 17th
century, when the Faith ¢ wmmad, and the light of laushter went out of people's
eyes. The Reforwers abasndoned the celebrution almost entively, Bub in léhﬁ
many sensed their loss, and there appeared in London thie declaration: |

e ny man or wmmaﬂ,;.that can glve any knowleflse, or tell any
tidings, of an old, old, very old gray-bearded gentlomon
ealled Christmas, who was wont to be a<verie fomilisr ghest,
‘and visite all surts of pecple both pore and rich, and used
to appear in glit tmrmng gold, and silk, and silvar‘in the

Court and in all shapes in the T qatm¢ in Whitehall, ond

had ringing feasts, and Jollitie n all plan@a, batn in the

eitie and countr"m, for his mmﬂm. == Whogoever can tel
vhat is become of h;%, mr wnﬂrﬂ h& may be founl, L@t‘hiﬁ

bring him back againe into Englund.”

Christn Isyé,,ﬁamadf%a..

that we have been born intoc two worlds; one will last forever; the cther
will diseppear altogether. The Church doesn't relish the sight of your
striking a phoney bargzin, buying golduri: cks, or coming up to the evening
of life empty-handed., .nd so, she uses the thﬁnbs of this world to remind
you of the beauty of ouwr lasting home. ALl the externsls connected with
the Peast have a spiritual significance, 2nl an assceiction with the Christ
Child. She rerinds you, these days, that Christmas is o hanpy veont -- one
that should basing you peace of mind and hoart. The shepheris and the angels
Tound it thus: so should you.

Without the Christ Child Christmas can b 1ittle more than what Gueorgs
Bernnpd  Shaw saw in 1t «- & conspirocy of shopboeopers,  Withoat the Chilld
v, toe, will lose all sunsc wi values; you will forset thet there is 4
much brightor world of realitics than this flecting worild -0 suadews in which
we Live, and grope, and got lost.
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The Liturgy for the Third Sunday of dwvent striles the seme hanpy note with
thee Introit's words of St. Paul to the Thilirpicns: "R ise in the Loy
apnin I sy ho you, rojodec. .t The reas ar bersiise _ur Swiour ia i .
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