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This Is Catholic Press Month

February is annually sct asice as the month which focuses your attention on

the part nlayed by the Jrinted word in the spread of the Faith., The apostelate
of the pross is bearing rich fruits in making the Church and its Jdoctrines bet-
ter unlerstocd -~ not only amonyg Catiolies, but cmgng those outside th. Faith.

Here's A Perfect Examplc,

Last October, John Coiley wrote an article,"What Is A Catholic?" for Look

Magezine (20 millicn rmaAeru)g He did o &mst@rful job on 24 questions that any
non-Catholic misht well ask about our Faith., It was re-printed in Reader's E1~a@t
(55 millicn readers). Nbviously sany millions of imoricans read his answers o B
quzstions abhout a religlion that bhas s many puzzling aspects to those on the
outside locking in at us, Now, the Axf.mwr;% is bringiag it out in pamphlet form
for future consumphicon,

Remcmber, John Cogley is a laysen on the staff of Commonwesl, So was Thomas

Merten a loywan when he wrote The Beven Storey Mountain, 5S¢ 1s Henry Morton
Rovinson (The Cordinai), So is James M. O'Neill (Catholicism snd jmcrlcan Freedom)
Wwhe cl othered Paul Rlanchard so thoroughly after the latber? s'ﬂtguwnt te vmlx*y
the Church in America. Here are Cothelic loymen, writing of the Faith in a way
that captivates the imsgination of the Sserican resding public. m’ﬁy did & shin-
ing service to the Church by using their pens in a gloricus apostolate,

What Are ¥ou Doing

Den't ever think that pricsts have a monopoly on preaching the Faith, Indeed,
there is = vast segment of inerica tn“g avolds elerical contact as it wouwld the
plague, But this sanmz crswa wmll nct shy asway frow a layman; rather, it will
devcour a secular trestment of the sawe subject watter. Only you will ever come
into contact with many of thwse minds, Often it is given e you te provide the
authoritative naterial for their consumption. You should mow what to say to
them -~ and what meteriasl te give then,

Can you give o reasonzble acccunt of the Faith that is in yo ? Your Cathcolie
Press is conptinually striving to Zeep you well informed, e you reading Catholi
rericdicals 72 They will cnable you to diseuss current qu;stlﬂns intellig=ntly.
are you aware that your clear, laglieal doelineation of the Cathelic Paith will
prove peints for reecsptive minds that woudn't be caught dead in the shadow of

n rectory? There could We good reason for your never becoiing o writer -- but
thers's little excuse for yrur not bein: a reader, and thus ancther cpostle, Your
Lenten activitics wisht well include th reading of Cathoclie literature.
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