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The First Miracle At Lourdes

Louis Bourriette was a poor stonecutter who lived in the village of Lourdes,
in Southern France. While at work in one of the marble guarries of that dis-
trict, his right eye was half crushed by a chip of stone. For twenty ycars
he suffered bllndnb ss in that eye. Medical science could do nothing to res-
tore Bourrietts's vision,

When this good man learned of the supernatural events taking place at the rrot-
tc in Lourdes, he sent his dauthter to hring somz of the water which flowed
from the mirnculous fountain that had sprung up near the cave. Bourriette,
after making the sisn of the Cross, took a little of the wator and rubbed his
affeeted wye. His vision returned instuntly. He continued to pray and rib

the eye with the water, and very soon all objects became clearly visible to hiwn.
"Tmpossible!'" c¢ried Bourriette's doctlor wham the stonecutter informed him that
the sye was curced. With an air of de fl%n . the eminent physicisn sald, "If
you can read this, I will believe you." Immediately, without hesitation and
with h¢s left eye coverei, Boeurrictte roead thu words: "Bourrictte hus an in-
curable amaurcsis and he will never recover.” The evideonee was *too convincing.
The doctor admitted supernatural inbervention, He called another doctor o
examine the case; and he, too, called the cure a miracle.

There it is -- and this sort of thing has been going on ever since at this
little mountnin shrine in southern Franoce., Great crowds wiitnesgs these wonders
end great medical minds continue to be vaffled by the things that hoppen o
those who invoke $Hhe intercession of Our Lady.

L4

Cures At Lourdes

Mirscles have gone on at Lourdes from that day until the present hour. But
herc is the significant thing: of the 1200 uTthth&uu& curss that hnve been
,certified as medically unexplainable, only 4 are recognized by the Church as
miraculous. How many other hundreds ther: havi been no onc Xnows.

This wns revealed in La Croix, Paris Catholic daily, by Dr. Francols Leuret,
chicf of the Lourdes Bureau of Medicel Authentication which certifies the cure
Dr. Leuret stressed the fact that the buresun never proclaims any curde s miracle.
t is concerned oniy with wstablishing the medical facts in the case. On the
tasis of theose fants, the Church deeides whether or not 2 given cure 1s
miraculous,

Madame Marszuerite Lordos of Barisst, nesr Lourdes, the last survivor of 2 group
of girls who grew up with S3t. Barnaduttu of Lourdes, hag just passed her 100th
Tirthdny. Che was six vesrs old vhen Bornadeite, st 1b, saw the first of her
15 apporitions of Cur Loedy. Madame Marguarftv well romenbers the oxeitemont
whoen the mirzoculcous spring appesred ot whot 5 now the orotto of Lourdoes.

Talay is the Feast of OCur Lady of Lourd:q:s, DBuiore the day cowes to o clest, £0
anwn bo He? protto for o briof proyver. The geotbo is o ropli of Lourdws ~-
in rppusronce, in stmoophoere, ond in devotlon to the sare Potroness of little
Fernodette.,  Tine and spece noan nothing to the Mothor of God. The import-nt
ihing to rerember is ihat we npe nraying to tnoe some Ludy. LU is o wmost p-
protriate spot o proy for the glok armong yvour fumily and fricnds.
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