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The Stcry Of The Rosary

It is generally believed that the Rosary was given to the world through 5t. Domi-

nic about the year 1216, Actually, the use of '"beads" as a means of counting

prayers was comuon long before that date. Nor is it even a Christian discovery;

for this method of counting prayers was employed by the Mohammedans, Buddhists, and
other pagan sects. The word "bead” is simply the past participle of the Saxon

word, bilddan, which means “"to pray.'" When the custom sprang up of counting pray-

ers by means of pebbles or dried berries loosely joined together, the word "bead”

was applied to the cownting instrument, which was called a "wead-string" or simply
"the beads." There have been many controversies regarding the origin and institutinn
of the Rosary as we know it today. The claim that it was first given to the world by
St. Dominic hasg papal approbation. Whatever the crigin, the Popes, from Alexander
IV down to Pope Pius XIL in ocur own day, have constantly urged the devotion of

the Rosary. Since the time of Poupe Alexander IV, more than 200 papal documents

have been issued concerning the Rousary. They clearly ascribe to St. Dominic the
institution of the Bosary fur the Universal Church.

Perils that ccme frem the East are no new thing. Today, with the dangers that
thraaten the Church from behind the Iron Curtain, we can still trust in Our ILady's
intercession and protection; more tign once in the past she has preserved the
Christian world from being swamped by hordes from the East.

St, Pius V had to content with just such a threat as Pius XII. The Turks, and
that mean® Mohammedanism, were practically at the gates of Reme; they had attacked
Malta and the neighboring islands, St. Pius V called on Cathclic countries to
organize a fleet to drive them back. But he d4ild not stop there. He called, too,
on the confraternities of the Rosary everywhere to pray for the Christian cause.
On Sunday, Octobher 7, 1571, as the battle between the opposing fleets raged, pro-
cessions of the Rosary took place in many towns, particularly in Rome; the Pope
was on his knees in his private chapel; the prayer of the Rosary stormed heaven
from all sides. St. Pius's confidence in Our Lady's intercession was not disap-
pointed. TFor that same Sunday, when most of Europe was at prayer, Don Jchn of
Austria in command of the Christian fleet won a rescunding victory over the Turks
under Selim, "a victory won," says the Rowan Breviary, '"not so much by arms as by
prayers."

News traveled slowly in those days hut before the glad tidings of the victory of
Lepanto filtered through to Rome, 3t., Pius was rewarded for his confidence in
Mary, Queen of the Resary; foi.that same Sunday afterncon the result of the battle
was miraculously revealed to him. It is in gratitude for the vietory of Lepanto
that still every yesr on October 7, we kecep the Foast of the Rosary.

A Long, Long Trip
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Tomorrow evening, at 7:30 in Szered Heart Church, yru are invited to witness the
Departure Cercmony of the Holy Cruss miselonarios -- priests, Brothers, and Bis-
térs -- for Bengal, Bach autumn, o little group of Notre Dame men and women with
hratwn: henrts and o great love o0 Goad, tarn their eyes f1vm the campus, and home,
and all that 18 desnr to the human heart -- to ot thedr sifhts on oo goal thet helds
the poorest of Ged's poor.  For o hundred years Notre Dame men hove gone forth un-
Pliuelviugly into their vineyard., Whe knows, the gacerifices of these men and wopen
miasionaries might well aceount for much of the success that has crowned cur ef-
feorts here at Notre Dame!  Renember thew in your peayers -- that God may keep thenm
from loncliness, and sickness, and wmake their days on IHis frentier fruitifal omes,

TLL: Augt of Jim Feld of Dillong wife of Teo Dondanville, 'S0 (operaticn),



