 University of Notre Dame
~ Religlous Bulletin
- November 11, 1953

. HO}’ ;b Allﬁ Came About

Today is the Feast of St. Martin of Tours, His name is often used by the French
peasants to ldentafy the warm weather that mlght come this late in the veer 1In France;
they call it "S$t, Martin's Summer,"

Some Irish, who refuse to spoll a good story for the want of a few facts, will tell
you that 5t. Patrick was related to St. Martin., But there is some seublance of evi-
dence pointing to the Tolluwing story:

Martin, a military tribung‘s son, went with the Pomen army to Amiensg in Gaul
in 330, He was, along with amany of his fellow scvldiers, interested in the
nev Crristisn religion. And he hegsn to taeke instructions.

One day st the gates of the clty, Martin met a beggar who was shivvering with
eold, For pity, Martin euts his cloak in helf., He gave part Lo the beggar,
and zept the other half for hiwself, wrapping it arcuni his should=rs Like

g little cane,

The following night in his sleep Martin witnessad a heavenly vision, He saw
Chrisi dressed in the garment that he had given to the beggar. Christ twrned
to His angslis and sald: "Martin, while yet a catechumen, has covered Me with
his elcak,”

Martin lived to be the Bishop of Tours and the most heloved prelste in Gaul.,
TmuedZlately after his dsath be wasg verercted as a saint, and the cloak was
heid Ly the Franks to be a mosh precicus reile, The warrior kings of that
nation bore it with them into battle against their enemies,

, The eloak was kept in a speelal teot ducing the wars, and priests were ap-
point2d to car: for it. The priests celebrated Moss there, as they did at
the oratory of the palace, where the clouk was kept during times of peace.

In time both the tent and the oratory became known as capella, from the Latin
word for cape; wnd the priests were called "capellanl.™ As custor weuld heve
1%, soon any place not a Church where Mass was celebrated came to be called

a capzlla, | |

Miillore of tongues since then have word the word down to its present pro-
nunciation -- chapel; and the capellani have become chaplairs. So it is
todey, cheploing in the armed services are the direct descerdants of the

Frapkish clzrics -- guardians of the military clook.

It Just so0 happens that here at Notre Dame we have four chaplains for the local
trocps. They neld forth in the chapels at Dillen, Howard, Sorin and Cavanaugh halls,
They are ecssigncd o the four class-3ivisions of the student bedy., They, too, woear
capes; and have been known to be of help to the local trcops in the various remi-
firations of student 1ife -~ by both theilr prayers and sound advice.

Many searoned wetorens will tell vou that scwme of the toughedt hattdes evor encoonn-
tered have been with thomesalvey 3 that they oiten sewprht ot the chaplaing to exe
change thelr scorred and gtadined wlonk for o new and spotless o, woven of gorneti-
fyiug grace -- given frecly in the confssicnal; that thoey felt stronger, and fought
wuch better in the pew ralment. Other vet.srsns rarely so near the chaplaive for el
of any kind, Thay are a sorry sight bedore God and mans and +hedir own worst encmy,
At first, they aon't fight so well, Laver, tney don't “ight at all. Tudsed, they
all but capitulate. A new unifcrm, spun of God's mercy, can do wonders for them ~--
1f they will but seek out the chaplaiu in the confessionall



