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It's The Panily That Mekes Christmes

Tt took a family -~ the Holy Famlly ~- to make the first Christmas. And you won't
be keepinz the day properly, unless you spend 1t with yeur famlly ~- with people you
know, and love, and want, Christmes was never intended to be spent alone. Christmas
15 for pecple -- lots of people whom you know, and whose company you enjoy. There
most of all, should you find, and lend merriment,

Because Christmas is a family dasy, spend 1%t at home. And it's a warulng experience
to begin it by all going off together to Midnight Mass, and listening to the simple
story of the Gospel of St. Luke, and finding nourlshment in the Bucharist, and
welghing the song of the angels: "Peace o¢n earth to men of gocd willl" Don't over-
look the images in the crib. And Join in the carols, whether you can sing or not,
becmuse nc other day pretends to mateh musie with the melcdles of Bhristmastide,

Christmas is people ~- it is the Divine Person becowing Man, It is people recalling
the tremendous good tidings that a Savious has been born to them in the city of |
David, born as a Child of Mary ever Virgid; that this Child Who was God from all
eternity came in flesh to dwell among us, and to ccmmunicate divine 1life to us; and
that His coming lighted the face of a dard, sad world. It is a simple story filled
with wonder, because it partakes of hoth the human and the divine elements in God.

Don't miss this gpiritual note -- it comes but once a year in this fashion!
A tree, decorated and lighted, 1s the gateway to a new wonderland in your own home,
Tt does as much, too, for the neighborhood, and so makes you a benefactor of the

community. You should mever grow too old to enjoy a Chrigtmas tree,

Home Is The Place

Make it a point to spend the day with the fawmily. Indeed, 1t would be wonderful to
have all the household sit down to dinner. st the same time. And so, don't glve the
house a rapid wave and a "phone-number-te¢-call-if-we-are~wanted" directive, as you
skip off to a gathering of cronies. The ¢runies themselves ought tC be at home,

Everyone loves gifts; and so, give something to somecne -- maybe not a Cadillac, or
Standard 0il stock -~ but maybe an outrageous tle, or a box of salt-water taffy.
And take time to thank people for your own good fortune,

Have fun at Christmas! Help make it a merry cceasion for the family. Tell them about
school -- even that you and Frank won 9 and tied 1 -- might have won 10 had he lis=
tened to youl TFor onee you'll have an audience. After all these weeks at Notre Dame
sou'1l be amazed how rich and rewarding iz the Feast of the Christ Child in the com-
pany of these who love you wost, and in turn deserve your affection, And don't ever
forget this: in much of the world teday, there are laws against Christ’s Mass, and
fhristmas trees, and happy family gatherings. Indeed, you are lucky to have o home

to go to for Christmas, Make the most of 1,

Vacation Reminder

"I Ann't Lelieve that God made men from monkeys,
But I have hefore ny desk upen o shelf

An image of an ape ags a reminder

That a man cun make a meonkey of himselfiY

PPAYFRE -~ Duceased: grandmother of Joe MeGinn of Alumni; grandmcther of Bob Mont-

vomery of 01d College; uncle of Jim Nerad,'h47; grandmother of Dick Ehr (gff~c&mpus),
T11l: Julius Leptek (off-campus) very 11l in St. Juseph's Hospltal (uperation).




