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A W ey e

Go Fasy On The Innkeeper

On one ceeasion, the Bulletin made some disparaging remarks ebout the inkeeper at
Bethlehem, ohserving that for all eternity the fellow must be sitting in some quiet
corner, regretting that he was so close to greatness, and yet, for lack of courtesy,
was denied the blessed privilege of playing host to the Hativity of Christ, For all
time, this nameless one will be remembered only for his rudeness. The observation
was promphed by St. Luke's lines:

"ind she brought forth her first-born son, and wrepped Him up
in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a wanger; bzcause there
was no roow for thew in the inn,"

We could be wronz about this, because there really isn't much evidence for our pic-
turing him as a wmean and nasty fellow who turred the Hely Family away from his dour.
Mayhe he wasn't mean at all., Folks usually =aren't that selfish.

Anyhow, we have nou way of knowing for sure about the innkecper; and as long as we
don't know, we have a duty to think well of him., He's not arcund to defend himself,
and there's an additional claim he has to cur fair-uinded consideration of the cloudud
matter, 5Bt. Luke doesn't say that Mary and Joseph were turned away. It might

have been that the gentle couple saw the crowded neighberhood and made no further ef-
fort to secure accomuodations, or even to consult the innkeeper.

And so the popular picture cf this scurvy, inconslderate manager, suspleicusly open-
ivg a door, ligting a luntern, and rudely ordering Josceph and Mary to begone, is not
really drawn from the Gospel aceount. TFor all we know, he might have heen the scul
of housplitality. And had he seen Mary, and perceived her condition, would have in-
sisted upon turning over his own quarters to the travellers. He might have been cne
of the most admireble fellows who ever lived!

More To The Poinﬁ

And sc, you might, with much better results, take your mind off the innkeeper and
his part in the Christmas story, and dwell for a uwoment on your part in the Christ-
mas vacatlion activities, Was your own conduct ahove roproach?

In this year of OQur Lord, you should have been pretty well informed on the whole idea
~-infcrmed as to the fvnmt and the principal characters involved, the w»ﬂring Of
Chiristmas, and your gbligatlmnu 25 9 student of this school of Our Lady

Heree, it is presumed that you got tr Mass on tire; that yourcceived Communion with
fervor; that you were o source of @difmemtion te your family, and o your compand ona
who hove learned to expect much of Notre Dume men; that you remermbered New Year's

wg u boly day of o llh%flwn, and also ths First Friday of the menth; and that you”
avr.ided the exeéss of the pagan world ahout y.aul,

3

After 421, you kow about the Child, His tuachinyﬂ, His laws ~~- whereas the poor ini-
karper had ne ides al all of what was expected off him regording Ony Lord and [Tis

elifmpza, T conld be thet some of you are far wrse < 0Y than the innkecepor, IV
vwn1& be: that youwr west urgent need at the moment is o trip to the confessicnal 1o
Tﬂml£b§_~* otﬂrt A1 this Marian Year with the Novena to the §orvowiul Mothen at o

in Sacred Ioart Chuvel,  Thewrs 15 o Plenary Indulpence to e gained ek

week from this dovelion,  Where will you ever arein have 1t s ogood! Suvely there i3
srmething yenr necd; soweone to proy tor! Hoere's o perfect devotbion for the Mavian
Yenxr.,



