University of Notre Dame

g ‘
Tonlght: Novena to our Religious Bulletin Freshmen are requested to
Lady of Sorrows at 6:45 Februarv 12, 195& attend the 7,8, or 9 o'clock
in Sacred Heart Church. = «==wee-- Masses on BSunday.

"A Blue Valentine”

Monsignore,

Right Reverend Bishop Valentinus..vess.
Nw of the delightful Court of Hesven,

I respectfully salute you,

I genuflect, and kiss your episcopal ring.

It is not, M-nsignore, the fragrant wemory of your holy life,
Nor that of your shining and Jovous martyrdom,

Which causes me now to address you.

But since this 1is your sugust festival, Monsignore,

It seems appropriate to me %9 state,

according tc a venerable and agreeable custom,

That I love a beautiful lady.

Her eyes, Monsignore,

Are so blue that they put lovely little blue reflections
On everything that she looks at,

Such as a wall, or the mopn, or my heart,

It is like the light coming through blue stained glass,
Yet not quite like it,

For the bluenesgs is nﬁt transparent,

Only translucent,

Her soul cannot be seen,
It is something elusive, whimsical, tender, wanton, infantile,
Wise, and noble,

She wears, Monsignore, a blue garment,

Made in the manner of the Japanese.

It is very blue --

I think that her eyes have made 1t more blue,

Sweetly staining it

As the pressure of her body has graciously given it form.

Loving her, Monsignore, I love all her attributes;
But I believe that even if I did not love her,
I wnauld love the blueness of her eyes,
And her blue garment, made in the manner of the Japanese,
Mrnsignore, I have never before troubled you with a regquest ---
But of your courtesy, Monsignore, do me this favor:
Wh@n you, this merning, make your way
T the TIvory Throne that bursts inte bloom with roses
Bmﬂ&u e of her who sits upen it ---
When you come to pay your devolr to Our Iady,
I beg you, say to her:
"Madame, = poor poet, one of your singing servants yet on earth,
Has &:APd me to say that at this moment he isg
sopecially grateful to you
For wearin: a blue gown."
(-= Joyce Kilmer)
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