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The Pope Of Our Lady

As we make ready to fnld the Marian Year inte histery, Pepe Pius XII stands on the
threshold of death. It 1s more than s coincidence that history will recall the two
trgether, and hless thelr memory.

Father Fugenlo Pacelll -- the future Pope Pius XII -- was consecrated 2 bishop on

May 13, 1917, in the same hour that Our Lady appesred for the firast time to the thrse
children of Fatima., During her spparitions at Fatima, Our Ledy sald that World War I,
then in progress, would end soon. But she warned that "1f the offenses against God
do net stop, enother and worse one will begin..." Pope Plus XII wes elected in
Merck, 1939, snd the Germans invaded Poland in September -- Just six months later,
This was the beginning of World War II, the war she had foretold.

Cur Lady alsn saild at Fatima that 1f her requests were not granted, Russia would
"seatter her errers throughout the world, provoking wars end persecutions of the
Church, The good will %e martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various
natirns will be desvroyed.”" All these things have come about in the reign of Plus XIT.
If yeu think no nations have heen completely destroyed, copsider Betonla, Latvia, and
Lithuania whilch have been swallcwed by Russia.

And yet hls relgn has heen a time of triumph. He established devotion to the Tmme-
culate Heart of Mary throughout the world, In 1942, his voice came by radie to the
bishops of Portugal, dedicating the world to the Immeculate Heart of Mary, Six weeks
later, on the Feast of the Immaculate Cenception, the pope repeated the conseeratinn
at St. Peter's in Rome. In 1945, he extended the Feast of the Tmmaculate Heart of
Mary, Avgust 22, to the Universal Church, |

Deubtlezsly, the actlons which 14 most to secure for Pilus XIT the title, "Pope of
cur Lady,” was his promulgation of the doctrine of Her Assumption -~ en the Feast of
ALY Sasnts, 1950,

Relieble sources close to the Vatican assert that the Blessed Mother gave a special
sign of approval to his action in declaring this dogma ~- that on Four oceasions in
1250, while he was walking in the Vetican gardens, he beheld the Miracle of the Sun --
& miracle similar to the one seen at ¥Fatima by 70,000 people in 1917, This story has
never heen officilally confirmed, or officislly denied,

At Fatima, Our Lady said: "I shall come back to ask the congecration of Russia to my
lmmacuiate Heart." In 1929 she came back as promised, and made her request known to
ey whe wag then in 2 convent. The girl made the request known to her superiors,
vul no action was taken for a long time. Then, in an apostolic letter dated July 7,
1752, Pope Pius XIT made the long-awaited consecration: "Now, in a most special way,
We Aedicatennnd consearate all peoples of Russis to the same Tumaculate Heart.'

And this actirn recalls the promise which Our Lady made at Fatima: "In the end my
aimserilate Heart will triumph, The Houly Father will consecrate Russia to me; it will
ne eenverted, and a certain period of peace will he granted to the world,"

fmw gravely 111, the Holy Pather deserves our prayers for giving us the Age of Mary.
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cemenher -- there is nn wore gracious gesture you could make at this time than offer

o lithle Spiritusl Bouquet tn your parents l'or Christmas. It's an old
dotire Pame enstem; 1t7s scmetning Alstinetive in the best Notre Dame tradition. And
Bhere ors few, 1f any, other things in this world they wculd prefer. It's a token i
Afrra, Ih's s gift that can't be bought by you -~ with theilr wonsy -~ eitherd




