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They Give You The Fidgets

Ever watch a glzeble number of the 01d Gisard (born Catholics) wewve in the main Church
for Mass on Sunday? They offer a rare study of humen nature in confusion, calling
uneasily on the Hely Ghost for assistance, TPor example:

There's "No-Brakes" Charley. He Aoes the quarter-mile up and drwn the aisles before
he makes up his uind there'as a future for him in the front seat. ALl the time he has
bern gscanning the pews for a Novens hocklet -~ he will now (during Mass) make up for
the service he missed on Friday evening!

There's '"Nosey” Norbert, Froem his place in the front pew, he whirls frequently to
keetd A0 eye on activities in the choly loft, in the sacristy, arnd elsewhere, Again,
he's the self-appointed G-Man, eyeing the ushers who take up the collection; he can
also tell you who were there, and how much they dropped into the hex,

There's "Hyglene" Harry, very busy dividing his time among fingernaills, his glasses,
snd innumerable itches here and there, Alongside him you'll find "Hank the Hacker"
whrge bronchlals aren't so quiet in the morpings. He's a regular $2 bugle, off-key
and plenty loud about it as he wheezes and snorts, The din 1s terrific.

There's "Research” Reggle, a rugged type, who marches in,loaded dmwn with three edi-
tlags »f prayer wanuals, bent on a comparison of indulgenced prayers in each volume
at kis Alsposal. He sits quietly throughout, caleculating the years »f irdulgences
available, He's nearer to a "Doctorate™ than he is to Mass,

And don't ignore "Pashion-Plate" Freddy ~- hecause he doesn't ignore you, or anyone
elae -~ as he makes mental notes of the A.M. snsemble of the local clothes horses,
lalgsls thelr tastes revolting, and decides then and there what he’ll wear on the Cen-
trai Senlor Prom weekend, regarvdless of the decisilons of you big hicks.

Harflly unnoticed (he likes 1t that way, ten) is "Rattling"™ Roger -- a daredevil with
his Rosary, swinging it to and from benging it on the pew, pausing for frequent re-
palrs, drepping it constantly. You feel he has a choilce, but can't declde whether to
choke himself, or malm for 1ife the four penple nearest him.

And then there's the great empty-handed wmb -~ 1like curious Hoosiers at an auetion -~
geping, 111 at ease, wishing 1t were time to leave,

Their pumber 1s legion -~ these charter members of the 014 Guard. And they work on
7our nerves to the point where you begin to imitate them, individually or coliectively,
for no gond reason at all. Watch them, and they'll even suggest new areas of activity,
Christian culture labels them "outlaws." They're a public nulsance, foreign to re-
Tinsment and heslthy piety.

tho rexedy -~ A Missal at Mass helps you most; and helps others, too,
Fvery inteliigent persen needs a missal at Mass to follow the drama unfolding hefore
him, ard to catch the power and beauty in the liturgy. You will move up to Calvary
with the priest, and offer the Vietim with him, partilcipating with him in the sacrifice,
Auylng the same words the priest says. The missal helps you most to do these things

ah Mass. There are good missals available from the class chaplains. Like the dizei-
ples at Enmaus, you will get to know Our Lord hetter in the Bresking of the Rread.
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