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Mother Of God And Our Mother

You often hear that Mary, Mother of Jesus, 1s also your mother. Is that only pretty
exaggeration? '

It startled Mary, the young girl, to hear from the angel that she was to be the
Mother of Cbrist!

"How can this be?" ghe puzzled. "I am a virgin, vowed to a virginal life,”

Then the Angel CGabriel asgured her that she would remain a virgin and gtill be mother
of the Saviour. It would be done, not by weak, human agency, but through direct
actlon of the Holy Ghost,

That satisfied Mary. Under illumination of divine grace she saw it all instantly.

She, the woman, would help restore what the first woman, Eve, had plundered, §She
would become both moral and physical mother of the Redeemer. -

She would bring Him into the world at Bethlehem, rear Him at Nazareth, and, on Calvary
take frow Him the salvation of all humanity inte her motherly care, '"Mother, behnlé
thy son." All the wmembers of the Mystical Body would be her sons, too.

As mother of men, she would possess power almost measureless., No part, however amall,
of God's grace would be givanAunlaﬁs thraugh.her*

Calmly and humbly she accepted the far-reaching burdens and opportunities of this
nev motherhood, “Be it dope unto me, according to Thy word;"”

A Mother Of Mercy

What kind nof mother is she? BStern, exacting, spiteful? That would be natural. PRut
she is full of grace, sbove the curge of Adam, outside all the meanunesses that come,
through the Fall, inte the human heart,

She smothers weakness in love, She loves, even sinners, St, Thomas tells us, "with the
same love with which she loves her own Son,"

And, according te St. Bernard, "the duration of her mercy is unto the end of the
simner's Llife; the hroadness of her mercy is unto the limits of the earth; the helght
of her mercy 1s unto heaven; the depth of her mercy is unto the lewest abyss of humsan
gorrow. She 1s aslways merciful; she 1s only merciful; she iz our Mother,"

Today 1s the feast of the Annunciation -~ the blrthday of the "Hall Mary,.," Take ten
minutes tonight to say the beads, becauss you Notre Dame men, her sons by your own
cholee, have speclal claims upon her motherhoond. Ceome to think of it, why not take
ten minutes every night the rest of your 1life for her Rosary! This Mother of Merey
is your life, your sweetness, and your hopel

Paaslon Sunday -~ The draped statues and cruclfixes In chureh will renmind you that we
B0 entering upon the most sacred part of Lent. If you would make the lant two weelka
more meaningiul, renew the Lenten penances you shouldered on Ash Wednesday -~ more
especially 1f they have recently slipped away from you. Those of us who haven't as
72% gharted Lent might get started immedistely.
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Lrnlght at 6 h5 in Sacred Heart Church -- The Novena to the Sorrowful Mother,

PRAYERS -~ Ill* vife of Dean Baldinger (Science); brother of John Qorey of Morrissay.



