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From The Maill Bag

Doesn't the Church forbid eivil merrisge ceremonies? Fow is 1t that Miss

Guery:
Xelly and {the Prince of Norace are golng through civil ceremonics
Reply: Some governmenis demend a clvil cercmony for every marrisge. Henze, this is

not a special provision for Grace Kelly wor for the Prince of Monaco; but a
matter which the Church has to faze in her relationship with civil powers, and for
which she provides in bew Canon Lew. Wz sre aot fanillar with the requirement in our
country; but in prlaces where tnis Is the care, the Church provides that Cathollcs
are not forbidden tc comply with the cemends of the civil law. They wust go through
a civil ceremony in order to give the marriage clvil efiects,

They dn not contract a valid marriage with the civil ceremony alone; hence they will
also go to the Cathedral for the religions cerewony. Tn this provision of her Cancn
Law, the Church 1s not ceding & right to the clvil govermrent, The Church insists on
her icfependent riskt to regulate the marriage ceremony for her falthful, because 1t
15 a Sasrament. But the Chrch recognizes the couwpetency of civil govercment to leg~
1elate for the cilvil effects of marriage -- cuch as dowry, ivheritance, support,
vigut of succession, etc, The Church merely permits conformity to the civil law
where it is dewmarded,
Query: Recently, a dlvorced Cathoilc friend of mine re-married before a Jugtice of
the Peacs, and I was & witness at the ceremony. Did I do wrong?

Repiy: Yes. BHe sinned by attempting marriage; you sinned by cooperation. You may

8lco have been guilty of a sin of scandal, And even in the case of two non-
Catholics entering merriage, you must get permission from either your pastor or your
Rishop to act as a witpess at toe ceremony.

Query: What about Daylight-Saving Time and the Eucharistic Fast?
Replu: With Deylight-Saving Tiwe, you may eat soilds until 1 a.m. by the clock, be-
cause it is not yet midnight according to the natural (sun) time.

You may even use Daylight-Saving Time in two different ways on the same cay. For in-
etance: you may eat meat cn Friday nlght after 12, considering Friday is over -- and
then fast from 1 a.m. in order to receive Holy Communion on Saturday morning.

Why? EBecause the obligation to abstailn from meat on Friday and the obligation to fast
refore Communicn are two distinct obligations, the cbservance of which can be atten-
ded t: separately. The thing to remewber about the Friday abstinence is this: thoet
the law obliges us 1o abstaln from neat for a 2h-hour period. Therefore, for orne To
sat mest after 12 (D.S.T.) on Friday, his abstinence must have begun on Thursday at

12 wifnight (D.8.7.). If one ate meat on Thursdey night vp to L a.m. (p.5.T.), he

1s orlized to abgetain from meat on Friday night until 1 o'elock.

Fut the eomputation of time for the eucharistic fast has nothing to do with the law
goverrirg alshinence, Therefore, one who torminates a 24-hour pericd of abstinence
st midnleht Friday, may eat meat because that obligation has heen fulfilled. He mey
then ~~rsider thLz proviaion of the law vwhleh permits him to taxe advantare of the
Imyliche-Gaving Time hour and begln his sucharistle fast at 1 a.m,
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