
U niversity of Notre Dame 
R eligious B u lle tin  

April 9 > 1956

From The Mail Bag

guer%: Doesn' t  the Church fort) id  c I v l l  m a r r (2ere&oai es ? Eow i s  i t  th a t  Mis s 
^ " %elly and the  P rince  of Komco fo ln #  through c i v l l  ceremonies ?

1%e p ly : Some governments & t I v l l  cer&mony fo r  every marri&ge * Hence, tb i s  is
" * not si spec l a l  prcv i s io n  fo r  Grace Ke 1 ly  nor fo r  th e  P%'Ince of Monaco; bu t a
m atte r  which the  Church b&s to  face  in  her %'G l a t  ion ship w ith  c : v i] . powers, and for 
which she provides in  her Canon Law* Wa are  n o t fa m il ia r  w ith^the requirem ent in  oui 
country ; bu t In p laces where th i s  i s  the  caFe, th e  Church provides th a t  Catholicu 
a re  not; forb idden  to  comply w ith  the  demando o f  the  c i v l l  law , They must go "cbrough
<=1 c i v l l  ceremony in  o rd e r  iso g ive th e  m&rri&ge c i v i l  e ffec  t s .

They do not contract & va lid  marriage with the <2 i v l l  ceremony a lon e; hence they w il l
a lso  so "bo the Cathedr&l for  the re lig io u s  ceremony. In th is  provi6ion of her Canon
haw, the Church is  not ceding a r igh t to  the c i v i l  government. The Church in s is t s  on 
her independent 1 igh t to  re gulate the marriage ceremony fo r  her f a i t h f u l , oecause 11 
1 s a Sacrament. But the Cbwch recogaj 8 the competency o f  c i v i l  government to  le g -  
i s l a t e  fo r  the  c i v i l  e f f e c ts  o f m arriage such as dowry, in h e r i ta n c e , support, 
righ t of auccession, e t c . The Church merely permits conformity to  the c i v l l  law
wbere i t  i s  <3emanded +
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Query: R ecen tly , a  divorced C atho lic  f r ien d  o f  mine re -m arried  befo re  a J u s t ic e  of
the  Peace, and I  was a w itness  a t  the  ceremony. Did I  do wrong?

R ep lv ; Yes. He sinned by a ttem pting  m arriage; you sinned "by coopera tion . You may 
a lso  have been g u i l ty  o f a  s in  of scan d a l. And even in  th e  case of two non- 

C atholics e n te r in g  m arriage , you must get perm ission  from e i th e r  your p a s to r  or your 
Bishop to  a c t  as a w itness a t  the  ceremony.

Query: What about D aylight-Saving Time and th e  E u c h a r is t ic  F a s t?
mm «■» *rm mm

Bepl%: With D aylight-Saving Time, you may e a t  so lid s  u n t i l  1 a.m. by the  c lock , be­
cause i t  i s  no t y e t m idnight according to  the n a tu r a l  (sun) tim e.

You may even use D aylight-Saving Time in  two d i f f e r e n t  ways on the  same uay. For in ­
s tan ce : you may ea t meat cn Friday  n igh t a f t e r  12, considering  F riday  is^over — and
then  f a s t  from 1 a.m. in  o rder to  rece ive  Holy Communion on Saturday morning.

Why? Because the o b l ig a t io n  to  a b s ta in  from meat on F riday  and th e  o b lig a tio n  to  f a s t  
before  Communion are  two d i s t i n c t  o b l ig a t io n s ,  the  observance of which can be a t te n ­
ded to  s e p a ra te ly . The th in g  to  remember about the Friday abstinence  is  t h i s : th a t
the  law ob liges us to  a b s ta in  from meat fo r  a 24-hour p e r io d . T h e re fo re , fo r  one to  
e a t  meat a f t e r  12 (D .S .T .) on F r id ay , h is  abstinence  must have begun on Thursday a t  
12 midnight (D .S .T .) .  I f  one a te  meat on Thursday n igh t up to  1 a.m. (D .S .T .) ,  he 
i s  obliged to  a b s ta in  from meat on Friday n ig h t  u n t i l  1 o 'c lo c k .

But the computation of time fo r  the  e u c h a r is t ic  f a s t  has nothing to  do w ith the  law
governing abstinence . T here fo re , one who term inates a 24-hour period of abstinence 
a t  midnight F r id ay , may e a t meat because th a t  ob liga tion  has keen f u l f i l l e d .  ̂ He may 
then  '••onsider the" provision  of the law which perm its him to  take advantage of the  
Daylight-Saving Time hour and beg in  h is  eu ch aristic  f a s t  a t  1 a.m.

T P - Deceased: L t. ( j . g . )  Lawrence P. Ash, '54 (Navy plane c ra sh ) ;  James Carmedy,
1 ; 7r>n C a r i l lo ,  '52 ; Bartholomew O'Toole ( S r . )  fa th e r  o f 6 N.D. men; brother^ of Bio.
Kenan CSC; James P iuesn; Herman Cass; James J o n e s , '33; cousin  of Jim sw ift of r is l ic r  
H a ll;  fr ien d  of Tat Bradford o f  S e r in . I l l :  grandmother o f  Steve Johnson of D illon .


