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The Poor Souls Are Obliging

One of the Freshmen came up w ith a  theme, l a s t  week, th a t  touches on the Poor Souls 
in  a remarkable manner. I t  seems th a t in  h is  l a s t  year of high school, he was hard 
pushed fo r  adequate study tim e, and found i t  most advantageous to  a r is e  e a rly  in  the 
morning. He h i t  upon the idea of g e ttin g  up a t  5:00 and studying u n t i l  7 :00 . Soon 
he found him self tu rn ing  o ff the alarm unconsciously, and sleeping on. P u tting  the  
clock across the  room — which necessita ted  g e ttin g  out of bed to  tu rn  o ff  the alarm — 
was the next move. But as the days went by, he found h im self sleeping through as 
b efo re .

Then, w ith a f in e  show of despera tion , and p ie ty , he ca lled  upon the Poor Souls to
get the Job done - -  get him up on time snd a le rted  fo r  the day 's work. Believe i t  or
n o t, he found him self awake and s ta rin g  a t  the clock a t  5:00 on the nose. S ta r tl in g !
Yes, a  l i t t l e  more than somewhat. Furthermore, b e s t r e s u l ts  were obtained when be
disposed of the  clock, and re lie d  e n tire ly  upon the  Poor Souls.

We doubt i f  th is  experience w ill  be adequate fo r  h is  canonization; bu t i t  does po in t 
up a timely reminder - -  namely, th a t  the Poor Souls a re  s t i l l  members of the Church, 
and the M ystical Body, and can be of g rea t help  to  us, even though they can m erit 
nothing whatsoever fo r them selves. The thought is  a tim ely one, these days of Novem­
b e r. For example: How many of you implored th e ir  help l a s t  week in  the mid-term

Even more im portant, what was your s p i r i tu a l  b a ttin g  average fo r th e i r  Novena — in  
which you were asked to  jo t down the names of f r ie n d s , r e la t iv e s ,  and benefactors ? 
They received the f r u i t s  of 9 Masses. That much i s  c e r ta in . They were a lso  supposed 
to  receive the f r u i t s  of your Mass, Communion, and Rosary during the same 9 days. I t  
was a splendid opportunity fo r  ch a rity  on your p a r t .  Did you l e t  the student t r i p  
and the weekend throw you o ff s t r id e  ? Or did you fo rg e t about them a lto g e th e r ?

Because the month is  drawing to  a close — th is  month o f charity  dedicated to  them.
You could be m issing out on one o f the grandest opportun ities afforded to  the  Church 
M ilitan t — making friends w ith the souls in  Purgatory who w ill be tomorrow's sa in ts  
in  heaven, w ith a warm spot in  th e i r  p u rified  hearts  fo r  those who befriended them 
in  th e ir  hour o f g rea te s t need. Devotion to  them could be a bonanza fo r bargain-hun- 
t e r e ! And th e re  is  s t i l l  time to  do something worthwhile fo r  them.

I f  you've been fumbling along thus f a r ,  get out early  tomorrow and make up fo r  lo s t  
tim e. Give them your da ily  Mass, Communion.,1 and Rosary fo r  the l a s t  ten  days of the 
month.

How would you f e e l  i f  6 out of your 10 frien d s  forgot a l l  about you — even ignored 
you — when you found yourself in  a tough spot ? "Some f r ie n d s ,"  you'd say, "B etter 
c a l l  them Duds! " Yet, th is  is  the  p ic tu re  — as we scan the d a ily  records in  the h a l l  
chapels. Sixty percent makes fo r  too many "Duds" on th e  re se rv a tio n  here , y o u 'l l  
have to  admit. What's more, you sec re tly  hope th a t y o u 'l l  fa re  b e t te r  than  th a t  in  
Purgatory y o u rse lf . And you w i l l ,  i f  you show a l i t t l e  more ch a rity  in  the  days to  
come. The b es t time to  s ta r t  would be tomorrow morning.

te s ts  ?

IRAYERS -  Deceased: John N. Maddock, '35; r e la t iv e  of Jack Carey (0-C); g randfather
of Jim Waldron (0-C). I l l : mother of Charles Connor (0-C ), son of Joe K e lly , '37) the
cousin of Craig H ew ett,'h6; Richard Giroux, '31 . 2 sp . i n t 's .  1 thanksgiving.


