| University of Notre Dame | .
Gonfessiong tonight and Religious Bulletin communicy at 10-minute
tomorrow morning in all December 11, 1956 intervals in Dillon
hall chapels, - chepel all wmorning,
| every day,
Wheei..The.Orphans!!

A check of the Communion records for today finds ueg a little dileappointed, Why ¢

Well, at Christmss time a man {is usually at his finest =- almost what he should be,

He's less selfigh than at any other time; his mind is on others, He's & bigger and

better man; he's almost what God wanted him %o be, Yes, at Christmas kindness rules
him., And his sole objective 1s to share his charity with others,

Those nearest and dearest, and most dese}ving are, obviously, his good father ard
mwother. It is unthinkable that he could forget them, No, they are worthy of hie
Pinest effort, When it comes to people who sacrificed most for Wlm, they rate first,

Thls morning, we started the Novena For_Parents. We expected 5000 Coumunions ==
for the very logical reagon that 5000 Notre Dame men must have perents. That they
are living or dead is ifcongequential ~~ they're still eligible for, and deserving
of our prayers at this time, We thought everyone here at school would be eager to
show a measurs of Love and affection to the two people to whom he owes most in all
the world; t¢ the %two people whom God commerdsd each of us to revers and love; to
the two for whom, we thought, emch would feel ovligated to show some mark of APPTE -
clatlon at this time of year, | ~

The Novens is & gift that does not cost you a cent. Tt does involve a little <=

very little «- sacrifice on your part: getting up for Mass and Cemmunion, and taking
10 minutes to aay your Rosary =-- that's the Novens we suggested, nothing more, That's
~ the traditional gift of Notre Dame men to their parents.

Glfts, you know, take their value from the love of the gilver -~ not from the price
tag they bear! |

Come to think of 1t, the good father and mother must have srisen early on meny a
worning because of you! Rut they didn't mind 1t. ¥No one does, when motivated by
lLove, Real love makes sacrifice willing aend a8y .

"Only et Notre Dame," we've heard the comment about our Novena.For, Parepte," could
thie happen ~- the idea of g gpiritual bouquet card for Chrigtmas! A Novens gs a
Christmas gift for ome's parents!" And invariably you will hear the added comment
"Surely, it was worth our sacrifices to keep him in a gchool where this kind of
thing can happen,"

Hundreds of you were there, this morning, bright and early, in the hall chapels,
keeping slive one of the finest of Notre Deme traditions. But many -« far too

neny -- with small mipds and smaller hearts, forgot all sbout parents and everyons
¢lse, The only evidence of Christwes spirit, and Chrictmag charity about the latter
wes a proleonged snore, as they dreamed on and on into the breakfast and lunch hour,

An orphen couldn't have cared lesa! And this morning there were many orphans In
evldence, And 1t set us to wondering 1f, sometimes, men are so teken with material
things, with ease and luxury, ang amusements, and diversions -- thaot they becomn
flsbby and lazy, and splritless, and blipd to valueg and loyaltles,

Therets atill time to do something about the Novena, There's rething to prevert
vour finlshing on the 20th - your first day howe, And we'd 1ike to use all 5000
Jovanae Gards printed especlally for this occseion, I you slipped today, get
moving tomorrow, and no one wlll be the wiger for your forgetfulness this morning.



