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The Wnity Octave

In the gubway stations of New York, these days, & striking religlous proster depilcts

hands folded In prayer. New Yorkers gawk, Just as do Hoozlers, at such things. And
beneath the folded hands they read in large, bold, red letters the one word:. IRAY.

BFeneath this work is the prayer of the Savior Inr unity, spcken at the ILast Supper:

"That they may be one!"

From January 18 (the Feast of St, Peter's Chair at Rome) until January 25 (the Feast
of the Conversion of St. Paul), we are especlally reminded of the dissensions exist-
Ing smong Christians. We are also reminded that each of us 1s called to be an apos-
tle in hls own sphere of life -- laboring to reallze the prayer of Our Lord that all

mer. be gathered Into the unity of one Fold under ore Shepherd,

This span of eight days, called the Chsir of Unity Octave, hegan in 1908 under the
leadership of Father Paul James Francls, founder of the Soclety of the Atonement at
Graymoor, Garrison, N,Y, It was approved and extended to the Universal Church by
Pope Benedict XV in 1916, and has been ever more wldely observed throughout the Cath-
olle world each succeeding year. The word ghalr 1s used here as the See of St.
Peter, and as the sywbol of the primacy and supremacy of the saint ard his successors
on the papsl throne, The chelr is the symbol of authority. The chalr also symholizes
the infallibility of the pope, and his right to rule and teach the whole Church and
world as the Viecar of Chriat upon earth., Our prayer, these days, 1s that all men will
recognize the Primscy of the Rishop of Rome as the foundation of all Church unity.
fur apostolate covers the entire world.

But_Whet Can I Do 7
fou can start with prayer, Blshop Francils X. Ford, the herolc Maryknoll missionary
who suffered and dled for the faith fn Chins, not many years ago, expressed the gplrit
of prayer for souls in these words: "If Catholics were to redouble their prayers
for the conversion of those outside the fold, the unlted appeal storming heaven would
without doubt mark the year as a Pentecostal renewsl.'"- Furthermore, while prayer
does not change God, 1t does change man. And 1t changes those who pray, as well as
those who are prayed for. Salvation 1s the purpose of the Church, but not in a vague,
meaningless way. Each of us has to pray for, and work with, +the individuals who
ceme into contact with him., Nor is 1t enough to put information into the hands of s
ron~-Catholic to bring him to unity with Rome -- there must also be prayer; for prayer
18 the power that brings down God's grace. Without grace no soul is saved, Ard with-
out prayer there 1s no grace. In the gcale of values nothing can substitute for
prayer, Is 1t any wonder, then, that we use these elght days as a time of special
prayer for unity!

HWe start the public prayers this evening at 5:15 in Dillon Kall chapel, They will be
very brief, Drop in on your way to dinner. They will continue tomerrow, and Sunday ,
and every day until next Friday Inclusive -~ same time; same vlace,

These nre speclal daya to scan the pamphlet racks, gathering material fer those whe
are interegted in the Falth, and putting it inte their hands, and encouraging them
o ingquire into the teachings of the Church, Pray for the apostolic Lteh. It will
rey rleh dividends.

TRAYERS - Deceased: Dr. Harvey Brown, '2k; father of Pob Prindiville; grandfather of
xavigr Aragons; father of Beb Crespy, '5h; Joe Ridzon, ex-Freshman; father of Jogeph
I, 0'Brien, Director of Perasonnel. Ill: mother of Jobn Barrs of Sorin (very 111);

Tather~in~law of Jim smith; Louls Pollman; two uncles of Jim 0'Day of Howard.



