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Sorrowful Mother Novena January 18, 1957 By z,antine Maas. The f a s t  fo r
in  oacred Heart Church, ——— Communion begins a t  6:00.

The Unity Octave
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In  the subway s ta tio n s  of New York, these days, a s tr ik in g  re lig io u s  poster depicts
hands folded in  p rayer. New Yorkers gawk, ju s t  as do B oosters, a t such th ings. And
beneath the folded hands they read in  la rg e , bold, red l e t t e r s  the one word;. FRAY.
Beneath th is  work is  the prayer of the Savior fo r u n ity , spoken a t  the Last S u ^ r T  

That they may be one!" *

From January 18 (the Feast of S t. P e te r 's  Chair a t Rome) u n t i l  January 25 (the Feast 
of the Conversion of S t. Paul), we are  esp ec ia lly  reminded of the dissensions e x is t ­
ing among C h ris tian s . We are a lso  reminded th a t each of us i s  ca lled  to  be an apos­
t l e  in  h is own sphere of l i f e  — laboring  to  re a liz e  the prayer of Our Lord th a t a l l
men be gathered in to  the unity  of one Fold under one Shepherd,

This span of e ig h t days, called  the Chair of Unity Octave, hegan in  1908 under the 
leadersh ip  of Father Paul James F ran c is , founder of the Society of the Atonement a t 
Graymoor, G arrison, N,Y» I t  was approved and extended to  the Universal Church by 
Pope Benedict XV in  1916, and has been ever more widely observed throughout the Cath­
o lic  world each succeeding year. The word gbgir i s  used here as the See of S t.
P e te r, and as the symbol of the primacy and supremacy of the s a in t  and h is  successors
the ^  th e  of au th o rity . The shall' a lso  symbolizes

-cognize the Primacy of the Bishop of Rome as the foundation of a l l  Church u n ity .
Our aposto late covers the e n tire  world.

But What Can 1 Do ?

■nrnwr To no grace. In the  scale  of values nothing can su b s titu te  fo r
prayer * fo r  u n i ty ^  '  then ' th e t  we use these e igh t days as a time of specia l


