University of Notre Dame

Fengol _Boutg begin in Religious Bulletin "If you sren't 100% going,

the gym tonight. Don't March 25, 1957 you can still be 100% giv-

pass the buck. Glve it! - Ing." You'll be glad you
“ did.

This Matter Of A _Veocation
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There wouldn't be anything odd at all ebout you.if, one of these days, the thought
that you might have a vocatlon popped into your mind, You're not overly plous; you
never heard a whisper in your ear; you never had any mysteriovs urge of any kind.

The kids in grade school and high school, and even the fellows here at the University,
have never told you that you look like a vocation. No priest has ever hinted it %o
you,. Should you chuck all idea of it %

IT you asked for a little advice on the matter, chanceg are that the priest would
cautlon: "Not too fast with your chucking." You have the thing on the wrong basis.
People generally have fluky ideas about what is a vocation. Girl-shyness, gentleness
In manner and speech, scrupulous devotilon to regular study, and an instinctive plety
that often lures a boy to church services and devotions -- these are not the eggential
signs of a vocation. They might be present in a naturally good but backward boy who
ned no voeation at all,

vuce a tall, straight Man tramped ceaselessly through the cities and country places

of Galllee and Judea. He was handscme to look at. His abundant halr fell 1n rambling
curls upon His shoulders. His pltying eyes struck love into the heart of SreTyone
wno really looked into them. Hils voice was soft and Elnd, but strong. He preachsd

a doctrine of Justice and charity, of purity, alncerity and truth. He lived perfectly
“nat He preached,

fle came upon earth to change the worlid through the establishment of a church. His
28 not the softest way of living, He made bitter enemies and herolc friepnds. His
»ollowers would have to be men of sacrifice, because in the Ffertility of thelr saeri-
“ices His doctrines would be born in men's hearts., He died on the cross to give the
energy and to show the way,

?hat Man‘and His work have struck new love and new purpose in +the hearts of sinners
Like Magdalen, and Paul, and Augustine. His "business" has attracted sinless saints.
Wbat, then, are the inevitable signs of the "egll," 2

~t 1s the urge or inclination to give your life entirely as a priest or Brother, to
~ut yourself off from the pursult of riches and the realization of worldly ambition,
ro Torego the joys of the home you would establish, to help Him propagate His way cof
Life upon earth. Would you like to work in parish, or classroom, or pulpit, or in an
*ditorial room, aiding men to be better Christians ? If you would, you have the Tiret
step dn a voecation ~- the desire,

?ut you must have capabilitles, too: health, head, and some degree of holiness. .
four confessor can tell you whether you are “gocd" or holy enough. ILeave that part
o0 1t up to him, And any priest who has known you long can settle your doubts regarcd-
ing health and head,

Yaver mind about "volces" or what people think about you. If you merely have the
Geslre, go to some priest’s room and talk the metter over confidentially. You will
trobably feel 1ike putting the thing off. But g0 anyway, today or tomorrow., The
wrlegt you see will not strong-srm you into a cassock. It 1s probably far wmore impor=
“ant to you than 1t is to the welfare of the Church, or of any religlous community, |
‘hat you solve any doubts you have on the matter of your calling -- for your happinecs

ware, and for your eternsl salvation,

“4e finel note -- Pray. Fray to know what God wants you to be.



