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How Can We Avoid Mixed Marriages ?
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A recent B u lle tin  to ld  you th a t  the Ghurch takes a  dim view ou mixed marriage because 
the Catholic p a rty  tends to lo se  h is  F a ith  in  such a ll ia n c e s . F ather Cervantes, S*J*, 
says th a t "marry your own" is  the best advice fo r  anyone, C atholic or non-Catholic, 
and he c i te s  f ig u res  to prove it*

And he adds; "P ro tec t your own by gathering  about you fam ily frien d s  of s im ila r  back
grounds, in te re s ts  and ideals*" This u tte rance  came a f te r  a study of successfu l fam
i l i e s  in  s ix  la rg e  c i t i e s  who do p ro te c t themselves and th e i r  ch ild ren  by c a re fu lly  
surrounding th e ir  domestic l i f e  with persons who have backgrounds, id ea ls  and in 
te re s ts  s im ila r  to  th e i r  own* They have a c e rta in  few se lec ted  fam ily frien d s wno are 
perm itted and encouraged to  v i s i t  in  th e i r  homes over periods of years. He adds;

"These se lec ted  fam ily  frien d s form a p ro tec tiv e  f i l t e r ,  o r "cocoon", or domestic b a r r i 
cade of so c ia l re la tio n s  ag a in st the d ivergen t, d iv is iv e  and d is in teg ra tiv e  influences 
of the outside world. The more ca refu l couples are about the type of fr ien d s  they in 
v ite  in to  th e ir  homes, the more successfu l they  are in  th e i r  m arita l and p a re n ta l r e 
la tio n sh ip s  *"

I t* s  th a t  simple — the more you confine yourself to  a Catholic so c ia l atmosphere, the
e a s ie r  i t  w i l l  be fo r  you to fin d  a good p o te n tia l C atholic w ife . But i f  you ra re ly
meet anyone save non-C atholics, and date them, the chances are you w ill  marry one of 
them.

We are no t saying, o r  even h in tin g , th a t  non-Cathollcs are not good enough f o r  a Cath
o lic  p a rtn e r in  marriage* Many o f them might be much b e t te r  than the C atholics you 
know. The p o in t to be s tre sse d  i s  simply th i s ;  th a t  a Catholic needs a Catholic mar
riage p a rtn e r to keep him a p rac tic in g  Catholic* That*s the important p o in t.

Query; Does the Church make any provision  s im ila r  to  the "Enoch Arden" law by which, 
a f te r  a c e r ta in  number o f years , a missing person i s  declared dead, thereby perm itting  
the spouse to  re-marry?

Reply; Ho. In  any instance o f  a prolonged separation , during which there is  no in fo r
mation concerning th e  absent spouse, the Church requ ires  d e f in ite  proof o f death be
fore she w i l l  perm it another m arriage. The reason i s  obvious: a liv in g  spouse, though
h is  whereabouts may be unknown, i s  an obstac le  to another m arriage. During th e  recent 
World War, many wives had to w a it fo r  a long time befo re  the Government was able to
provide evidence th a t  th e i r  husbands had died* The % iss in g -in -ac tio n "  d ec la ra tio n  
wag not s u f f ic ie n t .
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Tonight a t  6;lt5; The Lenten S e r ie s , Then, the Marriage I n s t i tu te  a t  7; 30 fo r  Seniors.

Who Uceds M ortifica tion?
Two kinds o f people do; 1) S inners—in  order to  overcome s in ; and 2) S a in ts—th a t
they may n o t f a l l  in to  s in . I I  you doubt th is ,  make sure you hear Father Brennan to 
n ight a t  th e  Lenten S eries . You can depend upon him fo r  an e a rfu l.
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PRAYERS; Deceased; fa th e r  of Sebastian Bonet, '36; frien d  of f a t  Keating of Lyons; 
uncle of Jim O'Day of Keenan; 3 friends of John and Tom Burns of B-f; fa th e r  of Howard 
and John, '37 , G ille sp ie ; Leo Cantwell, '2.6; Martin S u llivan , '25; Rev, F rancis Luzny, 
C.S.C. I l l ;  P ro fesso r Skceler (Eng.); s i s t e r  o f Tom Mall (0-C); Jim P rice , '56; aunt 
of Bro, Raymond, C.S.C,; daughter of Dr. inward T» Wilson, '37; son of A lto n  Me Angus 
(V e tv ille ;; s i s t e r  o f  Paul Doherty of D illon ; fa th e r  of Ned Mac Car thy of D illon .


