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NOVENA
m

PREPARATION FOR EXAMINATIONS
Mass and Holy Communion in 
honor of the Holy Spirit.

PRAYERS

Ineffable Creator, Who in the greatness of Thy 
wisdom hast appointed three hierarchies of angels 
and set them in wondrous order above the highest 
heaven, and with surpassing nicety hast compacted 
of widely varied elements the material universe, 
Thou Who art with strictest right hailed true 
source and sovereign, principle of light and 
wisdom, deign to cast upon my darkened mind a 
ray of Thy splendor, and to clear me of the two­
fold darkness in which I  was born; that, namely, 
of sin and ignorance. Thou Who givest speech to 
the tongues of little ones, lend skill to my tongue 
and put upon my lips the grace of Thy benediction. 
Bless me with a keen mind, a capacious and 
retentive memory, skill and ease in learning, 
aptitude for explaining, a pleasing and adequate 
manner of expression. Inspire me in beginning, 
direct my progress, and perfect the finished task, 
Thou Who are true God and true M an: Who 
livcst and reignest through all eternity. Amen.

O Holy Spirit. Soul of my soul, I adore Thee. 
Enlighten, guide, strengthen and console me. Tell 
me what I ought to do and inspire me to do it. 
I promise to be submissive in everything that Thou 
permittest to happen to me: only show me what 
is Thy W ill

(Then say three Hail Marys; finish with the in­
volution, “Seat of Wisdom, Pray for Me/')

i

DREAMS GET VtW HOIKING!



SOME OF YOU have l i t e r a l l y  lived  in  
your books a l l  through the semester. 
However, i t 1s taken B rother Conan1s 
most persuasive "Music to  Buy By" to  
get o thers to  purchase a book. Not 
many, mind you, but some. And even 
then ta s te s  might have s e t t le d  fo r such 
fa v o r ite s  as Brain Surgery Self Taught. 
Embalming Oan~be Fun, o r So You Want To 
Build a Swamp. But, now i t ' s  time to  
put aside every book except those upon
which you are soon to  be examined. I f
you've been spending 
too much time doing 
unassigned reading, 
then, about now you 
must f e e l  th a t the 
exams are  poised over­
head l ik e  an ax ready 
to  cut you down and 
out of u n iv e rs ity  
l i f e .

SOME OF YOU, I  fe a r , are congenital 
w o rrie rs . And one of the unfortunate 
th ings about examinations i s  th a t oc­
casionally  a student w ill  "go to  p ieces" . 
He gets so tense and unnerved th a t he 
ac tu a lly  fo rg e ts  what he knew backwards 
and forwards only ten  minutes before the 
examination. No doubt, the best remedy 
fo r  th is  condition i s  to  "be a Boy Scout", 
be prepared. Frequently, though, th is  
exam anxiety  i s  nothing more than a ch ild ­
ish  defense put up aga in st taking the 
blame fo r  f a i l in g  to  p rep are . L e t 's  have 
no a l ib is  fo r  f a i lu re  to  p repare. Con­
vince yourse lf th a t exam time i s  here!

AND HERE ARE a few o ther th ings you might 
do. Allow yourself p len ty  of time to  do 
what you need to  do before the exam and

and s t i l l  ge t th ere  ahead of the c la ss  
b e l l .  Don't complicate m atters by being 
disorganized and b rea th le ss . Secondly, 
w hile w aiting fo r  the exam to  be handed 
o u t, d e lib e ra te ly  re lax . Don't try  any 
s ix ty  second review of c lass-n o tes . D on't 
s t a r t  arguing w ith  another about some 
f in e  poin t in  your notes. You merely 
confuse y o u rse lf and get yourse lf more 
u n se ttle d . Spend the time ju s t  before 
the  examination reading the sports-page. 
And, have a p lan  of a ttack . Y ou 'll have

some idea of the 
kind of exam to  
expect. Find the  
b es t, most sensib le  
way to go about 
taking i t .  Then, 
be prepared to  
carry  i t  out ( th e  
p lan , I  mean) as 
soon as you g e t 
the signal to  be­

g in . With a d e f in ite  p lan  in  mind you 
can keep calm, cool, and co llec ted , and 
do yourse lf ju s t ic e .

AND, DON! FORGET th a t here you have the 
added assis tan ce  of the Novena in  Pre­
p ara tio n  fo r  Examinations. Make the 
Novena, beginning Friday, January 16th. 
A ttend Mass d a ily , receive Holy Communion, 
and r e c i te  the Novena prayers.

Of course, i f  yo u 're  re a l ly  in  bad shape, 
you might want to  re so r t to  a Novena to  
S t. Jude. These novena pamphlets are
av a ilab le  in  the pamphlet room in  D illon .

P refect of Religion

PLEASE pray fo r  the follow ing: Deceased: Father of Tracy Douglass of Howard: uncle of 
Len Smith of S t. E d 's; grandmother o f John Kenny of D illon; Dr. John A. Murray; w ife

IhT: o f  B m e  o f


