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ADVENT REMINDERS

In the Question-Answer column
of a national Catholic newspaper
the question was asked last week:
Is it not against the spirit of Ad-
vent to have pre~Christmas parties
in that season? And the answer
given was: Yes. Advent is a season
of penance and preparation for the
coming of Christ. The proper sea-
son for rejoicing is the twelve
days of Christmastide.

The penitential spirit of Ad-
vent is indicated by the purple
vestments prescribed by the litur-
gy for the Advent season. No fast
is prescribed, as in Lent, but
voluntary penance, the kind that
should appeal to the freedom de-
manding spirit of this generation,
is very much in order.

The tone of Advent is set in the Epistle read in the Mass for
the first Sunday in Advent: "Let us cast aside deeds of darkness and
put on the armor of light. Let us live honorably, as in daylight:
not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual excess and lust, not
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Pre—Chriztmas parties —-- or any kind of parties or "socials"
during Advenz, even though they may not be characterized by drunken-
ness, sexual axcesgses, and gquarreling -- do not reflect the putting
on or the presaring to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, when
sponsored by Jatholic universityv students who should be Christian
leaders, such parties can actually be a scandal. For to scandalize
it isn't neceszsary to lead another directly into sin. To encourage
or foster a sririt which leads away from the Christian ideal is to
give scandal mec-use "he who is not with me is against me, and he
who does not zath2r with me scatters." "Much will be asked of the
man to whom wush has been given." This is the measure of a Notre
Dame man's responsibility to lead, at least by example.
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What are the youth of today thinking H%mm# the Liturgical chone
geo? What will Lhedr Chureh be like in 19847

Each wave of human beings inherits the past, and is responsible
for the future. Most of us in our forties, fifties and up recall
the tinsel trappings of the 1920's and the searing uncertainty of
the 1930's. This includes many parents, older persons in the pro-
fesgsional and laboring ranks, law-makers and industrial leaders,
Many priests (and most bishops) are also of this group.

Neow we are followed by the World War II and post-war generation:
those now in their twenties and thirties. This wave includes the
young married and their children, the younger teachers and writers,
scientists and engineers, executives and the majority of the wage-
earning population. Many of our priests are of this generation.

It would be absurd, of course, to classify Catholics on such a
rigid chronological basis. Our growth in Christian life is not guan-
titative, by yvears; rather, it is gualitative, by vitality. Yet we
cannct ignore certain differences that are linked to age.

Older persons feel more the pull of the past, and are lesgs apt
to seek and hope for a sense of renewal of things religious. The
vounger Catholic is more likely to find old ways wanting, to ask
new questions, and to search out new answers. The experience and
the wisdom of an older man are more easily dismissed by the vounger
-- just as the fresh knowledge, insight and energy of the vyvoung are
too readily brushed aside by those who are older.

In her schools, the Church strives for the formation of the
"whole man.” The liturgy is a school: it has its educational role
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ag well as the central function of Godt

8 praise and man's salvation.
It %@&Qh@s man that purpose which oversees and couireaches all his
other als: to live as a part of the body of which Christ iz the
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Head, in a manner that will enrell him in that bwg‘@ﬁy bevondg earth
in which Christ is the Second Person of the Godheand

The liturgy @a@h és man not to try to live by bread alone. Only
in Christ doss man's whole nature (body and soul) live the abundant
1ife. VYet it also “3”%@« him not to dssplise bread and matorial
things. God looked upon all creation, and =zaw that il was good.
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Jesus taught vs in His own praver to zzi for our daily bread The
materialist and the spiritualist are ﬁmaﬁj guideg for a man &Eyiﬂg
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~o e whole, This is one of the legsons of the Incarnation = "Tha
TAT iy o oo ;o W s (o v - . o e
Word was made flesh, andg dwelled among mmw”

Further, the public worship of the Church teaches man that he
cannot live to himself alone. He is a part of the whole community.




ttodie alaniticoont vl Shakespe oo put v Tamous calo, YPo thine
Ay oo bt e Lrue, " on the Fipo U an old Dool, Polonias, Contbome
plat rve monks {who withdroaw froo the Wﬁféef Roeep ot aalvation of
that world as tho constont suk ot of thelr prayoer. Men pray Lo-
getheor Lo tholy God Decause thio ﬂ@pﬂﬁﬂph;E on cach <ther is a human
mark, Yeb our philosophy goes ssiray iLf we swing to the other pon-
dulum of "collegtivity." Man o= e&pmnﬁim¢@ not only for his bro-
ther, but for himself. His knowiedge, his power, his decisions must
remain his own. It will not do o bury them in a mass of together
ness. The rugged individualist, living to himself, is as far from
the Christian goal as the anonvrous, conforming cog in the social
machinery.

All this, the Council Fathers discussed in their preparation of
the Constitution on the liturgy. One of America's hest liturgists,
Dr. Frederick R. McManus, has expressed it well:

"... the audible and visible sides of Christian worship recognize the

wholeness of the human person as crzated by God -- with lips to sing
and legs to walk in God's honor." ~

And regarding the social natu 2 of liturgy, Dr. McManus writes:

"It is God's will that we, individuzls that we ars, should bhe saved as a
Church, as a people, as His people. The communitv of the faithful is
not the enemy of the individual but his strength. The liturgy does not
surpass the piety of the participant but lifts it up, gives it growth
and meaning in the assewbly -~ because of the union with Christ and with
His members.”

We are blessed today that both the older and the younger genera-
zions have helped to produce a climate in which changes in the lit-
urgy were called for. Now we ars giving new form to the substantial
fact of human worship. It is a time for noble work, even for great-
ness, Qur pastors are charged to "promote the liturgical dinstruct-
ion of the faithful, and also their active participaticn in the 1lit-
vrgy, both internally and externally.” Our psople are charged to
“mk@ their proper roles, specializzd (e.g. lactor) or general {(the

rzciting or singing congregation). Difficulities there will be, and
the wﬂd& pangs of change, but ncns too great for the Jevout Catho-
LI £ he starte now, if he knows why it iz being dene, 1f he car-
rieg it out to the best of his ability -- that will e the renewal.
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And the new generation? Its voung members will f£ind one prac-
—ical result -- the unifving of their life in Christ. Many of them
zra learning of the new riches of the sacred scripturez. They are
mninking of other Christians and those not bhaptized, in an ecumeni-
2ul mood, rather than a belligerernt and beleacuered frawe of wmind.
They are eager to know the Church's social tezchings for the ills
~Z poverty, conformity, prejudice znd parochizlism. Thay are learn-
ing more about theology's place in the community of arts and sclences.
They are building their futures on @ broader {and hopefully, a deep-




er) base of the Christian message.

Today, now, the 1960's, we all come together, pooling our ex-
perience and love for the Church with the new knowledge and hope

for the Church.

delay, or lingering over the past.
timism, for hope and fulfillment.

Tomorrow the new generation can have a deeper in-
sight into the mysteries of our faith.

It is not time for gloom,
It is a time for Christian op-

~-by Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan

-~from How to Understand Changes in the Liturqy

* %k * *

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Next Tuesday, December 8, is
a holy day of obligation. It is

a day on which one may legitimate-
ly set aside Advent penance to re-

joice with the Church that the
Mother of the Church, to use Pope
Paul's new title for Our Lady,was

granted the first fruits of Herxr
Divine Son's Redemption.
The day before the Immacu~

late Conception, Monday, December
7, is a day of penance -- doubly
so. It is a day in Advent, and
as the vigil o¢of the Immaculate
Conception it has been designated
~— only a few years ago -- as a
day of fast and abstinence, Notre
Dame students are dispensed from
the fast and abstinence, but not
from the penance demanded by the
day.

The Mass schedule for Decem-
ber 8 will be the same as on Sun-
days -- at 7:15, 8:30, 9:45,
11:00, and 12:15 in Sacred Heart
Church; at 8:30, 9:45, 11:00,
and 12:15 in Stanford-Keenan
Chapel. There will be no 5:10
Masges in the halls or in Sacred
Heart Church next Tuesday.

* % * *® *

IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for

* * * *

FATHER JOSEPH MAGUIRE, C.S.C.

The funeral Mass this after-—
noon at 3:30 was sung for the re-
pose of the soul of Father Joseph
Maguire, C.8.C., who died last
Tuesday evening in Holy Cross
House, across St., Joseph's Lake
from the campus. He had passed
his 93rd birthday last October 28.

His obituary notice made note
of the fact that he had been or-
dained almost 68 years ago, that
he was one of the few persons who
remembered Father Sorin. Between
1897 and 1920 he headed the chem~
istry department at Notre Dame,
and in that capacity is generally
credited with persuading Rockne
to remain as chemistry instructor
after graduation. During those
years he taudght Father Nieuwland
for whom the science building is
named.

As recently as 1953 he was
teaching in the theology depart-
ment at Notre Dame. He was still
doing figuring skating at the age
of 83 and attended football games
at the age of 90.

For his devoted vears of pi-
oneer service to Ncotre Dame, he
merits the charity of cur pravers.

the following: Deceased -~ August Backus, bell captain at Morris TInn
since 1952; Mother M. Rose Elizabeth, C.5.C., former superior general
of the Sisters of the Holy Cross; father of Jesse Trevino of Dillon.




