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. - « aman of singular virtue ;
whose name is Jesus Christ, _ 3
whom the barbarians esteem as %

L
3 %
o el

a prophet, but whose follow- .:%%%
ers love and adore as the off-
spring of the immortal God.
He calls back the dead from.
the grave, and heals all
sorts of diseases with a

word, or a touch.

A

"He is a tall man, well
shaped, of an amiable and rev-
erent aspect; and his hair is of 2
a color that can hardly be matched,
falling in graceful curls, waving
about and very agreeably couch- r
ing upon his shoulders, parted %&
on the crown of his head, running = #
as a stream to the front, fashioned
after the Nazarites.

"His forehead high, large and im~ ™. >

posing; his cheeks without spot or wrinkle, e

and beautiful with a lovely red: his nose and mouth formed with ex-—
quisite symmetry:; his beard of a color suitable to his hair, reach-
ing below his chin and parted in the middle like a fork.

"His eyes bright blue, clear and serene, look innocent and digni-
fied, manly and mature. In proportion of body, most perfect and
captivating, his hands and arms most deslicate to behold.

"He rebukes with a majesty, counsels with mildness, his whole
address, whether in a word or deed, being eloquent and grave.

"No man has seen him laugh, yet his manners are exceedingly
Pleasant; but he has frequently wept in the presence of men.

"He is temperate, modest, and wise; a man for his extraordinary

beauty and divine perfection surpassing the children of men in every
sense,"

This word portrait of Our Lord is (continued on the back page)
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2. Today, more and more pro-
paganda 1is to the eifect (heo
self-contrel is impossible.

3., "The same modern know. -
edge which some would use to sul-

vert Christian ideals of chastit-

could be semployed even now ¢
help realize them. No chiid
should be left alone +to strugglsz

-

by himself with incomprehensibls
tension, with anxiety, with quil=z
Habits of self-denial and self-
control of the impulses can and
should be established before the
are needed,"

4. "The bold proposal ©o
set out to realize the Christian
ideal of chastity has not beer
taken seriously, because we dc
not genuinely believe it to be

possible., Our failure is a rezl
failure of faith."

5. The malice in contracep-
tion is "in the will's direct wvi-—
olation o¢f the procreative gocd

as an ideal
submerged.

as a value in itself,
which never may be
Take parallel situations. The
medical doctor does not have to
be saving lives all the time, ané
never has to save all lives, uk
when he acts professicnally he is
obliged to act to save and not o
destroy life. The intellect, to
committed to truth, need not seek
truth all the time or seek all
truth, but when it

should seek nothing else.

©. The notion that man is
an incarnate spirit is false and
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soclety is
in itself, not only
as a means to procreation, m“ﬁ
marital relations do have a roie
in fostering and in expressing
this union on its most basic pey-
chosocial level. But the signif-
icance of love 1s not complete in
itself and in the unity it estab-

7. ""The marital
a human good

.—,3 ;Lx;J »

lishes. Lovers must have a resl
value besides love in which *o
share, a value which transcends

their union and for whose attain-
ment they cooperate."
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contraception.,..” --Vernon J. Bourke
--in America (Feb. 20, 1965)
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fondom 15 the cnomy of ef Fleiengy,”

Thore is iho fable of the sculpltor who, having carved s fine
shatue, wns dissatisfioed with hic work. He made cne more cout with
hig chisel, This necessitated another ouiz, and this in turn atill
ancther,  Gradually the statue diminished in size until finallyw it
had cdisappeared, with nothing left but a pile of ztone fragments,

WHETHER we are carving a statue  Writing a book, arranging a
business deal or scrubbing a floor, there must come a +time when we
say, "It is good enough," and get on to something else,

*

This principle has an application in our spiritual lives., Tt
is true that we never are "good enough' as far as our gpiritual
growth is concerned, Since Jesus has set for us the ideal to "be
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect,” we never mav establish
a lower goal for ourselves. However, we can and must learn to be
content to be as good as we can be today.

SANCTITY, like diplomacy, is the art of the possible. A saint
is above all a realist. He does not waste valuable time and energy
in dreaming of great things which he may do for God tomorrow or next
year when circumstances may be more propitiocus. He concentrates on
doing the little thinags which he can do for God today and under the
circumstances in which he pPresently finds himself.

The late President Kennedy, in one of his speaches, quoted the
proverb that a long journey begins with the first step. That is
something which we must learn, we who are far from sainthood but who
do have good will. A parent may say, for example, "I wish that T
had more time for spiritual reading and prayer. I am sure that when
my family is raised I can be a much better Christian,”

That, of course, is nonsense. The busiest parent (and non-
parent, too) can be just as good today, in proportion to his oOPPOr-
tunities and circumstances, as he can be when he begins to collect
social security. All too often we use the promise of our future
imagined goodness to excuse ourselves from present effort.

FIVE MINUTES of daily spiritual reading now will be more pleag~-
ing to God than the hoped-for hour twenty years from now. A period-
i and fervent, "My God, I love Yvou," during today's hectic rush will
mean more to God (and to self) than hypothetical hours of contempla~-
tion in later leisure vears. One or two less cigarettes or drinks
today will be more spiritually profitable than a projected complete
abstinence "when I'm not under so much tension.”

With some of us it may be a form of perfectionism; with others



1t may be simple procrastings ion - this making of futare imagined
qroeatness an exousc for negioocting the bonaseor but roal possibilitioen
0f the present. Which over i+ 18, perfoctionism or proecrast ination,
we shall have made g long sty fowards besven when we have learned
to be content to de what we cnn for God today - and proceed to do
it.

WHATEVER the present circumstances cE our life may be, we have
not come to those circumstanc:: by accident. Unless we have in-
volved ourselves in an adverse situation by our own say we know
that our present state isg God'z will for us. Tt cannct be, eithor
from His viewpoint or from the viewpoint of our own ultimate best
interests, an unfavorable environment. It is the environment in
which we can and must grow in holiness.

We shall do so by making use of whatever small opportunities
each day may offer. Above all we shall do so by accepting what-
ever limitations our state in life, our work and responsibilities
may place upon us. God is well aware of all the limitations which
surround us. He asks only that we do for Him what we can - today.
--Fr. Leo J. Trese

"THERE LIVES AT IHIS TIME..." (continued from the front page)

ascribed to one Publius Lentulus, during the reign of Tiberius Caesar.
It was first found in the writings of St. Anselm, Archbishop of Can~
terbury, during the Eleventh Century. Since there is nothing to sub-
stantiate its authenticity, schelars have labeled it apocryphal.

But it's interesting -- even fascinating -- this pen~-picture of
Our Lord through the eyes of a pagan. Even if it were authentic:
and if it were announced that this same Person, with these same
Characteristics, would arrive in South Bend tomorrow, vou'd leave no
stone un-turned to be there: up front, too. vou'd skip the dining
hall, and the Huddle, the game In the gym, the show in Washington
Hall, maybe even Rosie's. vou'c side-step them all, so that you
wouldn't miss a thing. Maybe you'd even come early and stand in
line -- just to be sure you were on time!

Maybe we're not sure of this pen-picture. But there's one thing
we have no doubt of at all - the Real Presence of Our Lord at our
Adoration in the Lady Chapel these days =-- and at daily Mass -- and
in all our hall chapels all day long. With Faith opening our uge-
less eyes here, we need but change the title slightly to read:

IN YOUR CHARITY please pray for the "There lives at this
repose of the soul of Father John J. time on our altars..." Now

Hennessey, C.S.C., who died in Holy read the pen-picture with
Cross House last Thursday, March 4, confidence. And make the
and was buried on Saturday. He was most of it, and the reality
a priest for almost 59 years, 54 of it should be in our lives.
which were spent in the Bengal (rPa- —=~RELIGIOUS BULLETIN
kistan) missions. March 21, 1956




