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VACATION'S OVER...
...BUT NOT LENT

Last year at this time 
Lent was over, you had re­
turned from Easter vacation, 
and the spring social whir1
was beginning.

This year only the 
spring vacation i s over +
(Here, weather-wise, it was 
more like Christmas vaca­
tion.) And we're just past 
the middle of Lent. The va­
cation may have been hard on 
Lenten resolutions —  on the 
self-imposed mortifications 
and penance, on the regular­
ity in attendance at Mass.

(3 ince Lent is only half 
over, there is sti11 time to
live out those Lenten reso­
lutions . Renew them now. if 
you 've e; lipped during the va­
cation , get back on the High ----- — .....   — ----------—---
Road immediately. There are still —  and only —  eighteen days of 
Lent during which to share the sufferings of Christ that you may 
rise with Him to the New Life on Easter.

x

When you are asked to contribute, be gener­
ous . Even al quarter (25q) from each Notre
Dame student would put the Bishopsf Relief 
Fund drive $1000 closer to the $5,000,000 
goal.

* * * * * * * *  *

WHERE THERE IS LOVE . . .
"Work is love made visible."
"Work is empty isave when there is love."
When you work with love you bind yourself to yourself, and to one

another, and to God.u (Kahlil Gibran - The Prophet)
These lines re fleet the need man has for work which is mean-

ingful to himself and which is creative. Much has been written 
about the apathy of the present generation of college students.
Much of this is written by men who fail to understand either apa-

(continued on page three)



About Books....
THE EVER FRESH CHALLENGE OF GOD'S WORD What has the presence of 
the word of God effected in world history, and what does it continue 
to effect? This is one of the questions that Fr. Hans Urs von Bal­
thasar asks in his recent work, Word and Revelation.* Actually, he 
says, if we look back into history, we find that the word of God, as
proclaimed by the Church, was at 
first like a light shining in the 
darkness. The world gradually 
grew accustomed to its presence, 
and, consciously or unconscious­
ly, borrowed from Christian 
teachings whatever it considered 
desirable for mankind in ethical, 
cultural, and religious spheres. 
The proclamation of human rights 
today, for example, is doubtless­
ly due to religious inspiration.

"The Church," says Fr. von 
Balthasar, "is continually robbed 
and pilfered by secular humanism,
whose aim is to take from her all 
that is useful to man, and to 
leave her only what is unservice­
able ."

The Church, however, which
never ceases to be the light of 
the world, continues to present 
the word anew and in a living, 
vital way. This word, moreover, 
is a challenge to each individual, 
and sooner or later each person 
must accept or reject it. If he 
evades the encounter, his evasion 
produces in him a deformation 
which is his own making, his own 
responsibility.

The word of God constantly 
fresh challenges to men. When­
ever anyone sets himself to pur­
sue the highest ideals of mankind, 
he has to present himself to the 
word for a spiritual duel. The 
word issues its challenge to ev­
ery person who wishes to make his 
mark on history. Each person is
*Herder, 1964, $3.95

summoned to confront it, and to 
have his achievements measured by 
the achievement of the word.

The word, one might say, is 
the goad of human civilization. 
The present confusion brought 
about by modern progress is in 
large measure a sign of flight 
from an encounter with the word.

Man's life, says Fr. von 
Balthasar, at its deepest level, 
is a dialogue with God, but one, 
of course, in which God's word to 
man is infinitely more important 
than man's to God — * and man can 
respond as he should only through 
a constant hearing of the word.

Furthermore, all that God 
has to say to any man He has al­
ready spoken once and for all in 
Christ, so that each of us must 
individually acknowledge and make 
his own all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge hidden in 
Christ. Reading and contemplat­
ing Scripture (that is, in the 
concrete, is God's will for any 
Individual life and destiny. St. 
Thomas Aquinas says, "One who 
does not nourish himself on the 
word of God is no longer living. 
For as the human body cannot live 
without earthly food, so the soul 
cannot live without the word of 
God."

— Claude L. Boehm
* * * * *
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WHERE THERE IS  LO VE. . . (continued from the fro n t page)

thy or students. Apathy steins from lack of meaning —  a lack of 
love in a person's life. Meaning and love come from man's work and 
from those who associate with him in his work. Study and work are 
meaningless if they are without love, without reason. Education is 
becoming progressively more of an empty and meaningless ritual —  
an obstacle to be overcome when one is uncertain why it should be 
overcome or what the result of overcoming it will be. "Work is emp­
ty save when there is love."

All men have a need to feel important, to be wanted, to be ac­
cepted, to sense that they are creative, to find fulfillment. Man 
finds his fulfillment in love. When we love, we forget ourselves, 
we no longer concern ourselves about our own pleasure, our own self­
ish interests and desires. We realize only too well our shortcom­
ings and deficiencies, but these no longer concern us.

We seem to have a vague notion that love supplies some magic 
ingredient that makes up for all of our deficiencies. But love is 
not the supplying of an ingredient. Rather, love gives us a clear­
er perspective. Blind love is an anomoly, a contradiction in terms.
We see our shortcomings but at the same time we realize that they 
are basically no different from those of others. We realize also 
thae Christ loves us despite them and in a certain sense almost be- 
cuase of them. Whereas previously we had been trying to make our­
selves not what Christ wants us to be but what we want to be, now 
we are content to be what Christ wants us to be. Love is essential­
ly creative, for it is love of the Father for the Son which gener­
ates the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Love. It is this same love 
which found its expression in the creation of the world, in the 
same way it is love of a man and a woman for one another which cre- 
ates new human life.

But just as God's creativity did not cease when the world be- 
gan but rather continues throughout each moment of every day, so the 
creation of human life by a father and a mother does not cease at the 
birth of a child. At this time their creative work has just begun.
The entire lifetime of the child will require their creative activity
as they help to train the child and form in him a more perfect re- 
flection of God.

Our own lives require creativity in the development of our per­
sonalities * From birth until the Beatific Vision we are gradually 
progressing toward a more perfect fulfillment of ourselves, a deeper 
and more creative love. But this process begins with a genuine and 
truly Christian love of self. But knowledge must precede love. So 
we must know ourselves, our virtues, our limitations. Then we must 
accept ourselves as we are, not as we think we are. When we are
properly related to ourselves, we can properly relate to one another,
For we relate to others as we relate to ourselves: if we are demand­
ing of ourselves, we will be demanding of others. If we truly accept
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— William J. Crumley, C.S.C. 

* * * * * * * * *


