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"PEACE IS. MY GIFT TO YOU"
There is deep significance in the fact that 

the first Easter greeting spoken by Our Lord to 
His Apostles on the day of His Resurrection, con- 
sisted of one word, "Peace." It would seem, 
herefore, that the fruit of the Redemption, the 
victory of the Cross, the gift of the New Life of 
Grace, are all epitomized in this one small word.
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But it is the Peace of Christ that is meant, 
not peace as the world knows it and gives it. We 
are told that His peace surpasses understanding.
Certainly it is little understood by many. in 
the right sequence of events peace should follow 
victory. in the history of our own times, howev-llSPiillE

— Bishop Pursley's Easter Message
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About Books....

CHRISTIANITY IS EASTER 
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Well, the Church surrounds the 
essential event of the sacrament 
with many liturgical activities, 
Fr. Riepe tells us, in order to 
impress upon human beings the 
meaning of what is to take place 
or of what has taken place. "The 
Church acts out the sacramental 
event so that all those present 
can have some idea of what has oc­
curred." These outward rites and 
gestures explain the inward hap­
penings of the liturgy.

"Because the human mind is so 
limited and can grasp only so 
much at a time, the liturgical 
explanation makes the mysteries 
of our faith more intelligible by 
using words, gestures and rites 
to show what happens in the ad­
ministration of a sacrament.

The same principle of litur­
gical explanation, Fr. Riepe
shows, can also be applied to the 
Church year. Basically the 
Church year is one grand liturgi­
cal explanation of the central 
truth of our Catholic faith, name­
ly, the death and resurrection of 
Christ by which the redemption 
was accomplished. "The Church ex­
plains this great truth by show­
ing us what led up to and what 
came after it. In other words, 
tl*te Church year is a liturgical 
explanation of the mystery of Eas­

ter: the redemption. Easter is
at the heart of the Church year, 
and it is around Easter that the 
Church year revolves.

"For more than three hundred 
years," says Fr. Riepe, "no other 
feast was celebrated in the Cath­
olic Church apart from Easter. .

The death and resurrection of 
Christ was celebrated solemnly 
once a year at Easter, and cele­
brated in a less solemn fashion 
once every week on Sunday." Each 
Sunday of the year was a "little 
Easter," just as every Friday was 
a "little Good Friday."

The Christian religion, then, 
is basically an Easter religion. 
The whole Christian faith is 
based on Easter. . . The holy 
sacrifice of the Mass is a cele­
bration of Easter regardless of 
the time of the year. Or, in 
other words, it is a celebration 
of man's redemption.

Every feast celebrated during 
the Church year, therefore, has 
this purpose, namely, to take us 
to the core of the mystery of the 
redemption. The Church ‘doesn't 
intend the liturgy to be a chron­
ological following or a re-living 
of the life of Christ. Rather, 
the liturgy is the celebration of 
the redemption spread out for us 
over the span of the entire year.

—  Claude L. Boehm

The essential action m  the sacraments takes
Fr. Charles Riepe tells us in a recent Herder

hiving the Christian Seasons* —  so quickly that those
are often unaware that it has ended. Such sacraments, for
as those of Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders, take place 

a matter of seconds, and
lasts consider- 

What is the reason

*Herder, $2.95, 1964



NO LOVE. NO HEAVEN

Early in childhood we learned that God is all-powerful. He can 
do anything. Later we came to understand that, a 1 though God can do 
anything. He cannot do a no-thing. For example, He cannot make a 
square circle. The words "square" and "circle" are contradictory 
words. They cancel each other out. A square circle io not a some­
thing; it is a nothing, and God does not do nothings.

This is a truth to be remembered if and when we may be tempted 
to commit a grave sin. No one who is in his right mind and who be­
lieves in heaven and hell, would want to jeopardize his eternal hap- 
piness for the sake of a present and very temporary pleasure or gain 
Unfortunately, however, many persons have a mistaken and sentimental 
understanding of God. They may not put it into words, but in the
act of sinning their unconscious reasoning is, "God is a good God.
He will not let me lose heaven for this thing which I am doing."

What such persons fall to understand is that heaven, which is 
the possession of God in a union of love, and sin, which is a denial
to God of our love, are contradictory concepts. They cancel each
other out. Without love for God we are as incapable of possessing
God in heaven as a man without eyes is incapable of seeing the color 
of flowers.

God can do anything, but He cannot do a no-thing. He cannot
give heaven to a soul in whom there is no love for Him, no 
more then He could make a square circle.

But why cannot God make us love Him? Why cannot He put love in- 
to us if we are lacking in love? Here again we encounter the same 
difficulty: a contradiction in terms. Love for another person can­
not be forced upon us. if love is not freely given, it is not love 
at all. "Forced" and "love" cancel each other out. A forced love
is not a something, it is a nothing.

Fortunately for us, God does His best, with countless graces, 
to instill and preserve in us a love for Himself. He wants our love 
He Hants to have us with Himself in heaven. Indeed, without His 
help, we would be incapable of making an act of love for Him. But, 
however powerful the graces He may give us, there remains to us al- 
ways a margin of freedom. We must make the choice. We must want 
to love Him, with a love expressed by our acceptance of His will. 
"What God wants, I want"; this, and not any sentimental imitation, 
is a real act of love. Our opportunity for making this act of love, 
this surrender of self to God, ends at death.

When a photographer is developing his films, there comes a point 
where he plunges the film into a chemical bath called a fixer. The 
fixer immediately stops the process of development. From that mo­
ment on, the film remains permanently unchanged. Whatever the con­
trasts of light and shadow, they are irrevocably set.

(continued on the back page)


