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Vfgxcgrcensgltln,lQSBF there was a hearing by the U.S. Bishops. in preparaticn for
Eheir forthcoming pastoral on U.S. economic. 1ife., 'As & Catholic lnstltutlon_

"Labor Day and Notre Dame"

Almost one-hundred years ago "Labor Day" began in New ¥York's Union Square
as a parade publicizing the achievements and goals of labor. For many years

_other U.S. cities witnessed “Labor Day" spectaculars and reverberated with

oratory decrying injustices dealt workers in the industrialization of U.S. plants
and wmines, farms and offices. As the intensity and attendance of the rallies
slackenad and many of the workers' goals were met, "Labor Day" became the final
vicnic or outing of the summer.

Also, almost one-hundred years ago, Pope Leo XI1I issued Rerum Novarum
or "The Condition of Labor". Ninety years after this first labor encyclical,
Pope John Paul II issued Laborem Exercens or "On Human Labor". Like Popes Paul,
John and the two Piuses, the present pope reaffirmed and expanded on Leo's social
teaching. -Coupled with documents of the Second Vatican II, the Synods of Bishops
and the pastorals of national hierarchies, the popes' writings form modern Catholic
social teaching.

Thée theme of that teaching is: human dignity is to be respected and enhanced
by private citizens, public officials, corporations, unions, institutions and
‘associations. The corpus of that teaching with respect to workers'is: ‘every
physical, ‘intellectual and artistic endeavour is "labor" and part of human co-
‘creative activity with-God: ‘every human being has a right to labor with dignity;
every worker ‘has-a right to Jjust recompense, some free-time, and adequate insurance
for illneéss-and retiremeént; every workplace should be safe and healthy; workers
should have Some deCLSlon—maklng and. ownership role in their work: workers have .

~a-rightto:form and join unions of their own ¢hoice, The specific details of these

rights should ensue from honest and- just analysis, labor-management dialogue;
contracts and legislation. - However, whatever the difficulty, the preféerence should
be for labor over capital, people over profit, community over. consumption and :

justice over,prerogative;

.. “Inothe last two years; Notre Dame has been the originator of two 1mportant
conferences oh labor-related issues. In 1982, there was a sympos;um on Laborem’

wrc ESSluG a commitment to soecial justlce as a constitutive dimension of its'.
Notre Dame can be proud of such conferences and many other social justice

‘ement

Foaaver, to insure an integral response to social justice, all Notre Dame

“folkimustoévaluate their treatment and attitudes toward workers.  All of us must
.. rise abo"e the cormplacent cocktail party and comfortable dinner table talk. Other—
"wise, we-will be numbered in-a recent survey which concluded that college life has

iittle:impact on students' social and political views, The Catholic social

--teachingdoes.not bless capitalism, socialism or any other politico-economic ideo-

ogy. - Catholicisocial teachlng critigues all such systems. Catholic social
aching .challéengés all of us, in our relatively afflient picnics and outings, to -
erber that life is-no pic¢nic for many. For many are counted out of the affiu-
2. A1) are called to sharé ourselves. and resources and to change ocur corpe- -

»’athuS and’institutions.. For, we desire to retain our heritage - the celebration

and .co

itment of "Labor Day" ‘in the u. S.vrather than the violence and victimizing

50‘ "Vay Dav” elsewﬁere.

- Rev. Patrick J. sullivan,. €.S5.C..
Sociology bepartment .




WHAT IS THIS "NOTRE DAME RELIGIOUS BULLETIN"?

Well, if you have relatives or friends who had attended Notre Dame years
ago, they might be able to tell you something about the old Bulletin.
If not, you will be able to read all about it in next week's issue.

A NEW (ACADEMIC) YEAR'S RESOLUTION:

50 years ago at the opening of the new school year, the Notre Dame
‘Religious Bulletin, in step with the New Deal era (we suppose), declared

the vear 1934-35 "The Square Deal Year"!
deal?

Quote:
Then be square with God and yourself this year. ILive everyday in

"You like to get a square

the state of grace."

WELCOME AND WELCOME BACK +e+ 4.

To the new-comers and old-timers we extend our warmest greetings.

As

you are finishing up with unpacking the suitcases, moving into your new
office, getting acquainted with roommates and many, nany other matters
that are part of the Notre Dame life at this time of year, try to take
some time out to have a quiet meditative moment at the Grotto and enjoy

a peaceful stroll along the lakes

- 'He that stole, Lot him
steak no mose: bui rathern
Let him Labour, working
with his hands the thing
~which s good, that he
may have something to
give fo him that suffen-
veth need.'EpheAiané, 4,28

_ 'Zﬁ thz queAt&on he aéhad "How muat
one's pussessions be uéad7”, the Church

nepliles without hesitation. .. "Man shoubd
not considern his material possessions ws.

his own, but as common Lo alk, s0 as Lo

o Shane them without hesitation when otherns
care An need". !

Leo XITI,
'V(C T.S. t&an&ﬂai&on p. 25)

Rekum Nouaﬂum :

ON THE DIGNITY OF woRK,u4Q;*'

We say That no&maﬁﬁy’;;afmah {imdé.
his greatest Lnfenest and pleasure

| and enthusiasm in his wonk; That that

work fo bean him the frult of inter-
est and pleasuwre must be wonh by.
which he ewwns his Living and not
menely wonrk done in his spare Zime..
that such wornk Zo bearn frult, maAt,
“he Auch as Zhe werhkéi
L8 responsible fon wot
mesely fon its Lack of
I faults but forn its
mesdits .

- Enda GiRE -




| sept. 26

“Sponsored by the Thoma's More Socieﬁy of Nofiré’bame PRy

. ‘f,"avallable for partlc:.pan’cs., i

o —“;—"ert J

n'Syept. 193

‘CHRIST, the EUCHARIST and the CHURCH 7 =
"(Er. Daniel Jenky, Director of Unlvers_ltg M1nlstrg)
“SCRIPTURE:~ "The Personal Teacnmg ofGodt e e
« (Frsi Francis. Cafarell'r Assistant- Vlcempresudent) roe P TR
. Why John.Padl II's Insmteqce Of the R,turn of- CO\TE&;SIO\P_ e

o '(Blshop Josepb Crowleg) e E t

JOHN PAUL: II AND THE CATHOLIC VISION

. Wednesday evenlngs, 7:30 -78 15 -
. thtle T’heat‘ce ’ LaFortune Student Center o

Ca ‘séries of talks desmgned +to mtroduce several o
of the maijor themss of John. Paul II's Pontificate..

~Each talk will focus on “one or- more-recent. addresses 0

-of the Pope; ooples of these documents w:.ll be

v and the Splrltuallty of. MARRIACE
'(D‘. Janet Snutb rogram of ~Liberal St:ud:.es)

SOCI;AL & ECONCMC DEC’.EILDDME:NT for the POOR -




