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"Lalx:>r Day and Notre Dame" 

Almost one-hundred years ago "Labor Day" began in New York's Union Square 
as a parade publicizing the achievements and goals of labor. For many years 
other c.s. cities witnessed "Labor Day" spectaculars and reverberated with 
oratory decrying injustices dealt workers in the industrialization of U.S. plants 
and ~ines, farms and offices. As the intensity and attendance of the rallies 
slackened_ and many of the workers' goals were met, "Labor Day" became the final 
?icnic or outing of the summer. 

Also, almost one-hundred years ago, Pope Leo XIII issued Rerum Novarum 
or "?he Condition of Labor". Ninety years after this first labor encyclical, 
?o::ie John Paul II issued Laborem Exercens or "On Human Labor". Like Popes Paul, 
John and the two Piuses, the present pope reaffirmed and expanded on Leo's social 
teaching~ Coupled with documents of the Second Vatican II, the Synods of Bishops 
and the pastorals of national hierarchies, the popes' writings form modern Catholic 
sociaJ. teaching~ 

The theme of that tea~hing is: human dignity is to be respected and enhanced 
by private citizens, public officials, corporations, unions, inst.itutions and 
associatiohs. The corpus of that teaching with respect to workers is: every 
physical, intellectual and artistic endeavour is "labor'' and part of human co­
creative activity with God; every human being has a right to labor. with dignity; 
every worker has a right tp just recompense, some free-time, and adequate insurance 
for illness and retirement; every ~iorkpl.ace should be safe and heal thy; workers 
should have"some decision-making and. ownership role in their work; workers have 
a right to· form and join unions of their own choice, The specific details of these 
rights should .ensue.from honest and just analysis, labor-management dialogue, 
contracts and legislation. However, whatever the difficulty, the preference should 
oe for labor over capital, people over profit, corrununity over consumption and 
Justice over .Prerogative. 

In the last two years, Notre Dame has been the originator of two important 
co;; ferences O:l labor-related issues. In ·1982, there was a symposium on Labor<;im· 

· Excercen_s •. -In 1983, there was a hearing by the U.S. Bishops in preparation for 
.their forthcoming pastoral on U. s. economic life. As a Catholic institution 
;>rofessing a commitment to social justice as a constitutive dimension of its 
:niss_io:i, '>otre Dame- can be .proud of such conference.$ and many other social justice 
invol.>;:err.e.nts. 

Howev.,,r, to insure ·an integral response to social justice, all Notre Dame 
· f'.):k must-_·evaluate their treatment and attitudes toward workers. All of us must 

r_ise above. the corcplacent cockt.ail party and comfortable dinner table talk. Other­
~ise, we will be nurr.bered in a recent survey which concluded that college life has 
little impact on students' social and political views. 'l'he catholic social 
~eaching does not bless capitalism, socialism or any. other politico-economic ideo­
.iogy. Catholic social teaching critiques a11·such systems. catholic social 
teaching challenges all of us, in our relatively affluent picnics and outings, to 
:-emerr.ber that life_ is no picnic ·for many.· For many are counted out of the afflu­
ence •.. Ul are calle~ to share ourselves and resources and to change our corpo­
:-ations .and ._i_nstitutions. For, we desire to retain our heritage - the celebration 

_and.· co:nmi tment of-- "Labor Day" in the U.S. rather than the violence and victimizing 
of ":-;aye Day" elsewhere. · 

Rev. Patrick J. Sullivan·, c.s.c ... 
Sociology Department 



WHAT IS THIS "NOTRE DAME RELIGIOUS BULLETIN"? 
Well, if you have relatives or friends who had atte..'1ded Notre Dame years 
ago, they might be able to tell you something al::out the old Bulletin. 
If not, you will be able to read all about it in neAt week's issue. 

A NEW (ACADEMIC) YEAR'S RESOLUTION: 
50 years ago at the opening of the new school year, the Notre Dane 
Religious Bulletin, in step with the New Deal era (we suppose), declared 
the year 1934-35 "The Square Deal Year"! Quote: "You like to get a square 
deal? Then be square with God and yourselrthis year. Live everyday in· 
the state of grace." 

WELCOME AND WELCOME BACK I I ID t 

'Ib the new-comers and old-timers we extend our warrrest greetings. As 
you are finishing up with unpacking the suitcases, :::roving into your new 
office, getting acquainted with roomuates and many, many other matters 
that are part of the Notre Dane life at this time of year, try to take 
sorre tine out to have a quiet meditative moment at the Grotto and enjoy 
a peaceful stroll along the lakes! 

'He. :tha-t J.itole., lrd. hJ...m 
J.i.te.aJ',. no mo!Le.: but Jta;theA 
le..t him labo uJi, wo11.k)_ng 
w-Uh h,W hand6 :the. :thing 

· wtuc.h iJ.i good, tha;t he. 
may have. J.iome.tlu11g :to 
give_ :to tum :tha;t J.i u 6 6 e.'1. -
e.th ne.e.d. 'Ephe.J.i,lano , 4. '2. &. ' 

I In ,the. q ue.J.itio VI. he. CUi h.e.d. II HOW mw.i t 
0 ne. r .6 po,5,5e.J.i.6,{,o11.6 be. UJ.i e.d? IJ ' the. Chwtdt 

·11.eplie.J.i f.,\,Uhou.t he.J.ii:ta:tCon. . . 11 i\hn .ohou.td 
vw:t c.o vu,ide.11. IUJ.i ma.te.'1.ia..t po.6.6 e..o.o,lo n.o a:-s 
h,W own, but a..6 c.ommo 11 :to a.Le., J.i o i:L6 to 
J.ifJ£ULe. the.m wUhout he.J.i,l,ta.tion whe.n o:theM 
a11.e. .in ne.e.d". ' Le.o XIII, Romm Nova11.ur1i 
(C.T.S . .t'1.an.6la:tton, p.'2.5). 

ON THE DIGNITY OF WORK.' .. I 

We. .oau :tha;t no!LmaUy • •. i:l man 6i..nd6 
hi.o g11.e.a.te.J.i:t ,[nte.11.e.o:t and ple.a.o Wte. 
and e.n..-tf w.J.ii..a..6m in h.u, wo11.k.; :tha.t 
woJtk. .to b e.a/1. tum :the. fiJtuU o i5 in:te.Jt­
e,6t and pte.cv.iuJLe mu.o.t be. woJtk. by 
whic.h he. e.CV1.n.6 hiJ.i living and not 
me.11.e.ly Wo!Lk. done. ,ln l'i-L6 .6pa'1.e. time. •. ; 
that -Mtc.h woJtk. :f;,o be.cut 6Jtui:t, mMt 

· be. J.i uc.h c0s :the.· woJtf<.Vr. · 
.u f1..e.J.ipo nl:i,[b.f.e 6oJt no.t 
meAely 601t ,{,,t,,s fac.k o 6 
cautto but 60'1. i;t6 
me/VLt.6. 

- Ervi.c. GrLU - . 



Sponsored by the Thomas More Society of Notre Dame 

JOHN PAUL II AND THE CATHOLIC VISION 

. • Wednesday evenings, 7: 30 - · 8 :15 
. Little· Theatre, LaForturie Student Center 

... a series of talks designed to introduce several 
of the rrajor theres of John Paul II's Pontificate. 
Each talk w'ill foci.ls on one ·or· no re . reca'1t addresses 
of the Pope~ copies of these documents Will be 
available forParticipants~ 


