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As a little boy in southern Italy 
Thomas Aquinas asked "What is God?" 
It is a question he pursued through 
the forty-nine years of his lifeo How 
and where he pursued it is of special 
importance for those of us fortunate 
enough to spend four years 9 or a life-· 
time, at Notre Dame. 

Thomas was a university person. 
He began his studies at Montecassino, 
continued them at Naples and Cologne, 
and became one of the greatest theolo­
gians ever associated with the Univer­
sity of Paris. Throughout his life 
he read, wrote, disputed, lectured, 
commented, preached and prayed. Quite 
soon after his death he was recognized 
as a sainto 
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Catholics, sensitive to 
the demands of ~~~tice and charity, 
we may be tempt13d to think of 
these years of study as a guilty 
vacation from the :real worl(L 
We recall Christ rs description 
of the Last Judgeme11L I was hungry 
and you fed me, I c-ras naked and 
you clothed me, I was homeless 
and you took me in. What has the 
life of the mind to do '\·Jith th2 
essential Christian tasks? 

St. Thomas Aquinas is the 
patron of the schools precisely 
in order that; by thinking about 
his life, we might pick up clues 
as to how we should lead ours. 
Our lives as students, as pursuers 
of the truth. The human person 
is made for truth. Our highest 
capacity is mind and truth is 
the perfection of mind. The practi­
cal order 9 social and political 
arrangements 7 are necessary if 
we are to have conditions conducive 
to the pursuit of the truth. We 
in universities are the benefici­
aries of those conditions. But 
our task is not a selfish one. 
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Truth turns out to be a per-
11I am the Hay~ !:he Ti:.-uth 

the Life" n Thomas sho':IS us 
the acadernic life is x2ot 

an alternative to the Christian 
lifes but a mode of ito In the 
Christian perspective~ all men 
are called to eternai 
God, to what is called 

1u1ion \--~'·:L·~.n 

t11e hca. tif ic: 
visiono St Augustine called this 
_g~g9-:tum dE;_ veritate~ d2light in 
tl1e t:rutl1 o 

The life of stn<l7 ought u1·­
timately to be related to the 
Tru.tl1 ·Lhat is Godo l'.:11:en t:l:J~ sct1ola:r-:~ 

does this 9 he ackn.rn·:1Gdges that 
the object of h.is conC.•?.!rn is s. 
good share2ble by all" (}u;:-s is 
not a self-indulgent 9 f:'Gliptstic 
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from t11e ordi1Jar:;r 'f;-J'or1(s of justic.e 
and mercy o But there :ts ru.ex-cy 
and mercy" fundrunental and higher 
needs of our fellows. St:. ThrnTias 
saw teaching as an act of ra.ercy 
~sharing what one has with those 
who do not have it 0 Han does not 
live by bread alone. 

St" Thomas 7 scholar and mys­
tic 1 ,,:as always at the disposal 
of others 9 answering letters of 
inquiry 9 disputing 9 writingo Think~ 
ing about him can help us see 
our academic life~ not as the 
culpable avoidance of concern 
for our fellows~ but the opportu­
nity to develop in a special and 
higher way the virtues of charity~ 
justice and 0 mercy. 

Ralph Mcinerny is a 
of Medieval Studies and 
of the Medieval Institute. 
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January, 1985 

Dear Friends: 

'!\vice a year, I will be sharing with you a general 
accounting of how University Ministry distributes your 
Sunday offerings. As you perhaps already know, rrost of 
our collection is used to support programs for the poor 
and needy. A much smaller portion is used to help off­
set the cost of our liturgical program in Sacred Heart 
Church as well as for a part of our building IIRintenance. 
Because University Ministry and Sacred Heart Church are 
substantially funded through the University, we are able 
to use IIDst of what you contribute to directly help others. 
Supports for the Church and sharing with those in need 
are basic Christian responsibilities, and so I encourage 
you to continue to be generous. May God bless you for 
all you do. 

In l'btre Dazne, 

~. >()~ q~ c..rt: 
Director of University Ministry 



Collections Report 
July - December 1984 

Sacred Heart Church 1 l\Totre Dame, Indiana 

Special Collections 

Mission Sunday 
(<Xt. 21) 

Ethiopian 

$ 9,252.65 

7,723.12 

St. Vincent De Pa~ 1,549.19 
(fran the poor to.x) 

-=$ .... 18=--=, 5=24....,--_ =e=6 
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Monthly Collections 

July $ 3,717.72 

August 2,314.74 

September* 6,188.11 

<Xtober* 8,854.38 

November* 5,185.72 

Decanber 2,788.15 

* Football rronth. 
$29,048.82 

Disbursement 

Andre House(Fr. Fitzgerald 
& Mike Baxter) 

Anawim House(shelter) 
American Cancer Society 
Bread for the World 
CARE 
The Catholic Worker 
Central Corrmittee for 

Conscientious Objectors 
The Christophers 
Corvilla 
Covenant House 
De Paul Center, Inc. 
Fr. Egidio Nkaijana'tm:::> 

(African schools) 
Holy Cross Justice & Peace Ctr. 
Holy Cross Missions 
Holy Cross Mission Center 
Hunger Coalition 

$ 800.00 

200.00 
25.00 

500.00 
100.00 
500.00 
100.00 

100.00 
500.00 
200.00 
200.00 
250.00 

.3,000.00 
2,000.00 

Indiana Office of Campus Ministry 
Nat'l Interreligious Service 

500.00 
200.00 
100.00 
100.00 

Board for Conscientious 
Objectors 

Our lady of Good Counsel Church 
Phoenix House (v.omen's shelter) 
St . Vincent De Paul Society ' 
Sojourners 
United Religious Corrrnunity 
Volunteer Services - Center for 

Social Concerns 
William Downing Medical Trust 

250.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

100.00 
200.00 

3,000.00 

200.00 
$15,125.00 

Liturgical Program and Church 
Upkeeping(July '84-June '85) $12,000.00 

$27,125.00 

Balance: $29,048.82 - $27,125.00 = $1,923.82 
'The balance will be added onto the 1ncotne. of January - June '85 
and the disbursement will be assigned at the end of the fiscal 



Notre Dame 1U1..1m:rli Clubs across the country 
will sponsor Ha Do students in Summer Service 
Projects (SSP) again t.his year. Students· who 
are selected to participate in the SSP spend 
eight weeks during the summer working in a 
service project ~,·hich is developed according 
to three fact.ors;; 1) the :needs of the local 
coIBrnmdty s 2) the talents and sk:Uls of the 
student po.rticipan.t ~ s_n_d 3) the in~terests of 
;~J1e SfJOn.so:r:.":Lng Cirtb o Upon. corupl~;tior1 of th.e 
project:.$ t.he spol.lso:ciug club awards a $1~200 
Social Con.cerns. Sc11olar:;h_ip to tJ1e ~tudent. 
ss::..-vj_ng their com.mun.i·t:y" 

I~ast stFn.n1er J.\Jotre Dar12e stt:d.errts ~-:ro1"'lced in pro ...... 
jects serving needy people such as the elderly~ 
ec:on.01n:Lcall ~l depr=L ved child.ren ~ 1ner:ri.:e,lJ. y an.a 
physically hs,ndicappr:!d indiv:i"dua.ls, and the~ 

h.omeless o TI1c~r 1·1orl<ed in various en.\ri.:r·on.m.ents !J 

i11cl11ding legaI~a.id clinicsr, hospitals~ shel~ 
ters ~ sum.mer camps~ and o:rphan2ges e . 

Applicat:i.ons En-,:; available at the Center for Social Concerns. The 
deadline date for applj.cations is February l p 1985" For more informa-­
tion cont.act Harty Mosby Ken.ah.an~ SSP Coordinator 1 at 239-7867 o 

Paln1 Sunday \l\/eekend Retreat 
ffllJJ!!l g;m !?I'@ KA'; ,2@ -~t?tl ll:iJ <{j 
ITWU""°a ~!Jf! ..,.,,~~ ~V:; '0;J!; 8 

Begin HOLY WEEK and the EASTER SEASON with a time away 
for prayer~ reflection and relaxationo Leave Friday after 
supper for Crowe 9 s House on Lake Michigan and return Sundayp 
after brunch~ The retreat will be conducted bv Fr. Steve 
Gibson. There is a cost of $7 per person. For reservations 
simply call the Office of University Ministry or drop 
by and leave your Name and local address and phone number. 



NIGHT PRAYER 

Every Thu.t sday. starU.ng Jan:uary 24th. 
Uruvermt y ~linist:ry will off er Night Prayer 
m the Lady Chapai of Sacred Hoort Church. 

This short service of smltJ; md prsiyer will begin 
ea~ Th~.AaJry at 9:15pm. 

PTesiders will include members of the Notre &me 
residence hall staff; Music wru be provided by 

the Notre Dame Folk Choir. 

All are welcome. and mvit.ed to attend. 

We welcome 
com·mengs and fe_edbaclr 

·-·· 

ff ronr71 you! 
Students~ comments 

are especially encoufaged .. 

J usi: send to: 
Office of University Ministry 

attn.,· Religious Bulletin 

OFFICE OF 
UNIVERSITY 

MINISTRY 
Universi1y of Notre' Dame 
Notre Dame, -IN 46556 

Library Concourse 2 l 9•239·6536 
Bodin Hall 219•239·5242 


