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OLord, 
db notletus turn into "broken cisterns" 
that carr hold no water ... 
do hot1et us be so blinded by the enjoyment 

.. ·of the good things of earth 
that our hearts become insensible to the cry 

of the poor, 
·of the sick, of orphaned children 
and .of thoseihnumerable brothers and· 

~ist('.!rs of ours · 
who lack the necessary minimum to~at, 

··todothe their nakedness, 
andto gather their family together under 
· one roof. ·· 

•Popc]ohnXX11!(1881-1963) 



/!T/,,e /JJ/,,adow-a- of ~xfoe1tienc'3 
. Q o o Jll &Ja~l-a1ta <&~ant 

The everyday happenings of this 
world are secret doors with sliding 
catches and. hidden hooks that, 
if inadvertently sprung, could 
send one hurtling down unknown 
passageways. The effects of this 
passage are unpredictable-altering 
one's vision, changing one's 
direct.ion. Often, that which 
appeared to · be an unnecessary 
frustration can ·. be the •. source 

. of some small or . great irisigh.t
···. about the .. situation >its~lf, .. or 
ahem t .. one' .s own charac tet or:'. goals. 
My summer was such:. an.·· endless 
flight ·through. ·the shadows· of 
experiences. I became· a part 
bf the Summer Service Project 
Program, and through my project, 
many people, places and. ·experien-'-' 
ces· became a; pa:rt of my •life. 
Engulfed by ·many . cla:i,ms · on my 
time and s,kills, ·.I began· to ap- ·· 
preciate ·more ··.keenly· the endless 
gift .of pdssibilities · inherent 

. in . each pers()n' s ·need, i ttl. every 
problem'·· .. ertc:ountered~ fr(. each per~> 

.. · sonal chalienge~ 

S~~:i:ti~g. •··off for A~:tin,. Texk~.· 

·••;~~{eJif £~~1i~f ;f j~ ~~=~t![!~i ........... · 
... tJ:iJngs.. of : which ' worked ~;o(it . 

exactly as I had imagined. My 
SSP experience was not contained 
within the actual work of my pro
ject nor was it limited to those 
eight short weeks. Rather, the 
SSP was an "opening" for me; 
an opening to a v1s1on of life 
beyond the Midwest and Notre 
Dame • 

Mine was a dual project: I spent 
four weeks working ·with Rural 
Upward Bound, located on the campus 
of St. Edward's University, RUB, 

· · provided · seven weeks of academics 
and cultural experiences for about 
fifty rurally <isolated Hispanics, 
ranging . in age ·. froin 15 to 20 
years old. During the second 

. . four weeks, T combined iny inv<:>lve-
. ment. in RUB with a "learning 
camp" which took . place .at San 
Francisco Parish, a small Hispanic 
parish in the. rural . area . south 

·of Austin. · rn· the -San Francisco 
ptogra'm r spent four weeks with 
ten ·juriiot high school . students 
all. boys, 'except one. My ori1y 
.iptf.od1l~tion .... to ·this 

\.the ·infbr:mat'.idtt that 
· -:'1rowdy'i ·.and .I1<>~e·.··of 
· tel!i;h~rs waritecl 'u1.(?m. · 



I decided from the very first 
day not to try to "control" these 
potential demons; instead I gave 
them the option to control them
selves. We played a lot of basket
ball,. and talked about sharing 
and working together. We picked 
wild flowers and discussed what 
it meant to be "rooted"-our fam- · 
ilies, our cultures, our country. 
We became friends, and talked 
about love. 

The . lessons which I attempted .. 
to share with "my kids", I also 
attempted to put into my every 
day life. I came _to touch and · 

· · be touched by a ·wide range of 
personsp of• differing ages, and · 
backgrounds, and visions. I 
shared in the lives of many of 
the Holy Cross Brothers in whose. 
community home I spent four weeks~ 
In patiently listening, .·I provided 
them a .chance to tell their sto'
ries many . of. which shed light 

. on the· questions and frustrations 
. with which I found myself ·dealing. 

As I left the Texas hill country, 
and as I watch falling leaves 
here at Notte Dame, I know thnt 
the service which I rendered 
seems almost insignificant when 
compared with what I recieved. 

My summer, which' now seems so 
distant, was indeed .an opening 
for me. I have recognized the 
importance of living one's life 
with an open heart--accepting 
to recieve but not to clutch 
or hoard or to cling. To love 
with an open heart-accepting 
God's . gifts aand people in one':: 
life without expecting them tc 
1i ve up to some ideal. All mud 
easier said than done; all growinf 
out of a choice which began earlie1 
and · exterids beyond but was nur
tured and challenged by a 11 summe1 
o:f service." 

. Students wishing ·. · further infor· 
· mation of the -=S:..::u:::mm=e:::r--=S..:::e;;:..r_:..v.:::i~c• 

·. 'Projects . should inquire at th1 

Ceriter for Social Concerns • 

In the whole world. Christ suffers dismemberment .... 
·His Mystical· Body is. drawp·andquc;irtered from.age to 
age ... As long as we .are orrearth the Jqve.that unites 

· .. us will bring us stiff erin~ by qufvery con~act with one .· 
anotheL becaµse this lov~· istheresettirtg bf a Body· of.···. 
brokenbones. D THOMAS, MERTON .. . . . . . .. 
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·Feast of St. Martin of Tours 

November II 

A conscientious objector who wanted 
to be · a monk; a monk· · who was 
maneuvered into being a bishop; 
a . bishop who fought paganism 
as well . as·. plead~d .. for mercy to. 
heretics; such was Mart:i.n of 
Tourso .· 

· riI · .. have served ·.you, as a soldier; 
·'now·· let me serve Christ~ Give 
· the bo1.Ultf to those who ~re going 
to fight. But I am a soldier of 
Chiist, and .it is ·not lawful for 
me to fight. tr 
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