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1'Dreams are the stained glass · 
windows of the soul11 someone 
wrote recently. Carefully 
studied, dreams provide us with 
insight about what is going on 
in our lives. Dreams put us 
in touch with a deeper reality 
that sometimes escapes us in 
day-to-day consciousness. 

Dream images are fashioned in 
the imagination. They are vital 
to treative living. Artists 
and engineers, journalists and 
scientists, educators and polit
ical leaders thrive on imagin'-'
ation. Imagination orchestrates 
our faculties of sense, memory, 
intellect-our history, experience 
and feelings~to form images about 
our ~orld ~o we can find ways 
to cope with it, shape it. love 
it, ·and even make it happen. 
Images help us communicate with 
our world · and with one · another. 



Religious .images are important 
too. We fashion images of God 
and of what is holy and sacred. 
'Ibe photo image of earth taken 
from space fills us with awe 
and with reverence. Creation 
is holy. The religious imagin
ation tries literally to imagine 
things with God. It attempts 
to see and image the world as 
God sees it Q And we. are touched 
at the deepest · core of our being 
by thes.e images. 

One such image in both Old and 
New Testament is the image . of 
"Kingdom". No one knows .for 

. sure when the title "king 11 ·.was· 
first applied to ·Yahweh. Israel 
experienced Yahweh as . one who 
had dominion over. its history. 
Israel had . a dream that orie day 
the "reign of God 11 would happen. · 

Hence there was really very little 
that was novel in Jesus' preac:hihg 

. about the "kingdom." He aS!';UIDed 
his audienp:~ knew .about .the reign · 
of Yahweh •. The. concept .dominated 
his . >preachi.rig and gave . meaning, 
t~ his lit~ nqd his. acti~ity: 
God · reigns· .ove,r hi story and·. He 

.. does so· in· or:d,er to cfiange thirigs~ · 

'Ibis provides us with two. keys. 
to understand Jesus: . · >first., 

·Jesus ··is '.n~t. ·H1e · Jo~us of· his 
own , pf~~(:h:ir1g_:_.th~ ..•• · kl~gdi)rir •.· ·is; .. · 

.. · - -·':'·L,)<:·.~··:.:~ .. >·.'.~.\ ... ·'· <·:,: .. :,:-··;: ; . 
. ·~ - .-: ·, ''•'. 

second, Jesus did not talk about 
God but rather about the changes 
that needed to be made to bring 
about the "reign of God." Tile 
"signs" or "images" of the reign 
of God are happening, he tells 
the disciples of the Baptist: 
"Go tell John, the blind see, 
the lame walk, · the · poor have 
the good news preached to them. 11 

Throughout the gospel. even when 
the word is not used, we feel 
a movement of compassion about 
Jesus. His concern is for . the 
alienated, the marginalized
the widow, the hungry• the little 
ones. Of such is the kingdom. 
What he wanted most of all was 
to awaken people to the unjust 
structures that oppressed people 
of his time. That was his dream, 

·. hi~ :i.mage of the reign of ·God. 

And. so,· on . ttr:i.s feast .. of Christ 
the King, 1985, vie must be about 
the tasks of God Is reign in. our 
world. . It·.· is a day to sharpen 

·· the . :images • of our hope for . the 
.. world. .Can we dream of a world 
at peace~ a world .. in·. which hungry 

·are fed, . the naked clothed?· 



And with that dream can we put 
all our energies and talents 
to the task of making it happen? 

As the leaders of the super
powers meet in search of world 
peace, let our prayer, our dream 
be that of Isaiah. 

"They shall beat their swords into plowshares. 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
one nation shall not train for war again ••• 
He will destroy death forever; the Lord God 
will wipe away the tears from all faces." 

"How ~maey. it is for me. g@ Diwe wifUv. lf©!l', 0 b~ . ~ . ~ n is ffi.T 
me fo belgeve irnJ yolY!l · · . .. · . ·. . . · . · 

"When, fo pt;rpBexity, my :tjpirit llMiires U.~ @so ~~ wlfrelii1. ~ · ·~· 
.. iflff@lligenf do rwU !>00 .. forthe!' fhaira ~his mrri:mir;g @rwdi t1@ .~. ~w to/~ 
wW hcnt@ io lb@ dorta<ti OOMOllf@W: JfOl!G p@l!il!i' fiwro ~ ~ SJ@~ <rmri~} 
gfiiCEV ~OM. exis;t @nd tha~ y~m esro ll'11akhin13 @Mf hJJ ~ ~J fmBH gfos@. ~ ~·· ·· 

. fhe g@cd not ho do~ ... · · ..... < ·. • ·. . .'> .. · .. ··. · .. ·· .. · .· .. 
· . 11059 th® e:resB oil @elrthGy gl@llf, i ~dw wfilCii ~8Shmoffill! ~kl~ 
· uhrro11reh d@sgnJlr •. This tpmh fr@ow whldh 8 ~JM ~@ ~ deifu .5'® ~. 
to hurm:fr;lfy @ refl@dioo @U yoor f'©l}'S. .· .. 

· "All·thae 9 ziu01tB ~m hrrwra eo mD~ OU gO.em, 'Y©fJJ '1$;/18 §mm mo •. Amil·. 
wh01t I shtill .no~ sumioo lw 11'$fkdlraw;, yew mwe ~13~ ii@ ~., 

. AL~NP!t!t.$()~1EMIJSG~ .. ·.... . 



Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
For all the benefits and blessings 

which you have given me, 
For all the pains and insults 

which you have borne for me. 
Merciful Friend, Brother and Redeemer, 
May I know you more clearly, 
Love you more dearly, . 
And follow you more nearly, 
Day by day. · 

St. Richard of Chichester (1197-1253) 

SCRIPTURE and TRADITION 
- ~ 

The cii11lqr..1c· ~Arm· ,PROGRA!i \lil 1-. ~ddre.ss 
lhes~e _top-!e_s en -.~UHDAYS· ·(Jan.,- 20 ..,.. 

. Feb .. '17' in -.C:rac:e ·Hall) and TIJESDAYS 
·-(~an _2~ -~ _Feb~ :: 19 ,in_ l::e<erlan-Stanfor-d · 
_..t.1nd .ilals_h }ln_ll_s)_.-~_-•-.· 7 .-~ -B.:30 p;m.· 

Prn~reglstrat!On.Necessary 
••• deadline.December 3rd 

CAMPMGNlFOR ~ JiliEVJEWPMEN'l' 
1965 Natiorul Collection Sunday: November 24. Please be generous 

·. ·A Hand Up, NQtA JHfanndcron!:o 

Students. wishirig to make 
a donation to The Campaign 
for Human Development may 
drop them off at the Univer
sity Ministry Office at the 

. Lib:rnry. Checks should be 
made payable to Campaign 
for Human Development. 


