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:;ﬁgiﬂﬁ When the -~ sun shines ovef South
; Bend, “'unencumbeLed - by - clouds,
: veryone is brand new, alive: with
v'fresh vitality, - breathing deeply
~-of ~a sense "of bright and hopeful
beginning.  Such . is _rhe,_effect
~of the prophets of ‘Advent: Jer-
emiah, Baruch, Zephaniah, Micah,
~and John the Bapt1Qt Their message
’!fspeaks of God's  order of things,
and so  inspires a ‘rich - sense of
:,;“'God s presence, ‘a . wholesome under- -
”jVstandlng of ourselves before God,
~and:a hopeful vision: of God' s ‘good .
"Vlntentlons ~for ‘. us Cand - hlS sav1ng
,actlon on our behalf. = The words:
of Baruch today reverberate‘ w1thfj
fsuch feellng and v1ta11ty. '

"on the ‘SpIEndord

Jerusa]em,.,puL i
""God forever,,.bodjf‘

Aﬁd nothing.standq 1n hlS way'




“martyred.

w.,mercy an@? justice are God’s ‘;tmveﬁﬁmg companions

_"For God has commanded that every

lofty mountain be made. ‘low, and

~that the ageﬁold depths and gorges

be filled  to level ground, that
Israei may aavance sécure in - the
glory of God.' »

You would think that, - with such
hopeful  messages, ~ the prophets
would have been welcomed with open
arms. However, Jeremiah went to
his grave thinking that his work
on God's behalf -had been a failure,

'most of the"oLhers ‘were - likewise.
~ ignored; ‘and John the Baptist was
. Why? - Their message

of hope'énd joy contained a zinger

" that most .of -their hearers were -
i‘unw1lllng to accept: | The prophets
'"jqprﬁ speaklno of 'a hope ‘based on
. God's order 'of ‘things,s not ours°_,
_-the comforn and - joy. they came “to.
jbrlng An G“d's name ds’the saivatlon
~[;that comes from d1v1ne hands, not .

fllied with the _hope -and

fGSd:é pe0p¢e,i”afe e

comfort - of - "God's reign,
ed: o‘reorlent ourselvesfi__{j
'wayx,that we 'see things @
d: them, and not‘vf’ e

the oppressed? . Have we been agents
of just -and- ' loving relationships
with our. roommates, -our hall mates,
our  .classmates, members . of :the
University faculty  and staff, our’
students, -our family and frlenas,

our - ‘neighbors 1in towns, cities,

country and world? Hhave we res-: -
Dacted the order God intends for
our. ~world, or ‘have we tried to

{create an order of things more
“to-gur. own 1liking? Have we honored

the gifts God has given us by gen-—

~erously = sharing them, and- -have
" we. homored the zifts God has given
~ to’ ‘others’ by ‘the reapect we  show

~ for them? -
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—As brlght and hopeful as the words‘u
-of_the’ Advent prophets. might be,
S they are. also sharp and: challenging:

. prepare ‘the:way of the  Lord. todag‘f
by d01ng all ‘your ‘power - to -

rzﬁllze God & VlSlOﬂ for the worlde_;
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'fAdvent 1s 1ot -a penltentlal season,
_fthe 'way Lent ‘is: rather,. Advent
is "a' season: of Joyful and splr—}]
;fltual expectatlo1 of “the coming :
‘“fof Christ “into our. world - today

Chrlst intd‘Lour;ZWOrld:'tqdéer:§
: . of thlS expectatioﬁ is.
‘ whlch ‘ clears : Durf
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Penance in Advent takes the form
of a - response to the prophstic
challenge: it is the way of learning
to see.. again with God's eyes,
of learning the ways of justice
and mercy. in our lives at Notre
Dame and in the world. In Penance,
we-can take off our “robe of mour-
ning and misery,”" all that leads
to. death in- ourselves and others,

: ADVENT

- Charm thh your stainlessness these wmtcr mghts,
Skies, and be perfect!” o

" Fly vivider in the fiery dark, - you quxet metec:rs3 -

And disappear.
+ - You moon, be slow to go down,
~ - This is your fum '

/.“The four white roads make off in silence™

o Towards the four parts. of the starry universe.
~Time falls like manna at the corners of the: ‘wintry carth.

- We have become more humble than the rocks, -
- More wakeful than the patxent hxiis. -

- Charm wath your stmniessness thesc mghts;é Advem,

holy spheres, . -
o Whﬂe minds, as meek. as beasts, ,
i 'Stay close at home in the sweet hay,

and we can wrap ourselves in the
"ciloak of justice from God," and
bear  upon our heads  '"the mitre
that displays the ‘glory of the
eternal name,” as Baruch ‘says.
Then 1like - the days when ‘the . sun
shines in South Bend, we will
be fresh with a -~ new vitality,
bright ' with.. a new - beginning = of
hove. '
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The  Advent Clothing Drive . for
St, Vincent de Paul will be Monday
December 9th till Monday December
16th. The need .is great for
sweaters, ~ coats,  pants, . and . warm
clothing for the poor of South
Bend. Boxes for. these donations
are . in dormitories, Sacred -Heart
Church and the Badin University
Ministry Office. ‘

A FILM DEPICTING THE LIFE OF R
THOMAS MERTON WILL BE  SHOWN AF
THE - CENTER FOR ‘. SOCTAL CONCERNS
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