CELEBRATE LIFE 1

RELIGIOUS

notre dame

&) sBuLLETIN

Volume IIT

Issue 5 October 5, 1986

CHRISTIAN F QUESTIONS
avsxmcwnsnnﬁnwrnmavounmnmﬂm
i .i;FHnnsawaIDLmn
s ¥ '\.LO

THIS IS THE WEEK TO CELEBRATE
LIFE, our life! 1It's RIGHT TO

ANOTHER CHANCE TO RECALL OUR
LIFE AS GIFT! The NDRB
celebrates by sharing with you
some reflective thoughts on
Christian Feminism as
i expressed in the inside
reprint from SOJOURNERS(3121
Otis §St, NE, Box 29272,
Washington, D.C. 20017.)
On Wed. Oct. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
' an open forum on the article
will be held in the University
Ministry Office in Badin Hall.

_ll LIFE SUNDAY AND WE HAVE
l
i
|

j OCT 7 TUESDAY IS THE FEAST OF
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY. THE
ROSARY IS A PRAYERFUL SUMMARY
OF ALL THAT WE BELIEVE.
SAYING THE BEADS IS AN
EXPRESSION OF ONE'S LOVE FOR

l GOD AND HIS MOTHER. "Hail
Mary...I love you ..."

Twenty-Seventh Sunday
of The Year
October 5, 1986

This is the Lord for whom we looked.

IFYOUHAD FAITH THE

[SEED y+ % LKI7-5 ]
CELEBRATE LIFE
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ACCEPTING CHILDREN INTO
i OUR LIVES IS AN ACT OF FAITH

sway from them. Many men, even when they have remained present,
aren’t responsible for children to the extent
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woman's right to sell-determination. The question of sell-
determination for women is an t one, because history has
taught us that men, particularly in positions of power, do not
always have women's best Interests st heart. When a woman is faced
with an unplanned pregnancy, she is not likely to Lrust legislators.
She s not likely to trust judges. She is often unable to trust &

and too often she doesn’t trust her husband or male

mrmmmmmn
uurunn rst assumption it questions is
that the individual's self-Interest Is, In fact, the highest value. The
second assumption It questions Is the vislon of justice thal pits 2
woman's rights against a child’s right to life, that forces us to see
one victim over and against another vietim, )
we noed Lo find Is & way that is good for both mother and
child. In the Christian worldview, the value extends beyond
individual mm.dlhemm

ty.

A Christian , therefore, would broaden our circle of
trust. It would sy that as women we can depend on other

and that as Christisns we intend to take responsibility for
people as well. It Is very important that we not be naive about the
real sufferings of women who face a crisla pregnancy snd the
possibllity of raising s child without sufficient resources. As Christ-

{ans we have the capacity to look st suffering and call It suffering, Lo
Jook at pain and know that it is real pain and not blind ourselves Lo
it

It's Important &s well that we don't romanticize women who have
abortions, Women don’t have a monolithie experience in this cul.
ture, and women choose to have abortions out of & number of
different contexts. But when we look at the question “What does
Mumdm?"mmdwmummhmdwwhn
is the most victimized, who has the fewest options, and spply our

violence by men toward women.

Justice requires clear education sbout human sexuality,
research for more safe and effective contraceptive methods, betier
Mmmﬂdmuﬁmhmcm
riencing unplanned Justice requires support for fam-
llym;mll—l’ww lluuh::amwmﬂlha:ﬂt:s
pregnancy, man woman are trying to stay married in
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moral to the already t. It adds
!lhmmmndal uwh&hmﬁﬁﬂnﬂd
not put women into a position without resources and then further

damage them by encouraging abortions.

| believe thal women are damaged by abortions, psycho
logically, spiritually, and, often, physically word Lo women
mmmmmmmﬁm-mum
demnation but & word of encouragement that says that If we are
really working al this together, we can do better. We don’t have to
settle for something that is life-destroying and painful.

We must be careful what we say to women who have had abor
tions and feel the guilt and the pain of that decision. What they
need from Christians is s word of forgiveness. They need o be
invited into & community that has room for them, to be encouraged

tivity, chose Lo have an abortion, They were often women who
concelved the child in a very unhealthy, unstable relationship.

These women felt that they could not bear the responsibility of
the child alone. They did not have confidence in themselves, and
they also did not have confidence in the man with whom they were
in . Often they sald, “He did not want me Lo have the
child, so | an abortion.”

The sense that we gel in reading their stories is that they are
women who have shortions against their betler instinets,
and they sre suffering for It. Their better instincts were (o
preserve and protect life. | do not want Lo imply that women have




inherently different instincts than men. But
we live in auculun that lnununi:dh
numbs those |ife-preserving instincts in our
future soldiers, generals, and corporate
executives. | would suggest that the job of
Christian feminism is not to numb those
life-preserving instinets in women but to
reawaken them in men and keep them alive
in all of us.

ABORTION IS NOT s means of bringing
about justice. Abortion is, finally, an act of
giving in to despair. The decision to have an
abortion reflects a woman's lack of confl-
dence in hersell. [t means that she does not
trust the man with whom she is in relation-
ship. It means that she has no belief in

bring Justice
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effort Lo guarantee a (3 -
:-.mpmldul that despair

odds and very situations, we
uﬁdm the future and say that
the of women and children can be lives
of bearing good fruit, of justice, and of
health and

feminists have stated that
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and have & good life.
Children are s sign that life is still

of worshiping God, Is the creator
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To destroy life in its very beginning is &
statement that there is no reason Lo
have faith that life can work out for the
good. It is a statement that life can't be
won't be worthwhile. That
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Sinday: October 5

STUDENTS RESPOND

As Christians, and also as Christian
feminists, we must consider the rights of the
unborn, If abortion becomes a question of
justice, shouldn't justice be served to the unborn
fetus too?

Ours is a religion based on faith, we must
take this faith and extend it into the community.
A woman must be strong enough to turn to her
fellow men and women to ask for help and support.
The community, in turn, should be objective and
understanding enough to offer support and
encouragement. They must realize the moral dilema
a woman faces and should not chastise her
weakening in a moment of despair, but respect and
applaud her strenth to overcome an obstacle and
accept the responsibility. Perhaps if women were
more certain that the support will be out there,
less may choose the so-called "solution" of
abortion. By bringing a child into the world, a
woman brings forth her faith in God and that child
is both an extension and a symbol of her faith.
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RETREAT

“Sexuality, Intimacy & Spirituality”
directed by Patricia Livingston

TOPICS:
Intimacy ~ Homossmualty  Sexualty: Primary
Relationships  Hetarosowality Geariiad
Mastsbation  Loneliness Aftecthe

* How do | ndate w0 God In the context of the gift of my sexualing?

* How doss nivmacy in my bis reeal God to me?

* How do the yesmings of my bl tell me sbout Gods love for me?

* How can | come to undarstand my sexuality mare broadly and desply?

* How doms understanding my sexulty free me 10 choose what s most
e gving ol this tme In my his?

WHEN: October 31 - November 2 (noon)

CONTACT:  Office of University Ministry
(Badin Hall) 239-5242

SIGN-UP DEADLINE: October 17, 1986
COST $1200



