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The presumption U11.~.'l tmd®rlles ihmt qu®§~~n !$ 
U'mt ~11® priaisi'i» rol@ In th0 sacrnmen'l Is 
primarily to be a representative of God. P.J'.'!d that 
presumption is based on the notion that sin is a 
breach between God and the indvidual. There lies 
the problem, for such an understanding of sin is 
inadequate. Sin alienates me from God! and 
frnm everryone else. All sin is sin against th® 
Church, the community of believers. The mission 
of the Church is to continue the work of the Risen 
Lord and so to make Christ present in the world. 
That mission is. given to all of us in Baptism. 
Each of us is uniquely placed to further that 
mission because each of us is related to thos® 
around us in ways that no one else ever has been 
or will be. And therefore each of us can frustrate 
that mission by our failure to make Christ 
present in the place, time, and way that only 
he/she can. Thus, my sin impedes an the other 
members of tile Church in their fulfillment of our 
common work. As a result, I need to be reconciled 
with them. The priest, himself a member of the 
Church, acts as the representative of all my 
brothers and sisters in the Church whom ! have 
injured by my sin. The Absolution which th® 
priest extends to me reconciles me with them. 

The real difficulty which the question, "Why 
do I need the priest in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation?" brings to light is a 
misunderstanding of sin as being a ffGod-and-me" 
matter, when in fact it is also about me and the 
community. Reconciliation with Goo1 is 
given .through reconciliation with one 
another. 
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LET US LISTEN TO JOHN PAUL AS HE CLOSES 
HJS 1988 LENTEN LEITER: 
"I strongly urge you, in this liturgica.I period of Lent, 
to al.low the Spirit of' God to take hold of you, to break 
t;he -chains of selfishnss:::i .:in.d sin. In a spirit of 
EJolidarity, share with those who have fewer resources 
ehan yourselves. GIVE, NOT 01:-TLY TEE THINGS YOU CA'f! 
SPARE, BUT THE THINGS YOU PERHAPS NEED, in order to lend 
your generous support to the actions and projects of 
your local Church, espscia.lly to ensure a just future 
for children who are least protected. · 

"By so doing, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, your 
charity will shine forth, and people will ".see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in Heaven" (Mt:. 
5:16). 
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~eaten Practices: 

O@.IB'.i~!l:llil::?&ll.===to let our God in our lives and 
to listen to our God. Am I listening? 

&:il,mw=@iWilll!.~===to find and see my, our God in 
those who have so much less than we do. Am I 
finding Jesus in my neighbor, in those I least 
like? 

~m~ti~~~=-to be less attached to eating, to 
the flesh, things, to make room for.others. "Not 
alone on bread does man live." Am I subliming 
my sensual drives to allow for my God and for 
others? Is food, sex, drink too prominent in my 
life and excluding God? 

~©tB ©~ Jnrntic@u Ch~gityu m&kin~ 
ll'Jl®®@@===to deliberately respond to the Gospel 
where Jesus calls each of us, all of us'to reach 
out to serve another, first those close to us 
and then, to those beyond. Am I seeing Jesus in 
the least of others and responding? 
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"This is my Son, the Beloved. 
Listen to Him." 
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fu"'!e climax of the sca2-0n of Lent is the 
:renewal of our baptismal VO'i?lS at the Easte:r 
Vigil and a.t the celebrations of L>:te Euchar'!St 
on Easter. The six weeks of Lent are an 
opportunity to ready ourselves for that great 
renevva.1. During this iline the whole Church 

. ret-1.ects on tl""Ae. meanii.J.g of those vows and 
hovl we can live J'!n accord with them. 
NecessartJ.y lb.is :requtres that, as h!.dividu21£ 
~~-\ as a cormn.urrlt{ ~ vje er::..O.J.vi11e the 11lrct~rs ~n 
which ·v:1e have been unfa.ithfoJ to our 
t:~"n"?sm~ 1 t'Om~vm0ntc "' ' '-t t ~~L .. ti..L "'·~- a.~ - L~--~.!1t.LA.L~ .... ,\ ~') an.a at cm.p G'il<!C 
~s&n to search out the roots of that 11.1..fid.clfty 
m tiAe deptJ~s of our heorts., Lent f.s t1cA°"1A ~ 
tfume of CONllERSION, a time for tu.rnJng O\Ul1' 
lives a:round, ai.-i opportunity to turn back to 

. the life into which we were introduced at 
Baptism. The result of such a conversion is 
reconciliation with God, with one anothe:r. 
with our past and \vi.th the future to which we 
have been called. And this • of course, ratses 
the. question of the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation as an expression of 
conversion. 

Sometimes we speak of Sacraments of 
vocation. a term by which Marriage and Holy 
Orders are usually intended. But the ancient 
Church knew that Baptism too was aa 
vocational sacrament. One of the early 
Fathers of the Church, Tertullia:n, descrtbOO 
Christians ?S being like fish in that they 
cannot live out of water. He meant outside 
the context of Baptism Christians have no 
11.fe. Baptism is therefore a life-long process, 
constantly growing, constantly being 
:renewed and reaffirmed. I think th&~ 
Reconcmauon must also be understood rus a 
oocrm:nmt of voca.tlon: tzill. of us are colloo ac 
a life-long colli!Vero!@n. 

CNVERSION XS NOT A 
ONCE-FOR-ALL-AJ\JD-FOREVER EVENT. 
~min and aga.l.n we are converted, literally 
~Mrned a.round, to God. Sometimes the 
con.version moment is so str!kh-ig that we 
ca.."1.Ilot fail to note b."1e event; more often the 
conversion proceeds by less :noticed acts of 
love and self-giving whose significance we 
may not attend to at the tL.A1e. This on-going 
conve:rsion needs to be celebrated again aa"'1d 
again m the course of our lives. Ju'\TD THESE 
CELEBRJ\TIONS ARE THE &l\CR.11/IENT OF 
RECONCILIATION. ¥.ndeec1,just as baptism 1s 
celebrated once :!n a lifetime but is in fa.ct as 
Xife-long event, so I suggest that 
Reconciliation may best be unde:rstood as a 
life-long vocation wh:lch is celebrated many 
1cRmes throughout cu.:r lives. The Sacrament 
of Reconciliation is a opportunity to 
v.:c,1mowledge and ce1ebrat~ ivho and vihat 'n-.:::: 
are: A PEOPLE Vil1-IO XNDIV1DUP.LLY i'LN°D 
·COl'v'.iMUf~f1.LLY iu~~ IrJ PROCESS !OF 
CON'VERSION. 
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A sacrament is an occasion to reoognil:e whiat Is always 
present and, by recognizing it, to allow It to become 
active and fruitful in our lives. The self-gift of God is 
constant. Indeed, that Absolute Love is the reason why 
anything is at all. Creation exists because God loves it 
Sacraments are the opportunities to acknowledge ihat feet 
concretely and so accept the grace which lies at the roots 
of our being. 

The Sacrament oi Reconciliation, therefore, is not about 
restoring the love of God. The love of God needs no 
restoration,. for it never ceases. I cannot make God not 
!ova me. Nothing, not even the most vicious sin, can keep 
God from loving me. I may refuse that love and iail to 
love God in return, but I cannot prevent God from loving 
me. In fact, if God did not love me, i would simply cease 
to be, for the ground oi sill existence is th0 Absolute Lovs 
wh!ch I$ GOO. RsconciliaHon does 11ot eh~mg® G@d; ii 
cilmjjSIB m~. 

Conversion, the change which I experience in 
ReconcmaUon. is not a moral change. A moral change !s, 
of course, presupposed in a true celebration of 
Reconciliation, but that is not what the sacrament is 
about primarily. CONVERSION IS A CHANGE OF HEART, a 
1undamentai alteration of my way of understanding and 
relating to God, 10 oiheiS, and to myself. It is a 
recognition o"f the truth and a joyful celebration of the 
deepest reali!y of my existence. That truth is that the 
Absolu'/e Love is the origin, tile support, and the desliny 
of everything which exists, including me. Thai must be 
tile center of every celebration of Reconciliation. The 
sacrament is not about MY sinfulness and MY repentance 
and iv1Y moral development; IT IS ABOUT GOD'S LOVE. The 
two most important reasons to celebrate ihe Sacrament of 
Reconciliation are to acknowledge the truth of who I am 
and who God is and to glorify the love of God. 
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[t:::rerarci ~.J1ardey Hopkins, wrHing of the beauty of 

C ''l'.:V"'.\;•!Q''> ;.,~" ·"1~ l'i·n~n "7 ' ~ li..,• A'- h• l·~cH iJ, •ia~ 1~ v ~h-;;'~.. ! ~le~e ·"illngss insse t1 ings rvere 
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1J1Jhich is Gcci ls aiv,1ays l1ern. RECONClUATiOf\l IS Ai\J 
OPPORlUN!TY TO BEOO\/JE A BEHOLDER. 
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No question is more frequently asked 3bout 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation than, "Why do I 
need a priest?" And a very good question it is. 
After all, if God is the Absolute Love which the 
Christian tradition claims, then why can't I 
confess my sin to God directly and be certain that, 
so rong as my repentance and determination to 
change my life are real, I am forgiven? The 
priest is another human being. Why do I need that 
intermediary between God and me? 

The answer, quite bluntly, is that I don't. In 
one way or another, sin is the refusal to accept 
the love of God. When I am converted, i.e. when I 
turn again in grateful acceptance to that love, the 
Absolute Love which is God immediately mts me 
without any conditions wi1nisosvar. Then wily the 
priest? 


