THE CATHOLIC LA™ fCHOCL

The Catholic law school, like other Catholic professional
schocls, faces a double dengere Tirst, there iz the very resl temptation
for Catholic colleges of law to imitate the secular lmw schools sc closely
that there 18 no appreciable or discernable difflerence between the secular
end Catholic law schools., They may use the same textis, follow the same
curriculum, instruct with the same secular-ainded professors, and, in a
very real sense, worship the identieel -odp ol current lepal positivism,
in this first alternative, the luathollc law school may sslve its conscience
by adding superlicial relizious props - plocing a8 Srucifix in the classroom,
beginning clawses by a prayer, and sponsoring an occasional Hed ilass. But
the addltion of Orucifix, prayer, or even the foly Hass canmmol sanctifly what
is essentlally unchristian. The profuct of guch a law schocl will manifest
the same secularistic imprass that characterises the graduste of cther law
schools which %eep the law in one compartment and reliplen in ancther, with
the 1sat.t.exf being of no resl consequence in the theory or practice of the

law,

The other danger is nc lese real or dengerous, 11 In basically
the templation te substitute rellclon for the lew. The Catholic law school
that poes & thls direction may greduate plous, but poor, lawyers, Plety is
¢ substitute Tor competence. Those who ospouse the law must give it Llhe
full devotion it deserves as a commitment to justlce, jood order, and the
comaon pood of gooiety. Humsn service of the hishest caliber, whether in
the law or in other professlona, 1s a most worthy ¢ift to Jodes Jod or relie

slon are not served by mediocrity on any level of human 1ife and service.
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Catheclic wisdom can elevate and inspire the profession of law, but it
dees s0 best when legal scholarship end legal practice are technically

perfect in their own order.

7hat 18 noat needed in a Catholic collego of law is a
simultaneous attaiument cof Christian wisdom and high legal scholavrship,
not a mere juxtaposition ¢f the two elements. This is the very integra-
tion which we seek s3 the high ideal of the iotre Tawe College of lLawe.
Tt is this same wholenass o Catlolic life and evcellent juridical
quelities that we Jdesire as the hallmark of our graduates, lothing less
can be the leaven 80 Jdssperately needed Lo Uhristlanize the profession
which operates best when both Jod and nan sre served by the total 1ife

of a competent Catholic lawyer.
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