
One of. the J,Tl"entest thrllls that CllMB to a llt'!lli' preni~emt of 

,'H>trv nWH is the opport.unU,y to prasent the st.ory o!' the Hitverl'lity to MJ17 

peopl• across the len~th Md breadth ot AtmJrica. I can be ft1u1k wi t~i you in 

n~ittintr. t.hat ! tHl hor\und, indeed, to have t.oo opportun.ity anrl, yet, vttrf 

inadequate to t.he task. 

!i?Oaking about ~otni Dame is, ror ono who hae lived nnd worked 

rier·e, "uch like speakL~g about one's c:nr:1 mother. No mat.tor what worrla are 

cho~n, or what theme developed, there ia always a tJense of f"o.tlure in atte~pt­

ing t.o pr@sent t.he realit.y or a person eo loved and chllrlahed. A uri1verait7 is 

~ueh like a ;>erson also 1n thiH 1t. ia born, u. gl"O'Pa at a certain hist.orical 

tiu and place, 1t ueta problns that. 1pell auoo••• or t'ailure. If 1.t '.!lflet• 

~ nriot1e probl.aa adequ.a\el.71 it growa. tt not., 1t dies aiid is furRotten. 

The Univ•nity of f.lotre nae had a draaatic birth and growth 

that, in large 1UH1sure, paralleled the birt.'\ and growth or ~.lr own !mGriea. 

Two ~at per1ronali tiee ~rt.n in t.heir lives 'h• early h!.stor1 ot the Uni• 

ftf'S1.ty. 

Ttwt first or those was ~t.epben Theodore Dadtn. He vaa at.udying 

for the ;;.rb111thcod in '!"ranee at. t.he tble of the r:nmch Hevoluttcn1. He saw no 

future t.hen h'ut the ;;:u1.llottne, so he rl.od to Am~:rioa and tiO'lpleted hl.a et.udtes 

for the priesthood in l~lti~ot"O. TM,a turn of events pve him tbe distinct.ton 

or being the ftrst Gatnolit"; priest ordatr.ed !n the t!n1ted St.4tte1, by ita first 

Catboli.e TH.nhop, Bishop Carroll, whoM brother, John Carroll o.t Carrolton, signed 

the neclttration. or Independen.oe. 

A tter ordinat.1011, 't~trt.her Badin headed ~eat and beeae a aiusic.marJ 

tn what had been too Northwest TerrH.;.ory. He 'tn.Vtll&d t-houaanda of' mile• tm 
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honebeok tJ\rougnout. \be St.a'9e or len\ucky1 Oh1o. \U.chi.K&.nt end IwH.l*na• 

tn t.he year 1830, sonet.hi.ng provideuti.Al happened. fat.her Badin, \nan •ixtJ' 

,wan old, happened to be in Det'troit. wtwn an old tndtan Chter, na•d Pokagon, 

uae eeeld.ng a priest tor hi• Potawat<ai IJVliana 80lllfl We hundnd 11ile1"""" 

1c Nonh.em Indiana. Once _,.., Pather !ad!.n .wal"ily all.abed on hi• hone 

and headttd ~••t.. Two yeare lat.er, •• tbe eand• ot bl.a aot.iw lite were run.ning 

out, he -- an inwst.aent. !.n tho r\it.ure or tbia gna\ ¥1dweatani hear\land or 

Aaertca, that. lud ..._ tbit SMM of bitt lite•• labors. He bought aeven.l lN.t)illo 

dnd acre• or land arov.S. tua •i11urionaJ'J •l&n amt d!aeded 1\ t.o the neanat. 

Diabop in VinCMmnt1a, Indiana, \0 be g1.wn in tum to &l\f0b8 wbo 'tl'O\U.d ataan 

bi• v1a1oa of \Mildlnl there a echeol tor J'Wn& Americ&rMh 

Vor ten J'9&n J 1:\ looked &8 t.holicb the YtBiOD would be , forgot.ten. 

But in lSl.11 a JOUD« 1rench prleat., Pathlr Edward !iorl.A, OM or the tint ..... 

ben or \he MWly-fonaed Concftp\1on ot iiol.7 CnHJ•a-. Nnt. to AMnca t.o help 

\he B1•hop or VinCMMa. We an teld that. be kiand t.i. soil of J.Nri.oa when 

he •\ePS*l aenon tn ~ ... ton after about e1x wekl!I a\ ••• f:le flnd tt hard 'to 

111•«\ne today how tt wotr h1m tiwent7•f'Ollr dfl7• to travel up the H\tdaon River, 

alon11 tM Irle Canal to Dutfalo, acroaa t.ke trie w Toledo, a.ud down t.h• riwre 

and coun~l"f !'Oda to V1aoe:rmee, Indiana. 

Art.er nrktn1 there tor • Jtl&I" in a small pariah, be •11\ t.o the 

Mab.op in M.aeat.~ll'fact.1on. W'bat, he really •anted to do •• w •t.u't. a •obool. 

Then the ff iehop raenbered - tha\ 'net or land up neu \he boJ"der ot tUch11an. 

Only a t'ew hours nay t;oday, bu\ eleven daJ'1I l:J.r' oxcart then, found Fa'\.hitr Sona 

etand1ag on the wooded ....., ot • f'roMn lake, where ne ~ hi• •••ts -
• tew hundred acn."e• ot laad, a mtt,' log cabin, ....-n &m>\ed nli«!oue helpen, 

•••'17 tShl.ut in ouh, and an ox.oart Ml ot boutMahold good&. Perhaps ld.e 

... 



- J -

sreat.est. •u1ut wu 1ntanttibl.e - t.'le vision in hie h@au··t of wlua·t. ooul.d be~~in 

here, tbe f'liit?1 \hat lt. wo·uld taktt root and grow. 'l'he. late Hoveabftr a!tf):r­

noon sun l·tlist..xied cm. t.be newl7-rallon snow. 1 t rcr1tinrled hill• he tella ua, 

of the spot.leH i)'Uri.ty of' thtt t1ot,ber or ·1od, em he called the place a.rt.er ::1ur 

L~d.;r, i4otre name, in his miM.ve 't.<."lflt!,'UCh 

School beiian al.moat\ .t1ta&i:ibtely with two t*tudent.SJ cntt1 the 

nephew of t.htl .tur trader. J.lerla Gc••,ri;ill~rd, who h11.d toundf.ld the nearby tc'Wfl 

of So·ath flend nimt.e•n years btifo:re. 1'her~ were the usual hi.rth and Fr'Ol'ting 

paina. Hardly l'.ter'tl tt•ey oraanh:.ed, when t;.h411 cholera wiped out uw5t of Fatl'Wr 

~'ortn• e otarr. :f'oney wafS always so scarce t'>at the r~unit.y · ha<t to live on 

tultton pay.ntmta in liv~stock 11.md vegetllbl11s. Uut t,l4Q l'nh~ r~H .. y was uoon 

char-t~red by t;he '<'."t.ate le{(islmtu.re. ~ildinrrs qre tn.itlt tHMi er>l1:1:r-gcidJ the 

st11dent boey ~· with t:r.em. 

l'he!."e oau ill t.1- tho real oris1as thHt could lmve ineant t.ne 

death of lllotnJ ?Jame. The pi•agruae or tho past. t.h:t:rt7-iH11v.r~ 1•'U'"~ could be 

•bualiz~d in a new aain building that eotLtatned \h .. e cla~u1rooi:1ut, dormi. t.tn:·J..ee, 

labo?'i.lt.er·tll'lf', library - 1~d moftt or the f'ac1H.t1tu1 of th~ itrowin1;; unt'!ftr­

&1.ty. One ev1u1.tni~ ht A: 1~n o"" lf\79, all of' thifl wu ll"J.nlll~d to the ?f,'l'."O\md. 

The yot..mi,: man who ood eomi to tbia upot at t.wenty-nioo ytu11.ra o tA~se, tJt.ocd now 

at the advtuiced a~{e 

i.n emoulder1.n1.~ J"lti 1111. 

! t woul,1 h5Vfl bniken a nan of: letiser eta tun~ than fllither ('or'i .. n. 

He gatht1nd his nel~rf'9l around hilt th@ l:\ftX'.;, day tn t.Alft :1td.vernlty Chapel, which 

had been saved. "'TMai ti.re haa b&en m1 f'ault," htJ liJ&ict. "!. cam.a hers with the 

vt.stou of • f,';'Ni$.t univ~r.~~ity and .ruL"!\ed it afU!r th$ \ioth@r 01• Gorl.. '!'Mu, !, 

~:uU t lll i&ns1t. buildlng, so l tho-ut;ht.. Uut uoo had to burn it to the p,rolmd t.o 
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ebow • t.hat. f47 visi0ti was too Jlitn·row. Toamn-ow, when the br1e\:s aro cooled, 

we will clean t.hea and begin •ltain. But this time, we 1'rlll build a realJ¥ 

larp buildin~h and wt:wn it is f'inianed, n will i>laoe a magnificent Golden 

flame above 1t to shew to all the cloey of Hot.re !lae, t.'ltl !iot.her or Ocd, who 

rnu1 inspired 1f1tY lite' a work.• 

He do not know bow they did 1t wit.*lout plan.a, without aoney, 

with only that will to do tJ\G MGmir.g,ly iapousibla. They began tJ"W m.dlding 

in late April and ~ student• wen back in achool. ocou.PJi.n1 the new building 

by '1eptenber. The Oolrlen 'flame wMch then •eed like utter toll7 waa placed 

hi ~h a'bove the huge new lnd.ll'lin~ to heoOllle the lnndmark of lot?'Q rau through­

out the world. l a.in wri tin3 then line• todAy under the D-Olle in this uae 

bu1l~ing. 

'Fe cen nitt.ly •t>an the neventy-t'our .v-e11.rn tn..t iuiw pasnod since 

that. day. Perhaps, U. only graphic ny to 1ra•P \M U{tn1tude of all that hae 

upv~ since t::e rniversity •• bom 1• to coapare these itema. ~ftutt began 

a• a 101 cabin in t.ha wildemeu one hundred and ele'Ven J'8&1'1 Ago 1" r\ow Oft.I" 

fi.:tty bu1.ld1np, covering &<:llM 1700 acre• of land. The original caeh aaset. or 

slightly, over l)OO.oo are •~tched t.odq by att anntll\l o:;:erating bu.d,~et or 
~l0,1d5o.ooo.oo, with a wrrent. building prograM totaling ~u,0001000.00 more. 

"~1tn1n a fe• months apan, we are ded1cat.ir1~ t.ne new 'I. A. '"''fibf.u~:;bnesuy Hall 

of Liben.l and fine Art.a, the rU.euwlanct Science C•nter, the ~orris !nn, the 

Ff'ed J. and ~•ll.7 f·i•her ~el!lWrial Haeidenoe HG.ll., a.17.d a. 11odemised. :ieat and 

'PO"•r plant. The mall sW.tt of utn'tln mn has now g"l"(llftl to 1$00, and thft two 

students would be maud to nee the SlOO ;voung un, of all rao~n and creed.a, 

trot1 every State and thiri.7-eix torei;n countries, •ho ~tu(ty hul"e tn thirty• 

five ditterent. aoadela1c departN,mt.s t.bia 19ar. 
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is !'iu•dly the important. part. or the etoey a\ all. t said earller that a uni­

versity ts like a penon. ?cu do not know a person U' he ts •rely Pb7•icall.J 

•1••• The aost 1aportant. part ot a peraon i• not his body at all, but. 111.e aoul, 

ror it i• t.he aoul t.hat gives lite to the body, 1111ap to t..he eyea, purpoeetulneaa 

t.o the atri.de, and vigor end direct.ion to the yeant of thi• life. So it. is with 

a uni~oralty, too. You oannot trulf know a un1vern1t7 tram a ~••cr!ption of tta 

:vh)r1aical aneet:!l er brick and mortar, hmt~tary dollt:1rs, m.mberf:'f or start and etu-

<ieote. Wt thin llnd.ta, theH are COIU!On t.o all univerd 'l•ies. 

It. is the apir1t bttbind all ot then thlnge that ~lvea a univer­

aity its tl"\le etatul'9. Comlequ.ently, T cannot tell yw the full story or ~ot.re 

1:-&a wit.neut t.rying. in aome mea•'Ul"tf, to ~"Un:tcate to 1w a nenae or i.ta spirit. 

te by definition intanl(ible. ire cm only know it hy what. it deea, ao r shall 

try to desc1"11'e tor you. wbat the tin:1verstt.y tri•• to do w1t.h tho thuunnda ot 

w1tb us. 

r would like to t'uflllarin our teak ia three potnta. ~re rooe1n 

frO!ll parents a boy or eighteen or nineteen. ~. hope, f"irttt. of. all, t.o retum. 

hbt to them at t.nty-two or t.wentT-thl"ff a s;ood !!!• 1':e hope, qcondly 1 that 

in ht• yean wit.h u• he will aita1n some !14HUNl'e of 2rotesn:ior~ O~f!'tenoe, 

and, tbirdl.71 that he rill J"etum bOl.\\G endowed wi.th a senso or i:m1•f'l rmd i1<H:i•l ----
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A •ore buic question ias ir:nYtt is a 'tOOd un1 Our a.mmer to tbia questto.n 

!• that a man itt good only 1f be perfecta tboae powers tha\ 11Utn hi»1 a un 

and difterentlate b.ia tl"Oln an aniul. The spec!ticall7 hu.~ium ;:1011Jttr~ are t.hose 

le ifOOd in lite. 

A.a a university, our specific task i• to train the ad.nd in its 

mind with 1nf'orution, t.o uke ~he young un P aniu.ted eneyclope\"H.~. "1atJuu·, 

u belie•• t.N\t the perfecting ct the mind 1• bound up in ro,~r bas!a abili.ties -

l) to think clearly, 2) to o~nicate omt•e tbourtht• ef'feettvely b7 1tord and 

llT1.t1n.r,, 3) to 'llake valid jud-emts in conf'lictL"'lg utttnra, and 4) to eftluate 

cle!lll"lyw!lat itt iapcrt.ant and utU.11tport.ant in l!f'o. TheM ttbilities are not aasilJ 

ach~ 9'ft!d. They are ta. renlt of eonatant exarctse and t.rcdn'in«• !ie think that. 

baslc aet or abeolu.te truths .and valuea. r;e are not. al\t.1af1ed tr he lo onlJ' 

able to parrot the right. annera. H• inuet have t.houcht t.hrouan t.he llnawere, 

ri~ht and wron11. and be able to give intellip11'\ reuone tor aoenptlng certain 

anenra and rejeotina otbH"lh 

SOiie eduoatora would nay that tbe Wl!Or'k: of tht> u.n.1.veni,ty stop11 . \~,-

is not aerel1 a place where a boy at.ten.du claaa and exerctus his :dad wtt.b 

thetr pannts for tour yet\ra. CortHQUt'!rrt.1¥, we i~1ve neh Addt.t.i.r:<Wll att.ention 

tc the 1.aporiaat educattve work of tnlnintf th• will. 
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tou can call it aoT"•l training, character pi~!anoe • or &hJ­

thtng else y<::u will. There la perhaps no sore di!!'icult ld.ud ot training, as 

all parents know. And ye\, t.ni.s fonuJtU.un or gocx,l moral habit.a an<l aolld 

character 1• ll\tl fiSHnttal element in the i:ood un " an tJ.'7'1.ng to produce. 

! might aay fl"QSl t.he outset that we t.hink God 1e all-important 

1.n th1• f'oniiation. l:e don•\ apolosgiM ror r.i.Vinf lU.a • ke7 p.<trt. in Ut" proeet'Hle 

!Jomeone has described oh&1·acter a.a the babitu•l choice of \h9 rt1rbt way or act­

ing through life. he AN willing to adMJ.t, t.l\at t.Qera &re !lt&n;f ti.mt>IS 1n life, 

thlea or orteis, when u. doea not aufti.ce t.o know tbe ri~ht t.hiniil'. to rlo. r:otn1 

it. is tbe rub, •• Shalmepean eays. Vie bave a chapel in .very reuidenue hall, 

wtth regular n"1.eee aorninar and eYening for the Catholic boys. le enc<ntT&i9 

all the boys to develop t.bCt habit or a"t.op_ping Ln tor a prayer, to aet the help 

necessary for the extra pu9h. r+'e haYe a priest living on eftf'J floor or every 

res\dence hftll. r·or a word of advice when needed. 

'11:e h-ave disc1.pl104), too, beo&uq we de not know now t.o condition 

t.oo will e.xcept by ••roi.sin~ it t.o do t!le rii1lt. thing, even when !t la no\ the 

easleat oounse of ac~ion. 

The result of th1e t.n.ining ot bo\h 111.nd end will llifr.ht be best 

deucrlbed •• • ·r.o<>d Mm1 who is i:tood both in mind and •ill, beo111uu he knows 

what God •xpeot.s of bbi in iu·o and ha h•• nt".t'iciemt. charaoter to tollow Uod's 

will. We hope that. the fin:lebed product •ill be r:cod in both int.elli~ence •rrnd 

character, becaufle a ·man. 1.a not. truly ~<l unless he 1c tr1.d.twd to exQellehce 

in both a.ind and heart. The world haa had i ta full of brilliant. men who are 

i'nnoral, an~ ·~ood un who are et.UJ)id. ~it. !horil.&a ha• aur:mariaed all of this 

by saylnl'f that only t..hree purauita an worth our ef'tort in life - to knew the 

ri;rht t.M.n~s \o lo?e, the ri4,Cht tbin(n to hope for, the rtiht thin~• to do. 
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W• hopa that the apirit ot Not.re !la• eq\U.pa our students to d1aoem these 

right thina• to low and hope tor, and to do tba through U.tc. ~30 taUCh 

tor ~t we rean lV at.tempting to produce a good iao. 

Tho a.cond :point in O\ll" o!te1rla 11 to educate our stud&n.ta to 

som ~ure ot pro!osaional contpetence. Iiere, w .t:L'ld ow:•1Htlv0a utride 

tho c1UTGnt controveray or liber&l ~a:t.ion ve.rau.s vocat.iolial edUC1At1on. 

1.:0 a:re liv:iug in an ug6\I ot acienoe and wchnol.og. J"~ fldue&1.ton t.hink 

that \b.u should indic~te a p~ly vocational pu.l'pOMlulnesa to edW'lAtion. 

A. boy 1n oolloi,;e should wd.nly learn the tocbniques required to be a 

ches:iat1 a metallurgist., a nuclear physieiat, a buaineaa adminiatrator or 

a law;rer. To t.hia u.tre•, we anaer that all ot uo should loam, £1.nt. 

ol all, how to oo a mn, nth all that imJllioa. ttn el-.tmnic compu:'Mr 

can work mn1 e!t'icient.ly than a r:ath,eua,ioian1 but 1t im't h.~ Only 

a basic liberal education can teaoh ua how to be hmaan.. 

At \ha other .xtrermt1 there ant tboae educator• who shun 

vocational. t1..a.ird.Jli aa though thoro nre uomething i."l'UOral abo\lt acqu:irina 

onough prof QHional. oorapetenoe in ao.".M apeoit1o .fJ."iN. ol bWllln endeavor to 

acquire a job a.."ld matl.U"e in it a.rt.er tour yau-e o! coll• eduoatir.;n. In 

anawer to tW.a e.~rt.i-aw.e, we do tm•;re Withlll the Untwnd .. t.7 a College ot ao .. 

:»roe, r.aw, Si1t?ineer:1iig, and dcieoce, u •ll till .. Coll$!;• of Liberal am 

Fine Arte. Peri:Wlpa1 it would be fair to aa;r· tllat "• t.ey to at.and botwe1i 

the two utl'WJM c;t tJU.e eduoat.ional cont.roven:r, am to build a good ~ 

at pro!eaaional oompo~ on a at.:rorig b.'ise ot libe"'1. eduoati.on. '~e take 

th111 stand bocai.Hle we t.h:i.nk that only a l1b<tral education prepllU'u a man to 
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ananr t.htt 1'W\l1y impol"tan' l}tas\iona in hwan lUe. Iou have all been oon­

tronted •1\h t.haae quaUona - wh&t. 18 t,he ~ ol tmn and hi• Ute on earth? 

tib;r do J10A live together in aoo1GtT/ Ia the state tor an, or an tor tho atate? 

can w leam 8n1thing oertain about t.m• queationa, alxnn what, ia real.11' 

import.ant in lite? Are \here \hinp ot et.emitT more ~ than the t•1t1»ral 

trouble• ol thU 11.te'l Values ot the spil'i\ mre imponant than t.he V'aluee ol 

iaterial ~? •~nat ot Ubert7• and autbori\f"I ~ai& ot truth and el"l"Ott1 

knoWledp and opinion,. be&utr' and U(tlinesa, plauure and pain? Are ther. buio 

trutha a.nd valuaa realq wwtJl UT.Ing tor. 1"iahtJ.rc tor, even worth dJr1nc lor1 

These are queatione tbat have pel'pl.exed \he tdnda ~ •n ror 
centun••• Thq can•t be .olwd by natbclllattoa - own ~ calcNlua. ?My 

can't be et.Wied through a ld.cl"Olfoope, even an •lect..ronio mioroacope. Theue 

are NMnt.tall7 questiontt of tbs uWx1 &nc1 oam be •lved it the Hind w1l1 wzutJ.e 

with thea. Faith can help1 toe1 and 1hould be taken into account. llr1'at ndnd8 

have written a wealth o£ alUJlftJnt. DiVim Revelation lae 1uppl.W others. •• 

teel ihat t..tWt ar-t twrit.age ot lttatem cml~_.. tro11 t.b• o~ \1-e 

to our own ha.a been Mdl¥ mglacted. 

Without a cloar ~ ot \hea buic quenioml Md ..._.., 

atud1ed in the gl"Qat. cl.usio&l. writ.j.nga o.t t.boolog w1d philoaophy1 Uterat.un 

and. art, h1ato17 mid aoci&l. eoienoe1 .,..._t.io9 and tbe phr91oal ac1enoe-. ti. 

beat, teohnici-. who 18 only a t.eobn1cian1 will b9 unprepared to WM hia tecb­

niqma 1nt.elU.c•ntlT1 ~~' anti With t.he illtMgrit7 that t.he modem world 

neoda. n.noa, om- iJiaUt.llClO• on & lrtl"Olll U.henl. ea.. It our attdento acqllil'a 

the Wiedo.a ~ our hat.m culture. n tnl that they will be better enginMnJ1 
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aoiantist.a, teacnera, 1Jl.w}"8ra1 am hua:Lneaa 1*\1 bocauo t.'1•7 will know, tint 

ot all, ldmt it Mt t.o be .. ~ 

Raving made thU point ot a ~ng liberal ba#e tor apec1Al1ud 

technical tn.~ • rituU\ add tbrit we do not th.ink that J)l'O£'dcional COIP'4moe 

should be leaarm.t beeawe ol tlWI Chn.atlan oul\ural ~round. r.e are con­

atantl.7 t.qing to 1-!>l'OVe o.- protauional. training ill tillG variot.19 coll.a..,.._ o£ 

the TAU.vers1v. We are c\IJT9nt)¥ doing over a Dillion dollar• worth ol JIUGarolt 

eYer,y )'Var to kaup abreut. ol im ~ ... o£ dacova17'. i~• 1"!1R\ our at.uct.enu 

to IWU"t1' tJJe ;.tu-Ul ot thia d18co¥e1"1'1 and t.o knp alive tlw great vadi\j,ona 

of not.n r,._, where the tint winlua _._ wq Nnt in ~, vbeN \lie 

buio tormul.a tor a;im\ha'io r\lbber wae diaoovered1 where t.ho tirn law ooune 

WU taught in - A•rioan Cat.hoU.0 aobool, Where the t~ Wind tunnel-· 
ereot.ed tor aerooautioal ftMarch, where t.1- l1Nt 1•rm-lret1 ud.11111 wre produoed. 

'lodq1 \hue t:aditiou are btJin1 kept alive 1.n. an a-.plwn thatt 

wante no ~rita" that 110uld l••MD the pre.t.'euional compe"8me ot the Not.re 

Daaa •n of ~, be thq in bWJ:inen, eng:t.neers.ng, lt4'ienoe1 or i.. ~, 

the spirit. 0£ Notre Da;:e want.a to preduo. tn-.USCent and pod mm, b\lt w wUl. 

neveit vi.. bl"illianoe or piet.7 u a r.mat.1\\lte tor OC>~. i'kt 1'W'lt our uan 

t,o know, love, and serve God. And how i8 God bett.r glorUied t.ban by inklli­

gent and devoted aeniee to our tell.ow l'len1 1n \he line ot our ohoMlt lit•'• 

•l'k. 
Thie brl.nga ua to the tllild and la.at mmu.t•R&Uon ot t.J:ta •pint 

ot NoU. Daller rte an tr~ to eng.-.r in o\U" ;young men a real aeNIG oZ 

:noral reaponllibilitq. •• u.y 1th.ta largel.T in r..Cerenoe to t.ho aooial al"M.I 

that will ton the aont.at ot our st.llleta• live• tol.lowi.ng graduation. 

.. 
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4.raerica today ifl on t.m bt'inlc Gt a great advent.ut"d. t1tt hope that \bet young ma 

whoa we are educl.ti.flg at :Notre vame will ho prepared to take a koy i:>art in 

direct-in& tl:uG adventun. 

Thi• tfti!Wlg bee1n8 tht day a 11.tudent. arrives at the Uninn1\7• 

llere the bo7 can ;iillawdiately recogniH deaocracy in act.:1.on. He 11 li•ini w:I. th 

hundreda ot ot,her bo711 ll"Ol!t all over AJraerioa. bro are no apocial gro~. 

Rach boy muat. •in acceptance b7 what he ill h1-•1t• nu latrber•a wealth or 

l&ok ot it do&• oot. iatt.a .... U.•inflt q•rten are eqv.al tor all. He m>.tt lMm 

to be a part, and a oontri.butin« pan, ot a larger group. To the -*4n.t t.ba\ 

he sUOCMda, be Will have good trienea .U over Amel"iM 1n t.t... ~ to eot11t. 

All st,udant acun-u.e. incl.w.ting atudent j,~----.... open to all. With DI) 

distinot.iona regardtnc aocial 1*ck&,!'l'"OUlld1 race, or relJ.giou ~ertme•• one 
Protutant boy nae to ov ~en lay d18ti.nction ol bacofdtig in later ,.,an 

the Cba1mln ol ov Auociat.e Doud ot ~ ~. Another :O.ame J>na1dent 

ot our Alumi Auooi&W.OU. A poor boy, who •rited hi• 1Mif' through Nbool, latv 

Joined \he ~aUon ot Holy Gros• and beoa. ?naidmlt ot the ttn1vereity. 

TM bo;rs i.am -.r~ i.bat What ftrlll.17 mattcu'9 la wba\ kind ot a 

ptnon they an, not what k:Lml ot a car" th91r tat.her drives. 

In thia 4tao4pb.en, a b07 perceivu that. be oamot ~ Wnk 

ot hiuolt through lits, that the •oial NapomsildJ.i.tq' o! l.Hderahlp 1• ona 

ot the gnatest opport.unit:l•• that America atlorda. We t.r.r to devtalop ~· 

c~ o£ loadenhip, a'ld to d~ct. it towards the threo great areu t.hat. 

taoe our etud&nta up;in graduat.ton. 

.. 
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The tirlt and 11Clt buie opponimii.7 lo.,- moral reaponeibili~ 18 

in Ml'?'iage and t:ut.i.11' lit•• Preparation httl'G ia ot the eaaenoe. We have a 

~ago Irustit.\&te oaob SPJ"lng tor our graduat.1.ng aeniora. In an eight.-.ftek 

seaa10n, we tr; to link the veq rual reaponaibUitie• ot !ardJ..r lit• t,o the 

high honor and dilnitT ot Chrtttian marr1aa•• Here ii tocial lite in 1te bqto 

ton. ~. discuao t..'le all-impol"tant d8ciaion ot choosing a quallt'ied and cap&ble 

111• part.ner, the cbarao\er1at.:1.ea that .~ a 3ood b.uaMnd l'dlo Will be wo.rtb;y ot 

the beat kind o£ nte, the ~ f)l'Ut1eal tactore atld laning human value• that 

enter int.o ewoent'W. tail.y livll11• OM wit• lft"Ot.e tba\ the host thing ahe 

could aa7 abo"'* Notre na. 18 t,ba\ 1t produoea good~ L'ld tathen. l.e 

do hope that 8*t or mtl' &t'adua't.e• will tint diatinguiah tl-.elw• thU wq. 

beoauae h.na 1IJ lln'•l rea:ponaJl>il.it.y that wUl touoh the heart ol A•l"ica and 

keep it •und. 

'.l'be noond •ff• n e11phan• i• resporud.bl.o l.adetrahip in bua.ineu 

and proleHional lUe. Mere w point. out to the student• that the 1r0rld do.a 

not. owe the?!!! a 11ring1 but only an opportunity to prove that th117 can make a 

liYi~ h-.r intelligent, md purpo-.f"\4 attort.. 'lher. ill no subsittuto tor hard 

work, co•nettt,iw endeavor, and iDtci~ri~. tiro want ou.r men to be good not only 

tor thc1Uelwa1 bu\ good tor tba •there in t...\eir buinoae or prot'd8ional. lftUpa• 

Thi• calla tort.be diao1pline that 111 part ot notre Dam lUo• to Un 110t u a 

puaive w.U.t, but aa a cont.l"J.buti.ng part 0£ a la.rger group that 11 perf eoted 

by cooperative eltort, t..-lk, and reapomsible leadenhip. We want Notre Da.1119 

aen to be reapected UJd lJJmd tor \heir Mi:iae ol o~t.ion and their spirit 

of contribution to \ha Good 0£ the 11holo. We ha\"ft taken pr~ in tile £~\ tJ.111!\ • 

., 9111 Not.• Pam mn thft>ughout Amerioa a.ro coming \o he known and nepacted 

tor th1• tin• q-.Uty in tbeU buin••• and protosnonal lite. 

.. 



- lJ -

Laetl7, n insist that. moral and social l"Oopona1bil1ty hu a 

lartr.e part to plq today 1n c1vio life - be it on the local, atate, or national 

level. We hur ao l.'l!lln7 people decl"11ng ool'TUption in political lite and. dA.llf'l.ing 

the canceroua apntad ot Co~1-. ·'•• too, condel.lll theM thinga, but cannot 

think that oondem.ation &lone will holp !l'IAtt.en. The negative approach doe• 

not till the gap. ~•reov~r, it. 1o largal.y paaail1liet.io and .tl"U8t.ratina. n.. 

world today need.a 1ntel.Ugen\ and reapoiwibl.e leact.nhip mra t.haa nega'L1ve 

oondelSl&tion. le nope tba\ our cl"'aduate• W'1U !Ske some positive contribution 

to the polit.ical well-being ot our local, 9tate1 and national lU'e by &ctivel.7 

part1cipat.1ng in political action. Once more, here 1• a duty tbat. 18 better 

vieftd as an opport.Ufti\ir to aerve. Hera again, the tutw:ie ot America is at 

stake. i1e cannot have a tirat-rate cow:rt.q il it 18 l"Ul1 by second-rate public 

servant.a. C'inl.y' un ot intelligence, mol'lll. intag:rit;r, and davo\ion to 1deal.• 

oan keep tJlia count.r;y at.tuned. to U11 tine traditiona that have made it great 

a.wng the nations. 

The ••niora at. Notre .Due ake onl.T one iJ&rtiiw gilt to the Uni­

ver1itq - an Aue:rican £lag that t'liea ov.ar ta. onpua dunug t.he year toUOWina 

t.heil" Cftduation. ife accept it u a •;mbol ot theil" lo,al\7. To UU.. d.a)r1 w 

have tVlftl' been •barlid bJ' 4UloJ8l,t,y in a1.f¥ el tJwa. We hopa we ntt'ffl" Will.. 

fb18 con.ol.uct.• our pnMntat.1ou of thou upeots ot our educational 

philoeopb;y wtd.cb ••• be•t to de11eriba the apiri t ot NoU. Dill•• tou 11d.Sht well 

aak • at. th18 point, are you 11holl7 euooeaatul in educating boya to beco• good 

•n1 of proteaaional competence, endowd with a ae1lH ot 110ral alld aocial 

reapona1bilit;f? l would be l•• than bot10at 1l I teld 70u that • are higbl.7 

successful in accompliahinl this PW"P08• w1\Ja .U. ot 01.W gradutea. Like all 

other h"WMD endoavona, we l.:lave our high houra of auooeu and our depressing 

.. 
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-.nta o£ tailure. att., I can say eincerel.,y that. the 1doal that I have preMUted 

to 30u u our consecrated COMitment, the spirit that hu q'lliclcer.d the ona 

hund.rod and eleven years ot Notre DllM'• oxiat.enoo. 

la can do better. The tel'ml ot improVemant are t.breetoUh better 

tacult7, better atudenta. and better £acilit.1ea. :ah 1HJ" &ff.I ~t 

along thia three.told front.. our deep r.rat1tudfl (lOH out to ao ·llllnY' triondl ot 

Not.re f..._ who, lave sponaol'ed the SJIPl"OYmm~ 

Otll.7 om lalt \hin« l aus\ 981'• Perhaps 1t 1a bust mcpreesed 1B 

a penonal experience. Oltcm at m.ght.t ·When lfOrk ill pmning, I nlk over to 

the o!fiee a.rt.er $Upper. }.t1 thougllta a-.-. often dark u t.he ru.ght, WhGD I reneot 

on the probl.,. that taoa wa1 rising coat•, inflated mot'llq1 penonalit.y eon­

ructa, the -ani\ude ot tm taak t.o be done, ~ ow own inadoQu.aoin. T1W11 

as I Nund th4t ooxiner ol 5acnd Heart Obu•ob1 then 18 tho ovor-\hril.lJ.na agbt 

ot Our .l..atq'• golden atatue, mowited 111 a ..nve Ool.don .oo., b&'l:rbed in light. 

and eUbouette4 ftC&imt. the darlmn• ot ti. n:1ght.. !!ere, at a gl.aace1 18 our 

hope tor ultimate aucoeaa1 the reaaion. tor wbakwr atioccuas baa been aobieftd, 

becaUM while •• OWMt . .00 •• Not.re 1-. Nmin• as a kind ot l1Ving m1l"GCla 

of tho Wotl•t' ot Goel, ·• •t:ftmi mcl golden tol"d agatnat. t.be ~- ..... ot 

every evil. 

.. 
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