Awust 17, 1953

Al ever-incressing munber of eduontors in Aserica are

becoming more concernad with the place eand adequacy of religlous
education in var timen., Perhaps this is 8 resctivn to the secularism
that haes perveded education generslly in decedes pusts “ore sube
stantislly, this scncern for religious education atems Jrom the growe
ing convietion that the spiritusl values that hishllichted the stive
rine docvments of our Founding Vathers are even nore inportant today
1€ young trerlcans are to be prepared to enrry to Liw world the jode
wven hwritage of heman dirnity and Preedon which our Pounding Pathers
brourht %o the birth of th's natlen. Tndeed, our cherished Anericen
way of iife is unintelllizible apsrt ron iod and spiritual values.
To Jdivorce thals precious heritage from Lis funer core, to ianler by
abeolute negiset that religlon has no place in smerlcan Education,
would be to deprive hmericans of what has, fro: our earliest days,
been typically Asericen.

Jur greatest imerican leaders have been humbly creat
in their common scknowledpment of God'a blesaings upon our land and
our peoples They have not been sshamed to ask for s continuation
of these divine blessings, for they have realimed that, "Unless Uod
keaps tiw city, they labor in vain who bHuild 1t."

The feliglious Lducation tspocistlon of the Unlted
“tates and Canada has certalnly understood lheaso basic truthse
ferhaps the highest praise Tor the lssoclation today s that 4t
has spent these past fifty wears trying to kesp Ciret things
first 4o the educaticnal ondeavors of our times.
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