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During the first Jour ywars of its oxistence, the Hatural
Law Institute concerned itsell with various aswcts and applications of
the natural law as understood by eminent Jurists of the Western vorld,
particularly America., This year's series represents a now, and we think,
moot fraitful approach to the natural law, The prosent volume reaches
bayond the estorn Vorld to thoe great cultures of the Jast in an on=
deavor to firxd some cormon ground, and possibly, sowe additional support
- Zor the basic councept of the natwral law,

This widening of scope is certainly {itting, for the
natural law is by virtue of its delinition co-extensive with :mane 'lore-
over, given the presont world situation, we may have uncovered an acditional
basis for unity in a world whoere the process of human and spiritual unity
hap certainly not kept pace with the tochinological advances lowards
piysical and geographical unitye

In secking for a bond of unity in & world fraught with
racial, religious and cultural tensions, where could one sesk noarer
the core of the problenm than n a universally accepted concept of natural
law? This law is supra national, supra cultural, and yet highly wnify-
ing and most Jundanmental, for it beging with what makes a man, any man,
hunan, his faculty of reasoning, and onds with God ho is the Author of
this law and the ond of all men's seekln;s.

ue are here remindad of the pattern set Lforth by FProlessor
Jacues Maritain, at tho second sesalon of WESCO's Genecral Conlorernce,
calling for an elfort to discover practical points of converjgency in the
light of the {ullest posuible mutual understandings Ure 'laakdim relates

this to our present subject:



@hen the diifferent nations of the earth snd the
followors of different religions moet, they should
not meet to convinoe one anothor about their dis-
tinctive dogmes and mysterdesy if they do that, they
will find no comon grounds feliglous laith is now
eclipsed all over the world by the poworful ine
{luences of materialistic sciences, It hias become
difficult, almost bad forn and violation of etijuette
to tale the name of Jod in an intermational gathering
of politicans or Jurists., Ieople Lave bogun Lo say
that, for humanity, morality is enough and religion
is nothing, bub moralify tingoed with emotions 1

say, alright, let us start with Lusic morality ale
though I have scrdous doubts whebher morality can
lead a healtly autonomous existence without beding
rooted in thelsn, It is, novertheless, a step
towards reality that the nations of the earth dividcd
racially, nationally and by narrow and fanatical
interpretations of religion, meot and put their
signatures to a Charter of fundamental human rights
acknowledging thereby the common ethical basis of
hranitys. Tumanity seems to be advancing toward
God, thougch with uncertain and hesitating atepse

Yhen the present-day maberdalism has had its day

and people bogin to realize a comion spiritual basis
ag well, they may put their signatures to beliofl in
one fod as they have consented to believe in one
world and! one humanity, however their sctual prace
tices may full short of their verbal rrolessions.

We do not wmean to say here that e have come to Llend
our difforences, nutional, cultural or religious, into one amorphous
and uniforn whola, but rather that w nust, in the face of a worldd
torn by utterly conflicting philosophies of 1ile rogarding man and
his human rights, solidily the ranks of all those who db agres, at
least, upon & basic patiem for human happiness and orxder and peace
in this world, founded on a natural law established by Code

This is obviously no easy tasle (e are speaking here
of a neeting of Lwat and Viost on a mattor that is Jfundamental to all
human existonce and activitys It means much more than driving the same
traclorg, or Ilying the same airplanes, or uging the same weapons. Tt

is hishly sdpnilicant to find wnity in this ares even thoush dlferent




lanuages aro spoken, different litoratures rcad, or even diflerant
rituals followed. Unity regmiing a basic concept of the natural law
moans unity of mon ag mon, agreemont about what it means to lwve fundae
wmental richis s a huan bednge  fecognition of the natural law crocis
a stondard that harwn resson alone cwn recopnise as beln; a orinciple of
workd order above tie petly Jillerences of civil codes and manenade laws,

Againg we are nobt oaying lLhatl theve is nho other unity
that is doeper or -ore significant, vut we arc asserting that here is
a comron ground where we can bogin to draw all men, ovoryWiore, togother
in a unity that reflects wal is comson to huwn belnge as human beingse
There ig a forece at work in ithe world today wiich doos ot accept this
basic spiritual unity of man ag a child of God, endowed with unalienable
human rights, b loust, we whio do accent the natural law can mrosent a
wnited front in a world slresdy divided in too many obhor waye not to
be unitod at lenst in 4iis, in wiich we agroe, and on the basis of which
we oppose those who would dehumanize ma

The foregoing papers were nob in any sonse artilically
gontrived to mest our purposes in secking & comaon grounds we hoped
that such a common pround could be established, bubt we asked Uhe various
authors to ataile freely how they might find points ol contact Lolweon
woat we understand as the natural law, and what they sincerely under-
stood as the import of their culture in this area, Cur purposc in this
epilogue is merely to ask the uestion: Were such polnis of coatact
discoverad as to pive some hope of ostablishing 2 valid basia for a
meating of minds, ecastorn and western, as regards the basic concept of
the natural law?

Our first roaction, upon studying those papers, was most



optimistice Terhans, bocause of nmany lirst impressions of agreenent
that nay Lo wore semantic than real, we have boon too sanguine. e
shall merely otabe the agreements as we read them in the texts, and
zok the indulgence of the anthors if we have soen mors than they in-
tanded by their wordse Therc were so many points ol apparent agreenent,
that oven in the ovent that we ‘uve read a suorficial denotation and
missed a cors important connotaltion in sore passanes, we feoel confident
thet enowh conmon srowxt has been established to open up & new and
significunt Lridge of unity andd many worddewide islands of dilferences
hitherto separating man from man, race Ifronm racaey culiure from culture.
if ondy this Lridoe of spiritual and hwmn agreament may be widened
and lengthened Ly further and more enlightered discussion from toth
sides, this year's Institule will Lo well Justified,

It would help at this Juncturs Yo outline procedure.
Cur method is simple. Vo will merly establish what seem to be the
fundanental olenents in our concent of the naturul law, and then
ttompt to [ind wherein the virious authors erpress whols or partial
agreoment in theose Jundamental clononloe

The natural law, as we understand it is, as any other
human law, & norm CJor human conducts It ¢ilfere Irom other human lows

in throe wayg.

e

)

The natweal law di0lars Jromomogt othor huwan Laws in
that its author is not man, or eivil overnment, Lut Gods It has
variously boen called the divine anweitlen law, or a puut of the eturnal

law of Do Cor the govormeont of the wilverse, insofar as it is the

ctornal law in huwra nabtwwe  While divine in origing it ie a hwan law



as recards its subject mattor wicch is human richts and duties, human
Justice, Undorstood in this way, naturnl law is contradistinguished
from Mrritien law", huan or divine, Iron "positive law", Irom "civil

or mnicipal law", or in general, fron any law of human origine  'te
Thormpe Sgudnas delines naturel law as “the rotional crecture's particie
nation in the eternal law" of Gode The notural law ie not on'y the law
of reason {(by which it 48 lmomm) but the law of nature's Oode This
hagic concentinn of natwral law as dvine in origin antedales the
Christian crn, which is understandable, since its roots are philosophical
rather than theolorical,

fristotle in his Chetoriec, when faced by a conllict of
writton ind wmeritton law, advisca Ut lawyer to "wve that the vrincle
Moo of cquity arc -~ermancnt ond chancoless and that the wniversal law
does not change either, for it i3 the law of mtwre, whersaa writion
laws ofton do chanre®, Aristotle's concept of a natural Justice common
to 21l peoples coincides with our baaic notion of the natural law as
distinrudished from positive haman lawe. Lato too rocognizes law as a
disnosition of reason which orders things according to their natures,
arel which neither depends upon nor derives its authority lrom the power
of the gtate.

In sumary thon, we can ostablish thds Jirst major ole-
ment in the natural law: it is Codemade rather than man-ndes Soveral
rather obvious corr@larios Zollow from the divine origin of tho natural
lawe It is hoth the foundation ond the standard for Jurther lopal
detorminationa of rogitive laws. Jecause of iis origzin it is une
changinge a0 Cod and hraman nature are unchanging. Mositive law to be
Just should conform to the goneral rrinciples Jor hmoan Justice colr

.



tained in the natural law, In case of conilict, the natural law is the
puerior rde for husan conducts

ve mall now attompt to see in what manner tho authors
of this volume agree with this Zirst element of tho natural law: its
divine oripin and authority.

e Oondarent & stuloments ace in clear-cut alfirmmtions
Te guys that Sor cay ilindus, "lheir ignorance of mon-rade law did not
in the leash detract from their fundanental knowledge of the hipghost
law, the law of Jod or ithe eternal law or natural lawemcall it by it
svor nanee  They accortod wngsestioningly thoe authority of the ! ¥Fee{304
civen LameDecange Loy wore convinced that no power on carth con supers
sede thoe divine law.™

"Oripin, wistence, sitinction follow according to llis
(God's) wille The Lopreny “eing doos nobt have to aduinister the "aw,
because e is the lawe o woens obornal vigilance and ig eternally at
worke"

Ire Dundaren almo volcog agreemwent on the dillerentiae
tion of natural law and other human lawse

"There ig one Sundamental diflerance bebtweon naturel law
and other Jorms of lawe Comwn law, canon law, constitutional law,
international law ave all subject to periodical amendnents and altora—
tionse Haturdl law is eternal and bamatabile, A second bagic difference
ig that all othor lawe of iho second group sre created, evolved, modified
and altered by mang naturel law is only discovered by [15Y: PP 15 1 5 A
any forn of law that runs contrary to natural law may seoningly succeed

for & while but it is doonad to fadl ultimatelyl"



Along the lines of this last siatemont, Jr. Uundaren
comments later in ids papor.

"In the wltimate reality, the individual soul 1s greater
than all groups, organizations, states and commmnities of men, I the
laws of men corrupt the soul of men besides dominate his body, man has
the rightecus duty to rebel againet such laws and reassert the natural
laws of his Makere"

And finally, Ore Sundarem relates tho problem fo contem-
porary history in India.

"0 today [0 million mo-called untouchables of yesterday
can talk with dignity, with theoir heads ervet wixl obtain equal rights
and opportunities with their Jellow men in their country, it is entirely
due to this onc man's (Chandi's) wntiring dovotion to natural LawWeeis
adheronce to the dignity of the coul of nan.”

Tids seems ample evidernce to see tle support of lre
Sundarem, and the lindu philosophy and trodition which he represents,
for ow first and mest lundarental eleqent of the natural law,

Rabbi Freehof's papeor is in its totality a testimony to
law coming from God, and therefore superior to tho lwman, manenade laws,
There may be some difficalty in distinguishing hore botween reforonces
to writton divine law as contained in the revelation of the Old Tosta-
ment and the wmritieon natural law which is discerned by reason, although
placed by Cod in the nature of mans ‘o have the impression that many of
Rabbi Preehof's words apply to the formere. Given the ancient Theocracy
of Israel, this is uderstandable. Ikwever, we can deduce at least,
that in the spirit of the Jowilsh tradition, s law originating {rom Cod

talos precedence over mn-oade law,
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Almost no person necded Lle threat of rrison or tie
lagh, to be law-abiding; lor the law wag not a nere
human contract or the product of the wilfulness of
a tyrant or the confusion of some towm coutiCileeees
It was the will of Godeseselaws must be tosted by
his yardsticke Uloes the law violate the cone
geionce of the communilty or carn its arproval?

If it violates it, no police power will over be
sulliciente s lon: a3 the citizens believe that
law is wiliul, foolish, a decree lorced upon them,
hen thay w11l hate the law and resist ite Sub
wen they feol thal it comportc with conscience,
than molice powrr bocomes aliost unnecess iy Low
cauge the law i8 enforcod from withine, The
scabtered Jowizh communitics maintatned law and
order bocause ithe law was accented as coning to
then from Tnature wod nabwaee's Godt,

Teve Mhi Chih Sinds in U long sdstory of Chins several
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In Chinese btradition, tils 4 jeul to o bigher
ackhority has takon those main Jormse (1) Somee
Limes it taoes Uls Iom ool @ovonling to the
authority of an imasined and much freely idealined
anbiquity--the Jolden Gpe ol anclonl oo C-rulolGe
{2) Somotiaes 1% takes the form of appealing to
the will of God {L'ioneclith, or Lticnei) as the
nichest norn of lawe 737 tonctdimes the arpesl is
mde to the Jay (Luo) of teuveon or uaturs, diich
ig tha law of aadrce (L) Conetizes, soprcially
widey the long, lonw centurles of the vast uniflied
enpire, the appesl is mmde to the aubiorily of tho
zanon {ehinge-nganing the invariablo, imatlable

ew) of Ehe dacrad Teristures of Confucianism s

the hishest aubhority on 21l -—attors of weral and
wolitical Juwtices (5 'nd sometives the anpeal
made Lo Dpason or Low or Undversal Heazon or latwral
Law {11, or Luo-1i, or tlien-iilns it is intuitive-
Ly evideat in the miral conscionce of Y@leeesesdll
of thwse hear some roseitlance to the historical
appeals in the costern Yorld to datwrsal aw or
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Ure Ty oshdh bas aplilicd oow of those notions to show
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centurios vofore Christ the phillosorher o T4 purified the concept of
t'ion-tao as tawht by Lso-Tme and accopted by Lonfuclus.

"o Ti declarvd that the Will of Cod (I'ieu-chihi) should
Lo the criterion of all judrement of right and wrong, the standard of
all nmoasures, the highest norm and law, e said 'Yow I have the Will
of Gode T ghall use it to measure and Jud o the laws, penaltics, and
sovernments of the kings, princes, and grand officers of all the stutes
in the world: and [ shall use it to measure the words and acta of all
the reoples whatover is in accordance with the Will of God is rijlitg
wiatover is oppoacd to it is wrong.'"

The sawe point is nade in relerence to Ching, the Canon
of Confucianisme "It was rovered il recarded as the highost authority
in all mattor of morals, law, cocial relations and governmental PoliCieses
it wag roqoir.d roading in all Clidnese schoolBSeseenvinurily bocuuse
som ol bho books includod in tho Uanon in its broader conso do contein
some of Lhe wiiversal princinles of Justice widch in the words of
Aristotle, .11 nony Ly natuﬁ*ul invudtiony focl to e common right wd
COTIION WIronge'!

Dre Sumuidd presents a problen in atleompliig W Jind sowe
point of contact botween our conoopt of the natwral law and dis prosels
tation of it in the bHuddhist Tradition. lle would soen bo adnlt o law
fundamental to all human action, but based on aran natwre considered
in itsell rather than as coming wltiwbely frow God as ite creators

Dre lagkim leaves no doubt about the oslen beliel in
the natwrad Lav as conly Ifrom God and implanted in the very nature of

ty
Tadile



Tature's laws are Cod's thoughis thinkdng thomsslves
in orbilLe mnd tides. 8 there arc signs ol God's
power and wisdon and boauty in all mature cutside
mang 5o are these signs inscribed in the bearts of
all TfN.eessbi® verses of Cod's rovelations are ine
geribed in letters of light in the etarry hoavens,
in the prophotic consciousness and in the minds and
hearbs of Liose win reflect rightly on mature withe
41 and mabure without.e.eeiiccording to the uranic
teaciing religion is essentially a comprehension
of the natural law and living in obedience to that
law, for only thercby siall wan o true Lo hdmseld,
and only by being truo to himgelf stall he be true
1o Lis Cod and Juwst to tho root of lis creavures
and 148 oroationeseessivision of humanity into
hostile groups on the basis ol colory casite or
creed is unnabural bocause it strikes at the roots
of essential Luman values and poisons all morality
and opiritualityesss ost ‘uslimg boliove that Islan
has a mission, and thet mission cousists in ovore
coming racial and national barriers, domolishing
class digtinetions, olimination of exploitaiion
and advancing towards wnversal liberty, universal
g uality, universal justices These ure the constite
wvords of the natural law and the values tiat entire
humanity is destined Yo realises in Gody those
wniversal, unchangeable principlos originate und
towards God they lead nanicinde

So spesa. 5 Dr. laakime

lecormising the limitations ol languae Lo walich we ro-
forred above, and the possible wistaws ln e intorpretation of other
men's thoughtsy, it still appears that in the above stacamonts by the
various asthors, we do £ind a substantial agreement on the fundamental
notions of tho matural law: Ti*mt it originates in God, and is implanted
in human naturej that it ouperscdes all other non—mde laws, and Lorms
both a foundation and a rule for the justice of those lawsy that it is
unchangeable ag are nature and nature's Gods vortainiy, il these
points alone are valid, we have a valid basis lor the recognition of
micmnm iraman ri;:}'ﬁ;a by millions of lLastorn peoples who share owr

hopes for justice ond equity, and the natural Lasis [or these hopeds
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llore is a nattern for ~euce and oxder on a world-wide busis. Tlere is
a unddy at the heart of manidnd that stands in Jundamantal opposition
to a current divigive worlkd phdlosophy that recognizes neitier Cod, nor
the dignity md walienable rights of [lis noblost eartily cruations

“o much for the Jiral clement in our understanding of
the mbural law, o 8l troot ovre briefly the other two characteris-

ticn that dirferentiate natwral £rom other manessade nusan 1aws,

o
KR

Tatural lavw, unlike otier lnnan lawo of lnuuan origing
ap~iies to «ll mon of all times. Tle roason is rather obvious after
o foreroing discussione e sabuwrdl law sterm Do that which is
common to wll mankind--thoir human.ty as congtitutod by Gode  en may
change, tubt thedr nature does nobe AW of the passages already woted
substant Libe Lho agres@ud on 1.8 po.nte e ahall merely roler Lo a
fow oadcilionan luws ot ave direct peariig on tais aspect of the
natural dawe its wnlvorsalily i space and Linos

e Sundaren bestilics for the lindu tradition. "The
i ortality of the sould is applicable to the lollowers ol all religions
and the Law of Jature pertaiuniig to tie soul of man is ol wilvorsal
acceptances latural law, according to the iiindu is identical in all
Jaiths and is comvon to all mankinda"

Rabbi Frechof is no less emphatic speaking Jor the
Jowish (eoplo.

The Divine-latural law meant order and meant culliuces
To the orxtent that it meant order, it meant self-
control thpough consclonces To the exbent that it

meant widesproad culture, it achioved a democratic
contiol over the abuses ol powoere Jhase principlos
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apply te {1 Insal oystore in all timrse I men
beliove tint thoe law i8 essontially natural ami
God=iiveny thon with even 8 nminimum of police
powory order will roigite If mon understand tie
1&3"&1 Coundaeldong ol their own covernoent, they
are the intellipent citizzemy agzainast which no
ramy can vrovails  Tds is the arperience and
e universal meaning of satwal-tyvine law in
Jewlish Ligtorye It was aaadll in seono, bub 1%
apoiies uaigu:v et ab amibcx:., avorywhere axl lJor
avoryuody”
T T ohdh oo aloo dlilcnted Lhie mdvorsality of the
natwral law in the Chinese Yraditions. !o cites (o 71 ~n using 4'ien
m
chih, the will of fod, us the criterdon of all rigMt and wrongy wsing
it "o rpasure wid Judie the lave, 7 malities, md ovesvouts of the

x

kingsy mrinces cnd grand of'ficers of all the statss n i vordld,

‘re lu Chidl cltos Chidigg, Uhe Conon of onfucins, to
support the universality of a concert akin to the natwal lave [
borrows his delinition Iroz a cluosicul author o the Lifth century
(A7) "Tho tires my chunge, drnastics oy come and o, and redal
and rock may decay and porish, but the Canon (Chine} will & wws romsin
as tho mchan~ing mle and as *he Loyatable low for o vl OIS
dions Lo comm,.”

‘2 ' Shih also relates e wore modern dovelonmont of
L'ien “oi in tho sonso of widversal truth or roason or natural law,
“The natural law (t'ien lai) ie weet oveorr mant s dmato and intultive
worel couscicnce percoivos to e thr truth and the law wiich it is bis
duty Lo ortend and avily to oll tidnes ol all overta.”

fe Cusuicd algo elatos this wiversalily of e natwral

taw to the Juddiist concepte "lan lmn a cortain innule Jecling, sccorde
ing W Juddndem, which malos him molrain Jron cormitbing deuds of violences



The imnate fooling ia rooted in hawwn nature oqually shared by all
sentient heinrs wwo ilve in group=lile.!

Dy Laaldin bogins lde paper by assealing that the
natural law is "wiversal and objective, rooted in the mature ol thdngs
ard din dhe mebtuce of hwanifye" e later ascerbs that "thic oosoentials
of etlhiles must Le Ur swe for all vscausce logy are Lnlwroent dn the
comaon nature ol all ke’

In gusery, wo Jind in cach of thuse autiors, substantial
servecmumt on the wiversallty of the matwal law, wplying to all :xn of

all time, siuce all chare the sax huran naturcs

e

sk L@
e fMnd comestion Lo wideh wo must now addrose oursclves
io: how Jo non cox o Mnmow thids natural law which ig established Ly
God in the nature of mene 1L the law is anrlicable to all am, it

el

shodd o known to Lhon somehow, by reason of
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in the various aul .rge T.ig da the thded culstansiiy characterisiic
of the mtwal low ag digtingudsivd frow mane-nde lowo.  Thoese Lalter
must Lo promulpgated by thedir nmon Jegislatoroe von tie Mvine Positive
Law is promuliotud Uy rovalsiione Dub Lhe salural Loy can bo lmown Uy
all rmen possesgiy human Ioasone
. ‘e Sundarem is clear in hia testimony, “lherc are

millions of Mndus today, md thore havo beon milidons efore thes

Iy iy
whoge oilyr knowledrs of Llaw concermed netural 1awe" "ees 1l otler (human)
laWheeeealra Crualod, ovolval, modilied and alitercd nr s Tatuwrael law
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g ordy discovored hy nans” This mowledro of Todts mbttorn is given
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noetical ¢ wreasion Uy Ulw oodern ladian poot, abindvanath Tagoro:
rrile of vy lituy I ghall ovor iy W
houp My wody pur:, Eowin ’: 'mm“c FA
Living touch is woon &1l o 1inhoe
I shall over bry <o bzw;o A1L Wie
tratlis oul fronm =y thougats, mmting*
Lhat thou art Uil Lruth which has
fdndled the Lizht of waam*x in my nind,
T ehall over Lo o dedve all evils
:mn;r from g hoart and ‘mf Doty iove in
Es LA ST A R t_: at thou hast tly sead
M o :mm*at agiudve ol ' 'warta
nd 1t shall Lo ory ondeavour Lo o
veal theo ;\ wy actd d"xﬁ lanen x?i:q, it is
Ly nower lves mooi ’n«w;mi ach !

Twbbi Proohof emmedates mach the cane frdh: "y notural

)

nrsan powraprs of orperdonce and roason, toestod Wy roverent study of Tbhly
by e o pront Tesad greton devolopeds B

wag naturaly hwmn Lo,
the Taw dnberent in the natare of nants nind anl conscicicc, used as an
ingbruent o Hocovir the dimdicit ALl ol lod wirfceh lo otornally
present in wwconslie revelatlion.”

Jre i Oldh erplains tho relovance of thoe Chinose notion

dang to the nabwdd luw by relating Lis prliciplec ol wniversal
Justice w wlat Aristotle declar d vhat "all mon, Uy & mlwal intultion
facl to Lo comon rirtht and comon wrorga”

e It Shih also quotes a guaint passaso Jrom Tonciug,
who 2ived about three hundred jmars bolore Chrdst, to denonstrate that
Tan=lol, the law of rature, vich is maniloested in thie natuwre ol wan,
can be known natwally by our 1oasons

AN moutha of wem agreoe in enjoydng the same
rolises, all cares agree n onjoying the awom
{ “maica’ soundg; all =08 ogree in recognicing Ve
sone boaulyre T3 thero nothiny vich :’sll minda
.zz;w», In affimae o Do "*mg:’f“ doat io it tien
;’«f‘}"‘(’.’h 71 minds recormize o Lo b ? 7Y i ol
,:n:iv: ol truth or daw) and :1 {"1;‘.1&:?;9;’.. g or
m HEOUBNOSE ) v e e e Hiiversal trubl and i :w:,

agreaublo %o our wind, Just oo oty eado o
rleasing o our tastc.




e Suzwid, would seon to sayy A8 we anderstand hin

corroctdy, that (o nind wmbes the lawe Thle lay ol course, saylng
v § f ]
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