
During the £irst foi.;r j'8«r8 o! its c.i.'Ustonce, the natural 

::..aw Institute oonoermd i toeJ.r with various asi:ecta -.ind appl1c.at1otlG o£ 

t.'1e natural law us understood by eminent jur:l.ats ot the \i·estom ~iorld, 

partioul.arq Ar:nrica.. ':his yoar•s soriec represents a now, am we think, 

mat fruit.rul. approach to the natUNl law. Tho present wlum roaches 

.for tho basic concept of tho natural law. 

Thia fd.donit1{~ of ocopc U certain.1.Jr i"1ttir1"b !'or the 

natural law i8 by virtue of its datinition co-o.xtmaive with :an. nore-

basis !or unity in a. world whore the pJ."Ocosu ot hux:ian and spir'ltual unity 

has certainly not kopt pace with the toohnolocioa.l. e.dvanoes towards 

In seeking for n. borxl of unity in a world fraught With 

raoial.1 religious Qnd oultm:vl tonaions, lthero could one seek noaro.r 

the core ot the problem than in a universally accepted concept or natural 

law? Thia law is supra national, supra cultural, and 1'lt highly unify

ing and roost i'undamenUil1 tor it bQgina wit.h what ral-:oo a man, ~ man, 

hmlW'l, his faculty o£ roasoninc, ond orda with Ood Who is the Author or 
this law W'ld the end o! all man• s see~;s. 

:ie are hem re=i.nded of tl1e r.attern act forth by ?roi"eesor 

Jacque& Maritain, at tho seoood saeiJdon o! mmscore General Contorence, 

calling fer an etrort to discovor practical points or converi;onoy in tlle 

light ot th•.::' .fullest poauible mutual undcrst..anding. Dr. Haakim rol.atea 

thi.S to our preoent. subject: 
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W1llm tho dil'terE>nt nations ot tho eart.1:1 am tba 
!ollmtm'fl or di!terf1.lllt religions rooet, th.et l'Jhould 
not met to co1'1Vinoe one another about their d1s
t.inct1vo dogmas W¥i ~erios J if they do that, tl10Y 
Will find no OOllll'JOlt grouOO. l!el.igious taith is now 
eolipaed all over the \'«Jrld by t.1lo powerful in
nuences ot ~teri.uJ.istiC scioncoa. !t has boooma 
dit.t1oult1 allxlst bad .f'om and violation ol ati,1uetto 
to take tbe nama ot Ood in an 1ntern.a.t1onal gathe~ 
of' politica.ns or jurist&. ?eople havo bogun to oau 
that, for humanity, nDral.1.W' is enough and ::.~on 
is nothinc, but moralifv" tinf:ed with GJ!X>tion. I 
aq1 alright, let us start With Owlic ~ralitu al.
t!x>ugh I have serious doubto whether moralitq can 
lead a healtl;w autonoa>us WO.at.once vr.t th.out being 
rooted 1n theism. It is, novertheleGS, a step 
towards reality that the nations or the earth divided 
racially, M tional.ly am. by narrow run i'anatioal 
intorpreta.tiona ot rollgion, ooot and put their 
signatures to a. Chart.er ot funda.m.ental hw11m r1Hl~ts 
AOknottledgina thereby tho coimaon ethical basi.8 ot 
hunan.1. ty. llurani ey- seomo to be advancing toward 
Ood1 thoU(;h With uncertain and hesitating atepe. 
i,·,fhen the proaent-day mt.Gl"ial.1mn ba8 had its day 
and people bogin to realize a oom:ion spiritual baaiG 
ao well, they mBY' put their ait:rlaturas to heliot in 
one Ood as they have oonsentod to beliew in one 
world and or» hu.,.iianity1 howover the~ ;1otual prao
t1ooo mBT full al'Drt o! thoir verbal nro.r·cas1one. 

We do r.iot mml t.o o;;,q here that t'IG have oom to blend 

our dil"forenoee, rmtional, oultural or relib"'ious, into one Wll>rphoua 

.and unif om whole, but ratlllr that. we .must, 1n tl:a taoe at " world 

tom by utterly <X>ni'lictillg phil.ooophi.Gu or Ui'e rogardirG r:llUl am 
his human ri~;ht.a, aolidii)' the ranks or all those ltl;l() <:b agree, at 

least, upon a basic i:attam !or human happinlsa and 01."dor a00 peace 

in this world, .founded on a natural law ostabliahed by Ood. 

Ti:lia 18 obViously no easy Wk. i'Io 41:'0 apeald.na here 

o£ a meeting ot East and Wost on a :ma.ttor that is .t~ntal to all 

human existonoe and aotiVitv. !t moons much more than dr1Ving tho •• 

tracton;1 or tly;t.ng the aam airplanes, or using the same lWJapona. It 

is high~ aignitiaant to .t"ind unity in this area even though ditferent 
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lan,r.uagos are opokan, dil"tonmt litoratursa road, or even di!'torent 

rituals f'ol.l.ond.. tJnit;r r•3t;11rdi11c a lmsic oonoopt of the natural law 

~ unity of mmi aa 1'!r:m, ngrootmnt about lfhQ.t it -:lBW"W to have f'unda-

1:iontal r1Ght.o as a hw:;e.n boing. Hecognition. o! tho natural law eroots 

a stw¥lard that hu.r;¥Ul :reason alonc.1 ca:1 roeo~:nizo as bein(; n ;.irinciple or 

world order above t:le r:ett.¥ <lili'm-oncas ot ciYil codes af¥i 1~·u.le lan. 

/4~a.in, we a.re not oa;yi.rl& that thel:'C is no other unity 

t.~t is deeper or ~re aign:U'icant, hut we SJ:'O assertintt that htn"G is 

a cor.mx>n ground where we can bt.--g;tn to draw ill moo, IJ'\l'er;r1hore1 tog<JtJ:ior 

in a unity t.11.nt ronecta Yf':JUt is oom.'aOn to hwla.n beings as h'lml4"'l beings. 

TI10re is a toroe at ut'rk in t,hc world toda;;r which doos not a.ccopt t.'11.a 

basic opiritual unity or r.atl aa Cl ohild of (:'rod, anc1..owed with unalienable 

human rit:ht.s. At le~st1 'fl-0 who do aooept tho natural law can present a 

unitod tront in a world alrouqy divided in too i~n:r other waye not to 

be united at lec.;.at in t..::is1 in W'1ich we ar:ruo, and on tll'~ basis of lilich 

we oppose those who would dchwamtiae man. 

The ..rorego:Lng papers mare not in Otr:J' aGfllle artliical.l;v 

contrived to i•et mr purpoeee in seokinG a co~ nro'Ul'ld. ,:ie hoJ;lOd 

th.at 3UOh a oonam1 i:rC>und cotild be esta.blismd, but we uked tho vnr:Lous 

authors to :atu.t$ frQ>el;r hovt thO'J m.i4;ht. find poin'ba or cont.a.ct ootwean 

w:1at \fG unc:i.nrt.and as the natural law, Wli what they sincerely under

stood aa the import of their aultUl"O in this w:'Oa• Our PUX'lX>SO 1n this 

epilofti.B is t:!Dn>ly to ask tho 1'Jte&tiont Were such points ot canto.ct 

diaoovc:.n:~oo as to t;ive soiie hope ot oatablishir~: a valid basia ror a 

n1e0ting or m:tndo, cmatom and weetom1 as rogarda the basic concept o! 

the natut"al law? 

Our tirut roaotion, upon stud.'/ing these par1oro, no most 
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opt.ila1at.1c. ~~rhaps, h':'oause of ;ia.n:r first ~uiona ot ~mnt 

that iJ.'Jy be :oore oomantic than Mal, wo have bonn too mmguin.e. We 

ZJ!:-.all moroly state the a~reo•nta as w read them 1n tho t.a.'x:ts, and 

aok the indulc;onco ot tho authors if wo havo aoon rnore t~sn thoy in·

tonded ~· t!·loir ~rordo. '!'hero wei'e no man~" ;ioints ol' apparent a~l"'Oement, 

t!1at ovon in tho ovant that we :uvo road a su:oerficial de11otation and 

missed a ;·;er~ h'\POl"taut. connotation in oo;:e panoor;as, wo £eel confident 

thu t 01101.J(:l1 cori."::JOll c;rot.:llxl. tu11 boen aetablichod to open up a new and 

uignitioant hrid~!o of unity amid many uorld...isnde ialands ot d:U'.f'orancoa 

hitherto scparri1.tina xllan from mrm, race from race, culture froa culture. 

!.!' only this brid::e of spiritual and hwnun agroa?2'lnt ooy be 1rl.dcncd 

and l•11Gthened by furthctr um t'kl1'"0 enlightemd discussion from toth 

aides, th18 your's Inntituto will ht;, wll justified. 

It wt>uld help at this juncture to outline procedure. 

Our method ia simple. rle will :m~y establish vt1at sem:i: t.o be the 

fundaoant.W. eleoents in our concert ot the uat:.unil law, and then 

nt tempt to fird mm rain th~ various authors mtpross wholo or partial 

aareonent in theae funrhm:mtal clarironts. 

n1e natural law, as vm u.tXlorstand it is, as arv other 

hUllWl law, a norm £or bUtW'1 conduct. It di!fere !roin ot.'l.er human laws 

in three ways. 

I. 

The natural law dit .:.-n•n fl"Vtl :lOs:t. t>t.C.i<::-r hu'.:-1&1 lime i.11 

that its auth .. >r is not :'llln, or civil 1.P\1cl"lllll0nt1 but Qod.. It has 

varioualy 1:1 .. mn called the <livi.110 ,1rwn:i1;.f~on l.w1, or a pa:rt 0£ the eturnal 

law of God for tho GOVtrntoont of ti10 u1iv1.1~se, in:.io.f'ar as it io the 

c•tomat lmv in hm1':1Jl r1.atu:i:-o. Whilai divim in or.4..tint it is a hw:mi law 
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as rogards ito sub;joct mtter m1tch is hu"!lr!Vl ric;hts 11nd dutioa1 l'lUml:Ul 

jmtiae. Umnmtood in this way, natural law is contradist1D6uished 

!'rom "writ um lawti, hu.m::ln or d1vim, £rom 11pooitivo lmf1, from "civil 

or rir .. micipal la:ff•, or in !:C:lel"al, from a.'1.j' law o! hur:nn ori;;i..'1. :it. 

Th.:)::tlC ,\qu:l.n:ltl dc!'inco n:it"Jt'al J.nw us ''t...11<:: rotionnl croatu.i:on' n pnrt.ici

pation in the oto1."rull lnw*' of God. '!'he !"'.c.tu."nl law is not on.'~r the lnw 

o£ reason (h°'J l'tlich it is l:nown) but tho '.L..'l.W o! natu:re•s Ood. Thio 

basic o:rncoptian of nat'W."Bl law ao ttiv1no 1n orir;in antodntos the 

Christian c.ra., which 1D understn.'ldablo, since 1te l'.'Oots nm phil.osophical. 

rather than thoolo~ica.1. 

Arl.stotle in hin ,-3lctoz:ie, vt1em faeod by a conflict of 

written ;ind unwritten law, ru!vieca t~ lawyer to 0 uxno that the princi

pleu or equity ru-o ncrtan3nt a.11d chnnr:oloas nnd th.'l\t tho univeroal law 

doon not. c!1a.ngc either, for it io tho law o! nature, wborGan \Yrittan 

laws often do ch::l.•1,r;e". Aristotlo t s concept o!' a na t\ll'W. justice cor:!llCn 

to all peoples coincides with our basic notion o! tho natural law aa 

diatin:;uishod .Crom positive hu.>a"l law. 1'lato too rGcoenizec !..111 as a 

dis;:iosition o£ rcaoor1 vthich orders thincu according to thoir natures, 

nnl whic..11 noi tbar deperde upon nor dorivoo ito Authority !'tom the pomr 

ot t.'1e state. 

In ~ thon1 \'10 can oatabliah this first l!lajor ole

r.ient in the natural lawt it is Ood-.-w:!e rather than tan~de. Several 

rather obvious correlarios foll.cm' from tho cliv.1.ne orir;;in ot tho natural 

law. It is lX>th the foundation and tho at.undo.rd for .:turthor legal 

deten:d.nations of ·:ositiw laws. Because ot ita origin it :La un

chancii-c 0.0 Ood aW lmm&n mt.UN &Z"O unohangiJl;. rb&itiVO J.aW to be 

just smuld conform to tho r.omrnl principlea :or huna.n ju~tice om:i-
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ttl.inoo in the natural law. 1n orum 01: coni'l1c:t1 tho natural law 18 the 

ou,perior rule ror hu:nan oo~..ict. 

We l!'lhall now attomrt to see in \'That timll'lGr tho authors 

oi' this volume ~;roo with this first ele~nt oJ." tho natural law: its 

diViac oricin and authority. 

Dr. :>ald.arem' s stu::.ownts ave 1n oloo,r....out af tir.siation. 

He says th.it for many Hindus, "thoir ignor-.u.nce of ~1-::ade law did not 

i.."l the least detract i'rom their .funi:l&nxmtal knoWledge or the highest 

iaw, tho lm'l ~ r.iod or tho eto1"<1Sl law or natural law-call it lrJ w;l!lt

''VD?' 111.lr"C. They nccoritcd u.nq-.iootioningly tha a~1t:hority ot: tho rnl'r-C.od 

civon :.a.w-bc'Ouuso t:~17 wore convinced that no paFttlr on oarth co.n m1pel'

sede tho divine 1.nw.tt 

··ori(;in, :'Jd.stenco, :;~ti..'1Ction folla., according to Ris 

(God• e) will. Ti• ~~upre1:1; ~:e~ doos not have to ;;tdninister the · n.w1 

b•:;cauoo He is too l•• Ho 'foo<~.PO eternal vigilance ard is etarnal.ly at 

work." 

Dr. Sund.arem also voicos agroe11Vnt on tht~ dil'f orontia

tion o£' natural law and other human lawn. 

"'l"here is one 1'UrrlW110ntal difference between natural law 

and other .. Coriis of law. Cornrn.on ltnr, c:.tlUlOn law, a:nlStitutional law, 

intornationaJ. law w:•a all subjuct to period1cal m•:ndraents and altera

tions. !-fa1tunl law is eti:1:rnul and immutable. A second basic di.t.'forence 

is that all otbor lava of Um sooord group are Ol"'Gatod, evolved, 111)ditied 

a.'ld altt.:irod bJr SUJ natur:al law ia only discovorod ~J ~s.n. •••• ~1 

&lY forr1 ot law t..'lat ruus contraey to natural law WJ:f soomingly sueoeed 

ror a whilo but it ia doomed to fail ultistoly. 11 
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Alorg tho linea of thia last, statemnt, Dr. Sundarm:a 

co::nents later in his paplr. 

"In the ultimate roality1 tho individual soul is grout.Gr 

than all groups, organiations, states nnd C01l'flmmi.tioa ot man. If the 

lmrs of lU1 corrupt the soul ot men beeide• dominate his body, i:ian has 

the righteous duty to rebel aeunat suob la\18 and rausert the natural 

laws or hi 19 ?l.al•r. tt 

Ard t1nal.fy1 Dr. Sundarom relates tho problem to contom

poro.r.r history in India. 

"J.t to- }J) .ulion eo-oal..1.Gd untouchables of ;;estet'd.q 

can. t'1lk with dignitq-1 W:S.tb thoir honda eroct and obtain equul righta 

and opportunitieo with their follOil mm 1n their country, it 1s entirel:r 

due to this ono man•a (Ohandi•o) untu•.irtg dovot:Lon to natural la-tds 

a.cimronce to tho dignit,7 of the co1Jl. ot r:an." 
'lbie nfll!IS aqll.e eVideme to aec tta support ot rlr. 

Sunrlarem, and tm Uindu pbiloa>pby and trudition which ho l"Cproaonta, 

for our i"irat. and wet tun.damntl.ll ele:•nt o! the natural law. 

Rabbi F'l'eehot'' e pa.per is 1n 1ts total.it¥ a toat1a:my to 

law coming trom. God, am there.fore superiol' to th.a hm'lW'l, mar:~ laws. 

There riay oo some dittioultq in diat.inr,uiohing bore betanten re.t"aroncea 

to written divine law aa contai.nod in the revelation o£ t~ Old Tosta

mGnt «ld the unwritton natural. law whicb ia diaoerned by reamn1 al.though 

placed by God in t.'le nature o! mn. Yio navo th.t impreoaion tJ:at many ot 

Rabbi Yroobot•• \'Crdl appl.7 to tl~ !02."mltr. Given the ancient Theocracy 

of Israel, tlliS is urderstamahle. !kwtever, WO O&n dod'OOe at ledtt 

that in the spirit ot tbe Jw.f.Db tradition, a lmr originating from Ood 

ta.kl>• preoect.me owr Ji&l-rade l•. 
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Almost no poraon neodod tl_,. threat of prison or the 
lash, to be law-u.!Jidina; tor the law was not a nere 
human contract or the product 0£ the wilfulneao at 
a tyrant or the confusion of oom tmm cotmo-.1.l. •••• 
lt m:u1 t!10 will of: God.• ••• Laws 13\1."Jt be k 3tnt1 by· 
this yardstick. Doee the law viola.to the oon
scion.ce o! the co:nmunit;:r or cam its a~,r,iroval? 
U it viola.ton it, no police powar will over be 
sui'.fioiont. is long a.a the citizens bolieve t:w.t 
law ia W!.li"Ul.1 toolinh, n decree forced upon them, 
'-:.'-ien thoy w:tll 1rn:ta t';1e law and resist 1 t. But 
nhen they !'e-:.:il thri.t it CO!~n with conscience, 
then ;:mlice po11.:ir h;;co.::lla :.tl.:::10$ um10ceas ... i.r-.r ba
causo tbc law is en:Coreod fl"om W'i thin. The 
scattcrc;d Jowish communiticua maint"11ned law and 
order beoaisc t!io lt\W mis acceptod as cor.iinc to 
t:1om .from 'n.'ltu:r'C end :utm·c:• 5 Goe' • 

..,...,.._ ('lvl ''"""' t-•'1it·' on t",.,.; ., '"~ , ., t"' ~ h 4 r•t-- . .,, ... ..l..4-.a v .. ~ ~"""'"" ""~"""-·:. .;.,. J. ·I ...... ~ .,,. . -·"""~ v u .... ~··\~ 

.,,,.4-hr,,..i+"~ ;,n.., t«"trur' .f..'l-1c'"'"~ '"u"n.. ""o- (i) ·~"'""'"'--~ ~·lifo,..,,... "'"' ·~·~..I ._~.,, ... w ,~- ~-~· • 4f.te>Jt. ..- ~., ... ~ 

tir::io~ it ta,:oa -~::.e i"om of a-- 0 ;:"1r~"!.:::t,; to t.119 
authority of an 1:ai:ined and muc:.'1 !'roaly :.\do4l.i:.od 
anti(fcrl:t;:r-tha Joldon ,\i;C rJJ: M.Cicnt ::Kt._,o-rulers. 
,.,) '1om.ot1.,,-~ .. i"' +~-kc" +h,,, f ............ o'"' a··)"""'QJ.1'·11• •-
""" .,., '"' ',,.,,.....,, 1-' U ..A ~ .., .... - ·~"• ...... """ .i l."'v •o V\1' 

tho will of 'Jod ( t' ion-ohih, or t t ion-1) as t?xi 
hi.cheat nortn of la.v. Ci f ~~:i.ctiroos tho a~·:,poat is 
aide to tl::i.e \'Jay (tao) o! dot~v,m or nature, '+•hich 
in tha bvr of mi~:u:rc. (4) :.'.o:J.eti.::IDD1 eo~cially 
undnr tl-:a:i lol1€;, long ce:r::.:n"'ioo of t.~:i ·r.J.St u.."'11.f:ied 
mnpire, the a;rpeul ia mde to the a.u;t)Jnri ty c)f tim 
G<1non (phi•:s,-meani.ng t:10 i:'lvarit:i.blo, irr~::ilta.hlc 
1.::~w) of tflC ~k.icred ':oririturoG or Confuci.3.niSr'.'\ as 
the hiG!~st aut71orit:t on .:ill :-::.a.ttors of rJCru and 
:'lOl1tiO<ll justico. (!')) A.nd :Jo:cteti·::e!l the anpo!ll 
r:lnde -',;o r:caoon or r....::w or JnivcrGnJ. :tea.son or :ltttur.U 
~~w ~ti:'- Qr. t.:w;-1-.~J, :r t' .iem.-~i~ ns it is. intuitive
J.Y O\' 1 e.1t lJ1 t.1e ::n.r al conac1~e of i.&11 ••• •.all 
of tl~OC bua:::" :>ome l"'}SO~:t:'.l.'J.'1CC to tha ::istorical 
ap:poals in the 'iostem World to llat1n,a.l : -~~w or 
l1"i. t!l:!.'ill ri; ;ht. 
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centurioe bo1"oro c:~ tho philom;;bor ;;o T1 purltied the ooncept or 

t• ion-tao a.a ta~:tit by Lao-Tae und u.coapted by Con!'uoius. 

"lb Ti deolarod t.b.at the :a11 or God (711811-0hih.) ahould 
J IJ I 

all ntOWJl..1.l'OS1 the hial10at nona and lAw. tkt aid 'HOit ! haw tl» Will 

of Ood. I S::wU.l use it to ~auro and Julee t;!._ lAw, penaltioa, and 

governments of the ld.r~~a, priooea, and s;;rand o.t'i"icet's or all the stat.Ge 

in t.'le wcrld: and r shall uae it to :imasun> tho words and acts ot au 

tho people. Hhatewr is in acocrdanoo With tla Will of God ia rii;htJ 

whatovor is opposed to :i. t is wrong .• • •t 

Tha •~ point ia ::iadO in 1"0fert.moe to ClWJt. the Canon 

o! Contucianiar.:i. "lt wm.a rovered .ud re~;arded WI the hit~host authority 

in all rllttor ot moral.a, law, social relations and govamlll)ntal policY•••• 

it was r~q;li.r.;d ri;:;ading L"l all C!lineoo oclloola .... pri~ly becauae 

s,:..'lll or tho oooks inoludod in tho Canon in its broader uonso do contain 

a.one of the Ul:liVersal pn'1Ci;Wrn of juotica W::d.oh in the trords of 

Ariltotle, • iUl r~m, o;r natur'~ intui::.1011, fool to oo oomx>n ri(;llt- und 

Dr. Suauld. presents a i)robJ.el2 in at.t~ptii ~ to fW 10nw 

point of contact ootfton our a:>noopt or the nat1ural l• Liind ,:is preaerr 

~tal to all hwmn action, but based on ;;a:iw1 natui""O oonsioorod 

in itaelt rethtr than as coining ulti;:iato:.y i'rotu Ood as itu cruator. 

nr. i!aald..'il leavou Ii() doubt au:::ut the .• bSlera l.u::ilia.1' in 

mali.. 
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r;a.ture•a laws aro God's thoughts t.'i.111ld.nc thomealvea 
in orbit.a nnd ti.dos. .~s there w:·o ait,;rw or Ood's 
power atd nadom and b1Jaut.¥ 1n all na turo outside 
i:JOn1 ao ar~ these s:i..gDS in&cr:l.bod in tho bearta of 
all nai ••••• tbe verses ot God's revelations are in
ooriood in letters of l~:;ht in tbs st.arr¥ heavana, 
in the propliotio consciow.meos and in t:1e minds am 
hearts or t.1.o se wlx:. i"o.f'loct. ri{~'l tly on natu;ro \J'i th
in and mturo Without •••• According to the .;uranic 
toaa!linc religion is eoaent.ially a. oo~honsion 
at' tho ratural law and liV'i.ng in obodie1lCG to that 
law', for onl;r therob'.t shall i:aan ho tr..ul to him.Jell', 
and only by bcd1~ true to hitnselt aball he be true 
to his Ood am jUlt to tbo l'\;;lJt of llia creatUl"OS 
am r:19 oroation. ••••Division o£ huuani t,r into 
hootile crou.~ on tho OO.Ois o.i' oolor, cuuroo or 
crood 1a unt'lQtuml because 1t st.rikes at the roots 
o! oooent:ial hU!:'lilltl valuea and poisons alJ. nx>rali. 
and spi.-1t.ual11if .... ;,mt lfu.slitll> hollcvo that Islam 
has a rld.Bsion1 and th..i.t mission ocmsio ta in ovol'W 
co~ racial and national barricra1 dcmol.ishitl: 
class distinctions, olim:i.nation or uploitation 
and advancine towards univeroal UOOl"tty, un1 wrsal 
cr:1Wllitu1 univorGal justice. 'l'hetao .:a•e t.he oonstit
uent.o ot the natural law and tl'e valt»a that entire 
humanifu is destined to realiae. In % those 
univnrsal• uncbanq.eable prinoiplGS originate W'li 
~ Ood they lead 1;anldJ'li• 

I~1ng th& llrait4tions of: la.'16~.;o to virl:ct.oh • s'U

rorrod above, and tbs posnble rrd..ata~s 111 th1 intarpl~tation of other 

ments th~;hta, it st.ill. appeat""'S that in the abo .. e atat.aaoute by the 

v-orla.1s authors, we do !"W a substantial. ~·nt on the fundaramrt.al 

notions Qf tho m.tural lawt That it originates in God, aix1 is implanted 

in human mturoJ that it auporscdes all at.her t~'tllde laws, and ton.a 

both a foundation am a rule £or the juatiae ot thoea lawlJ that it 18 

unchanaeable a.s are nature and natun•e {iod. Corta.inl;r1 it t.hese 

pointo alone are 'val:W, wo haw a VQl.jii oasis £or the rooot;nition ot 

fundamnt,al human f'it::hta b'J nttlliona or t.;astom pa)ples who sharo our 

hopes .t'or justice am equ:Ltv, and the natural basis £or t.£·~sc hopes. 

- lO -
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Hore is a pa.ttorn for ~:oaoa ru¥.l order on a \i«)rld-wids basis. Here is 

a urdty" a.t tho hoill."t or r:anl:·.l'nd that otands in i'undarnntal opposition 

to a cur?'Qnli divisi·l'O V«:>rld philoeoplzy" that rooognioos noithor Ood1 nor 

the di{:nity alel unalienable rights or His nobloat earthly oroation. 

rr. 

fcabbi Freehc>.C' is no leas emphatic spaaldng :.·or the 

Jewish people. 

7he Div.Lm-Uutu.ral law neant. order and neant (.n.U.t~ 
To tho o:rt.ent that it meant order,. it meant oolt
oontrol through com1cionco. To tho extent t.."1at it 
meant widoeproad oulturo• it achieved a der.1:>cmtio 
control ovor tt-:e abil&e& or potV'W. '.i.'heae princ:iploa 

-11-
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apply to all local oyutorre in all till".'!o. 11: f.1£'!11 
belioVtit tlmt tho law is eaoentially natural. 11m 
Ciod....,,:iYOllf thm YO, th GVtlH a i:U.nirnum 0£ polico 
ri.:)llfor, oroer v.:Ul ro~ It men underata.00 tl1!t 
legal t'oundationu at thoir own r;ovcm";11mt• the;,.,. 
'11-e the intelligent citizenry against wt'd.ch no 
t;,;.rranqy can nrcvail. '1"h:i.s 1e the c:::~rionoe .'.lnd 
the Universal UltAning of ~lat~-DiVi.'le h"lW i.'1 
Jowish hiatOl'Y• It Tm..1 moiiall in aoo,a, but it 
appliea ubiqlie ct au ormbw • evoryw: •ere a.rt tor 
OVOr""/OOd;/ • 

natural law in tho Chinooo trudition. 

~ the will oi.' Ood, u.a tl10 crito1'"iou ot all r:ic:~tt and 11r011(;1 uaine 

it ftt,o r~aBU?'e antl Jud;,itl ti:~e larro, fl01lo'lliticn1 and C:O'.rortt:'.'1.:mtti of f.:E 

( . ') ) . A.i. • , 

W1d ro cl< may decay and porish• but the Canon (P:rl:$) will .a' "u: rs ror::nin 

as t.'le unchan~~ li.tle <md us ~ i.7:1;.?table lc.w for a. hurrl1.:'{rut ceooN-

tiona to co::». 11 

t • \9!!, ~ m tho eonso 0£ wuvor.3al truth or rnaoon or natut"al l•• 

''The natural law (t'ien lei) is W::.<it uv~1~"' L1lJn1 ::.. :inr~to md intuitive 
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Tha innate fOQJ.ing is iwtod in huxu1 natu.1."'e equally shared by all 

sentient bein?:a w10 live in Group....lite." 

ill• 1!ookim bo&;:itlD hia pu1:nr b't.r nesc.;.:tin: thu..t the 

ootural law i& "univorSlll ard objeoti-W"Ot rooted in tho nature ot tl:d..."lC8 

und in the 11.tl t1UJ..'-l .:;;;: h.Ul:.!Wliiit· •" :;c la -::.oi~ Q.O~Jorta th.:.t 11t1JO oocontitlla 

of ethics tlUSt 1.K.I t:.10 ~ tor all 1>.JCuuso they ar·o in!»:lro.~1t 1n tho 

corm:;on naturo oJ: a1l. ia::m. '11 

In s~J, ~•o :.:.'in.l in ea.ch of tl1;00 authors, oubs+..;.;i..'1tial. 

~greowrd:. on tho Uidversal.ity Qf Uic nat'Jl"al ~.-w, applyil:'lb to all rxm of 

all tiw1 a1nce all :Jharc the oo::e h~1 naturo. 

!II. 

·The final q:D::Jtion to '\ifbich wo r.ruat now :u:ldross ouroolwe 

is: how do -:1oci co:;~ to know this ilG.tural l.."'t\1 which 18 ost:lblisood h".f 

God in the naturo ot men. Jf !;hr:: '.!..al't i3 a.pplicablc to all 1)l(Jn1 it. 

s'.101..ild :Ji) known to thcr:'l sooehow 1 hy rcaoon of th~ir mm ::1Utur .. 1l l""t.j-

0,)ill"OCO ot knowledge. T:.;a.t t:..d.c is ·~X:l cuoe, \:o i.'ind :i.:1::il..~r uocui:aontod 

in the vartoua aut'.:..,:1ra. i",;.i:J ie tho t~1i..'"tt cuts-tand:Lu;; cl:.nrr~ctcrist.:ic 

o! tho llllt..a~ol 131!'1 tlS d.istincuiall.'.td i'l"Olil Ol.."1-::t\de la\i'::;• !'}1000 :!.U".::.tcll"" 

::nwt bo ::>ror.1Jlt~n.tod b<J their lrll<~l lo;;islators. >re::;. the Jivi.'10 Poeit1ve 

Law is promu:LJ:;at;Kl by t'OVolt.a.t.1on. f)Ut tho na~ural. lair/ oo:'l 00 lalmm by 

al.l roon posooaainc; human nla.0011. 

i.r. SundW."'OD is cl.Gar in his tea~. 11'l'he1"'0 ure 

millions o! Hindus today, and th.or."t'!t ?invo booo millions !x~roro tl»m, 

whose onl:r laiowledgG of law conoozmd naturol law. tt u ••• ;~J.l otl•r (human) 

laws •••• are C;.'C<:tt.od, ovclvo<l, '3ldil'i0d nnd altcri:;,d bz_~ ;:."tu '-latural lJwt 

is only disooilarod lrJ na.n." ':."his ::nowlcdr;o of 'kxP s !Xlt1•orn is giV1'n 

.. 



1'!..:l.!'o cC r:q J :5..:."'o1 I shall cwn ... tr:; t.o 
l:Cup rJU oou;,r j)U.l'!.:;, h:tl0Uir4! ·:.hat tl~ 
livlt~; tc.nich is up . .m t:.ill •W li.~'tl. 

I shall 1.:r•~r tl"'J to mop all un
trut:lG out frm11 r.v tho~hts, ltneming 
t.:1M-t t:11ou art t.hat tru't,"l w:1ich !ias 
kindled the l;4:ht a!' r'<lQOOU 1n my mtrxl. 

I o~ i.a ll nv1; :<" tr:: to dri vc .ill t:.'Vils 
awr~,. fl"!)!'!\ :v hc:i.rt •1ml keep rrc; love in 
.1."'J..011or1 knowirc that thou haot t1w aoot 
in tLo iro::iat. ~Jhl"iV<l of ·:t/ 111:,urt. 

'nd it t~haU ~1r.: rv endeavour to ra
voal thoe i!'l ::tr ilOtiona, lalO\'tlng it ia 
th~r ·,t".'"'" '"'' ,.-_·• .. '!'• " • ! ~"'-~-" ,...,..... «•·~·- ......-..-......+h +,.,. "'""" II i..v "'-'" ·· : ,,.-. V \Ju ~o.... \,.. .......... ..l.fta ~fl \lftr.J '-~ Y• 

T~-;lp,t_, t,ho law of rnturo, w.1ioh i~ :.:m.nii'.'usted in tho naturo oJ..' man, 

can 1:xi known naturally by our reason. 

!\.ll roouth.a ol' nen a,&ree in enjo;;,.-:11:i& the SMO 
rol:UI.ns, all oara f1'.~lo in oojoyi.'1(; the au.:D 
(::xucical &:lUrxlsJ all O:,'t)B ~"'ree in rooognizing tho 
f)J'.'J'l'K) oonu:~r. 1:: thn::'O nothirr, '11hioh '111 r:d.r1d:J 
agrt~''1 iri (.l.i"iin::d.rc to b·:: t!"UC? 11:JD.t .ia it tl:.cn 
tithioh all rnn<i::; roco;::ni~c to trun? !t in 1.oi 
( ;!•"i""'""""''''''! t-..,h 0"'~ 1'~'1.·•i "nri -1 (.,,.,.,.J..,,,n.,,."'"' ~l.~0"" .r11.•-..~i:..~~ J."U~ .. £. ... z.,.c,,.~1t' '·~~ - ,...., .. ..i.llP'-•~"' ......... ..,,..,..11;,J,"'ltl ~. 

ri,;.:;itooumwtm) .... trnivt.:11."'0al truth a.."Xl ri!;lt, m"O 
~>la to ma" ni:U'Ji, j~.ist us taoty tente tiJ.'t) 

ploo.:li:1g to our tantc. 
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fu.J.. mcr1 axe Qndm1~.ff.l '>r..!.t: i .~..a.eon .... nl ;,ilJcriQ•. z::c 
ur.m. sa:;;s tl1.1t tho lx:ot of diviuo ~to iu ttia

ll)u.a. and \UtHioot dl.Dt.:.i.Oc {~;:1· :"tll:der w~:iob wotu<! 
dispel <lisoord .;i;tl lea<l t,,) utorrlal h1u.·t:nny with 
God1 wi.th ;,,;ne1 a 0tm ;};:lturc .J.nd ">'r'J..t.h t.t:le naturo of 
tlu:li;;s. T;l;.1;;;u~;b ms<lo,.1 a:rl ;.rur1•tm:iar mar: .. J;t/U3 
::x>l"O a.n:l l'.l'lm'O ~ 'li»fddl 1$ not wi ond in itooli' 
1. \.)t -l mc<'.i.SOO:.~'" r~i.s O:..' on.:i."'iduOCJnt ot intGllcot.wl1 

ooral tlrtd spiritual lli'e••• • Tln i'Wlll&zKJnt<:ll prin
ciplan (of lr..w) .:...::.i:: root.1.: i:1 '1•~"-' :i.atti.co t1f :E.1an, 
:.;:.i.1d t~n ot ~:11'Jlfladi:o, not rid.sled by pru"IJonal or 
~~olloctivo o,~otJ.;;am, can 1::.L.":)CO':or :110:::1.. 

-
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filxi uuroolvas ill-c.Klui,,'1'ped to a.t'!:.;..Ln ':.!10 [:oal ¥te sook oocaUDO oi' tf'e 

iupoV...:riahtX.mt and j"t>r'J\:>rr.ion 0£ O"Jl" U~iC CO::CC;'tll undorlyirl{:; i'rt'!Gdt:>m, 

.Ul'll hurnn r~to, .alU lz.Tf1 UUC oroot"' in th.i:.l \lOrJ.c.l• 

~,;;Ad.r{; ;,11110ld To~'nbec' o tor:-rdti.olot;;r, a 1·cturn to ti.::i.e 

o.i' mti.tv" i..li.itwom: .. ;u:;t ,..11.:i. ,;ot.1t1 a un:i.tv· .C'ox·&~d in ooi::1n1:l1:1 ideals of 

p!)u.Qe and order t.:Jat O<.ll w..'"l.St ~t~IOCll .illl ;,;nu ·~1:'SJ r;;~cO{;ni~, l'OOJXtCt 

wd ci"l)ri.Sh th<lir tlll;:lml Jit;ni~· •.IU!.! r·.J., ~t~-.; .:.s oi.ild:.;m ot .:Jed. 
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