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Twenty years ago this month, I wrote a graduation talk to be delivered to
another graduating class in this falr city of Syracuse, It happened to be my own
graduating class,the class of 1934 from Most Holy Rosary High School. Frankly, I
do not have the slightest recollection of what I said on that occasion., I rather
imagine that twenty years from now none of yo\i will have any memory of what I say
today. And yet, it is important that something be said, not just anything, not
just the usual platitudes that are spoken at ten thousand commencements this month,
not just 5omethipg to fill in the gap between the conferring of degrees ard your
final departure from Le.Moyne.

Why not just say the usual things and be gene? Because I think you are too
important, the occasion is tce important, and the very pressurec of the times urge
us to think more deeply about oursclves, and the world and God. ‘

. The usual éradut\tion linc is well known to all of you: Commencement means
a beginning, today you are really beginning life, the world is bad today, things
look dark, but will be better temorrcow because you enter the world today with
starry eyes. If you will bear with me, I would like to reverse the lines, think
through them again with you, and perhaps end with thc thoughts that the world today
needs scmething more than starrycgyes.

First of all, your being here today is scmet;hing much more than just a be=
ginning, I deubt if .any of you would choose to go back to that first day of class,
here at Le Moyne, or in high school, or in grommar school and begin cgain. If we
must speak of something commencing., go back beyond the beginning of your school
days, beyohd your birth, be&ond the founding of the city of Syracuse, and there
you will find a real beginning that should not be forgotten today., The year was
1650, and the men, but for your college, could have been forgotten today. His name
was Father Simon Le ‘Moyne. When he came here, he walked a path untrod by ﬁhite man

before, Death walked beside him, lurked all around him, for the inhabitants of
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tha t day were ealled.Onondagans, not Syracusans. The Onondagans b'elc'mged to the
fiercest Indian Nationlin North Amcrica, the Iroquols, who had by that timo killed
most of Father Le Moyne's best friends, his fellow Jesuit missionaries., Though he
came on a mission of peace, walking here was like walking up to the burning stake,
under the brandished tom{ahawk. Some day a white man would have come here, for war,
for greed, or for peace. We can be proud to recall thrt the first who did come
here, came zoalous_:ly as a priest secking souls, couragecusly as a man seeking peace
for those who dwelt here in brutal savagry, abysmal ignorance and depraved humanity.
He walked, as I have said, as a man marching into the jaws of death. He did not
walk in fear for he sz;ids "He who has God with him reéts calmiy everywhere.," His
eycs brightened at the beauty of this place and he dreamed of the years shead when
the inner beauty of those who. 1ived here might match the natural beauty of these
hills and lakes, In a word, he came to bring God here, to enshrine Him in the
temple of these hills, to shelter Him in the peacc of this valley, to glorifyy Him
in the souls of the pecople who would live here, That was a long time ago, some
three hundred years, a good century and a quarter before this nation was born.

Of course, Le Moyne did not see his dream come true, even though he did
see it begin. What is important today is that he did have a éream, that he did
get it started, that he had faith that it would come true some day. We do not even
have a picture of the man, but more importantly, we can picture the kind of man he
was by what he did. _We share his faith today\ over‘ a span of three hundred years,
and you have linked your lives for four important years with his name, at a place
that is in every ‘sense a realization of his hopes, And if anyone should ever think
that the Jesuit Fathers have come lately to this place, I would recall (and I say
thig as a competito.r) that they are continuing the work begun here under super=-
human difficulties three hundred yecars égo by one of their confreres in the Society
of Jesus. And if anyone ghould imply that thcoy have picked a rather choice spot
for their work, I would recall that ﬁeLauzon,I the Governor of Canada three hundred
years ago, deeded then the whole present area of the city of Syracuse, and more:
thir ty square milgs of land directly east: of Onondaga Lake. Moreover, there is a
document in the Archives of S_t_. Mary's College at Montreal to substantiate the
claim, - P '

I do not mention these things for the intercst of the local real estate
agents, but rather to enforcé a point made earlier, that we are enjoying today the
fruits of a beginning made long ago, that we should be proud of a tradition old as
these hills are held, and that there is a pleasant reality today, simply because
a man ‘named Le Moyne dared to dream and to have faith in the future he would never

see, We may be glad today that his name at least is not forgotten, but will some=-
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how brighten the reg}ity ?f his_hopes‘for many years to come. Le Moyne is at last
ot home with his vdream; and his brephrgn in QSyxjacuse , in the green valley and on
the verdant hills hevloved. | ‘

bAt ihis pcint; I think we should bécome more specific about what goes on
at Le Moyne today, for you are the product of what goes on here, In a word, we
call it education. Like so many other words today, it is not énough to say it, for
like saying automobile, you may mean eithef Austin or Cadillac, Education is rath-
er old in the line §f human institutions. Strangely enough, not even the educat-
ors today can agree on what it is. Le Moyne College &s an institution is new, but
its type of educéﬁion is well known, like a tried amd ancient vintage that has im-
proved with age, Many educators today may not agree with the type of education
given here. They will have to admit, however, that the Jesuit Fathers know where
they stand, and have good reasons for doing what they are doing in the way of edu-
cation. Ll

The Catholic philosophy of education begins with the Catholic idea of man,
for after all, it is man whc is developed and perfected through education. If you
know what a man is, and what he is fer, ycu have taken a lcng step tcwards formu-
lating a true philosophy of education. I suppose that most of you, like myself,
can remember the simple and yet profound answers we learned on this subject at our
mother's knee. Man is a creature composed of body and soul, madé to the image and
likeness of God. And God crcated man to know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him
in this 1ife; and- to be happy with Him forever in Heaven, '

This is what we believe today, no longer as children, but as men and women
who have learnqd many less important things since. In a very true scnse, all else
that we have learned has any and all of its importance only in reference to these
simple truths about what we are and what we are living for. Our whole philosophy
of cducation begins with these simple truths and, in a sense, ends with them. And
if there are many other kinds of education today, it is because there are ecduc-
ators who do not belicve these basic truths: who think that man is just a body,
an animal with a highly developed nervous system, or who think that man lives
only for this life, for its material pleasures and riches, There are also educa-
tors who do not believe in God, or at least do not think He is important enough
to be reckoned with as a pa;t of education. These other philosophjes have fancy
names, They are popular in>colleges ten times as large as Le Moyne, Do they really

educate? Only if man does not have a soul, a God, an eternal destiny,
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Ve happcn,té think man docs havc4a soul, a God, an cternal destiny, No
other thought would have brou#ht Fathor Lo Moyﬁo 1nto’this savago country three
hundred ycars agoj no othor tﬁought would haﬁo brought the Jesuit Fathors back
here to found a collego during.tho past decada, /

What docs it mcan then to be cducated horo? I may oversimplify the mat-
ter by saying that the educational endeavor hero is to develop cxccllence in
thosc two paworé of tho human sovl that diffcrentiate man from an animal; his
intclligonee that is gearcd to know truth, and his will that is madc to choosc
freely what i1s good in lifos Perfcct the human mind and will, and you have a
good person, . »

This is no simplc task, If I might attampt to highlight its importaonce,
I would say that many cducators today simply avoid facing thc problem and substi-
tute training for cducation, Bducation, you sco, tcaches a person how to be
somconct a good human porson.' Truining, on tﬁo other hand, mercly tcaches one
how to do somcthingz.ns an cngincer, sciontist, doctor, lawycr, or busincss man,
I am not implying that it is not important to lcarn how to do somcthing uscful in
lifc, But it 18 possiblec to be traincd to do somothing withoﬁt being ecducated to
live intelligently ond purposcfully to do that somothing with wisdom end charac-
tor, Animals.can be trained; they caﬁnot in the truc scensc of the word be cduca-
ted, One of tho greatest problems in our day is the fact thot we have so many
highly trained individuals who are 1t really human, The world abounds today with
people who have been trained in all the intricate tcchniques of some highly spe-
cializcd human activity without having the basic liberal cducation noccs;ary to
know how and why and to what purposc thesc techniques are to be employed, if tho
world 1s to improve and they thomsclves arc to be happy in this world., The train-
cd uncducated person is like a child at the whecl of a powerful automobilc not
knowing if or when or why or where to go,” Witncss the dilamma of the technicians
who developed the destructive power of ctomic fission and now do not know whethcr
or not it was right to havo uscd it sinco it might well now be-uscd on us, Thay
2130 do not know whcther it should be used again or banned, We have developed

communicative techniques so that we con visit ony place in the world in o fow
hours, or talk to anyonc in the world right now. Yc£ we have not lcorned how to
visit with half a world andvall the telk is of war. Wo have made the physical
dctails of houscholding casior by our tochniquos, but to what profit, when so many
homecs cre disintcgrating_fo; the ldck~of oducation in thc simplc humenity and un-
derstanding and wisdom that make marriages successful, I wéuld submit that the
rcason for most of this is that wo hﬁve had too much ﬁraining at the cxpensc of
too 1little eduéation. If you will ponder these things, you will understend why

there are no apologics to be made for the basic liboral cducation that character-
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izes Le Moyne College, °

Not that ycu students who are graduating here today have not been taught to do
something. ' You haves. “But moro importantly, you have been taught tho more funda-
mental arts of human living. Whatover you dc will be enriched by the fact that
you have been educated to do everything intelligently, with a view to the wisdem
of God's total purpose for this world and forl ycue

The liberal arts educate the mind of man as nothing else can. Glance at
the really important problems that have vexed the mind of man since he first began
to think. Is there a God and what is He 1ike? Why am I here and where am I oing?
Is there‘ such a thing as truth and can I know it and be sure of 1t? Are there some
rcalities of life thaf arc ultimately mowe importmt than others? Are some things
important only for time mnd otlers for eternity? Why do men and women marry; and
why do we have cities, states, and nations? Is man for the state, or are the
states organized for man? What is ‘thq purpose of laws? What makes samething
right and something wrong? something true and something false? something beauti-
ful and something ugly? How do we reconcile liberty and authority, freedom under
law? How is man both métter and spirit, of time and of eternity, free and yet
bound to do things?

All the training and all tle technology in the world will not give you the
answer to any of .t.hese liberal questicns., Nor will multi-million vclt cyclotrons,
or infra-red spectrascopcs, cr electronic microscopes, or computers help ymu to an
answer, Why not? Because thege are questicns that can cnly be sclved by the mind
of man working on its cwn high philoscphical level, or cn a theological level, pon=-
dering God's own revelation cf scme of the answers. It is the work of a liberal
education te confrent a student with these all-important questions, to help him
sift through all of the conflicting sclutions that are found in the rich heritage
of Western Culture. Liberal education alone allows a ycung mind to view all of
these questions against the background of philosophy and theology, literature and
language, history and the soclal sclences, mathematics and the physical sciences

One of the educational catastrophies of our day is that it is possible for
a young mind to go through fgur years of a so=-called colleyge education without be-
ing, confronted with these basic human questions, without being exercised in finding
the really significant answers without which all technicological training amounts
to power without direction, activity without meaning, living without a quest for
bappiness and human perfection.

A liberal education for all of you has meant developing the power of your

mind to think, and how to think constructively and critically about the most sig~
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nigicant issues in A];ife, and to have answers that lead you to conviction and com-
mitment, Liberal education has also taught you how to communicate your convictions
and the reasons that convince you to hold them. I trust it has taught you to think
for yourselves and not to be a prey to every radio commentator or newspaper colum-
nist who would like to do your thinking for you. If you have really developed ex-
cellence in ywur mind, you know that there are realities in life that are so im-
portant that you will live for what is true and good, and, if need be, die for
these human values rather than live without £Mm.

No commitment lcss than this is worthy of the education that you have had.
A lif'e reflecting leaé than all that is, true and geod in God's plan for the world
and for'you is unworthy of all the human sacrifices that have been made to make
yeur education possible here, from Father Le Moyne's time to Father Schlaerth's.

So much for the past and present., Men like Father le Moyne have planted
the seed in hope.  Mon like Father Schlaerth and his companions have labored to
speed the fruition of these hopes. But &nu have reaped the harvest, and now it 1s
yours to give. Only the future can tellh the story of that giving.

. We cannot predict the exact dimensions of your giving, the precise results
of the education you have received. We might indicate the spirit of your giving,
Certainly, it shculd grow out of a sense of sccial responsibility, born out of
what you have learned here. We can also indicate scme of the areas that particu-

larly need ycur service tcdaye

The first of these areas that will probably face you soon is that of mar-
riage and family life., Long ago, St. Augustine epitomized the blessings of Chris=-
tian marriage under three headings: Conjugal fidelity, children, and the sacrament,
It will take the best of your powers of judgment and prayer to pick out a life
partner worthy of l‘ifelong love and fidelity. Promising these things is only the
beginning, There is a whole 1life to be lived, not the individu:;l, recciving life
you have lived thus far, but a life in which love is manifested by the giving of
yourself that another person may be made happier and holier by this giving. Such
a life of mutual lowe and fidelity becomes next to impossible for immature, ir-
responsible people who are not agreed on the grur;deur of God's plan for love and
marriasge. But your cducation has lcd you to maturity and responsibility.

The socond blessing of marriage is an outgrowth of the first, for children
are the incarnation of married love. Think of all the things ycu might accomplish
in the natural order of human endcavor and try to find a greater mastcrpiece than
that in which a man and a waman and God collaborate to bring into a being vanother

human person in Ged's image and likeness. If married life is in any sense eternal,
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it lasts forever in'the child which is the product of this love, ecternal as no
other human masterpiece is eternal, eternal in valune and eternal in promise.

The third blessin'g of Christian marriage is the sacrament which'binds man
and wife together in Christ, and makes every aspect of their life together a con-
tinual source of graces God's plan for Christian marriage is too ambitious for
human love alone, so God gives you a sacrameﬁtal lifelong pledge of grace to help
you just as a priest is helped through 1life by the sacrament of Holy Orders,

This, than,' is the beginning of ‘social responsibility for most of you, to
establish a Christian marriage with all of these blessings, but this is only the
beginning. You are ~go:lng to live in mapy other contosts that call for thc bust of
educated social responsibility. Take the parish for instance, Many pasters claim
that Catholic college graduates aré not providing the leadership that their educa-
tion would seem to promise. Responsibility here is a correlary of education: to
whom much has been given, much will be requircd. At least, that is how Our Lord
phrased 1it,

Then, there is your business or professionallife., Here yocu are faced with
the opportunity of Christian wisdom - and integrity. As we have indicated above,
you have not merely been educated to make a living, in a selfish individualistic
way, but to recognize that others may be bettered by your life and livelihood. A
great French Cardinal once spoke of the apostolate of one's presence. If you are
a person worthy of all you have learned here, your presencc will be felt cvery-
where you go, in everything you do. You may call it a sense of integrity: know=-
ing what God expects of you in life and having the courage of living by principle
rather than by expediency. You will also have a respect for competency in your
businéss or professional life, not trying to substitute for it the modern push
and pull technique for advancement. You will understand thatat the heart of every
business and profession are pecople, human beings like yourself who are worth more
than all of the dollars and cents in the world, pc;ople who nced understanding and
tolerance and help and inspiration. »

And lastly, lct us not forget the important every-day context of community
ond political life., There are many arcas that nced intelligent leadc;'sluip and de-
voted service in every comu.nity: continued improvement of education for cur
young people, betterment of the many facilities that serve the common geood, our
liospitals, orphanages, cult;ural activities, recreational activitics and the like.
This can entail the sacrifice of many otherwise frece evenings, a great deal of
thought and effort. Obviously,‘ you cannot do it all yourself, but yru ha.ve missed
the broader vision and thé sense of social responsibility if ycu do not consecrate

some of these works for the good of yrur community. If ycu do your part, others
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will fcllow, and you will scc;n find that the greatest happiness in life is in
helping othera,‘ as you yrursolves havo been helped thus fq.

In the area of political activity, always remember 'that the people are the
impertant factor in the.political structure of America. Freedom to vote and to en=
gage Hin poliﬁical activity for the common geood ceases to mean anyt}ﬂ.ng at all if
we do not keep politically informed and vote intelligently. Some of you should
take an active part :l.n politics. We have spent toc long merely decrying Communism
and corruption in political lifc. Nothing was evor accomplished by negatives,
0f course, we do ccndemn Communism and corruption, but bemoaning theme<from nce to
docmsday will not minimize them one whif. Ours is the opportunity to use the
blessings 61‘ freedom under God to build a country in which Communism will fall of
its own dead weight, and corruption will scurry under the rocks,

A1l of this is a bright program for the future., But each item requires
dedication; peorsonal aat;:rifiee, and an appreciation of the opporunity you are be-
ing handed today to serve God and ycur fellow man. I repeat once noré‘,‘ it will
call for the utmost in intelligence, integrity, and service. If your ‘education
has taken root in your life, ycu are prepared to meet what the future demands of
graduates today. _

Rather than end in the indefinite future, I would like to take cne last
lock to the past, to provide ycu with the inspiration needed to face the future,
Father Le Moyne's death at Cape Madcleine brought the following eulégy from the
great Indlan Chief, Caragentie, whe first met him cn. the shores of Onondaga Lake .

"Ondessonk,“ he exclaimed, "dost thcu bear me from the land of sculs to
which thou hast passed so quickly? It was thou who didst so often lay thy head
cn the seaffolds cf the Mohawks; thou who hast gone so bravely into their fires
to rescue sc many cf the French; thou who didst bear peace and tranquility where-
ver thou didst pass and hast made believers wherever thou didst dwell, We have
seen thee on cur council mats decide pcace and war; our oabins became too small
when thou didst enter, and our villages were too contracted when thou wast there,
so great was the crowd draﬁn by thy words., Thou hast so often taught us that the
life of misery is. fellowed by one of eternél bliss, now that thou enjoyest it what
reason have we for grief: But we deplcre thee, because in 1lrsing thee we have lost
rur father'zmd prctector. Nevertheless, we will be consoled, because thou contin-
ucst to be so in heaven, and because thcu hast found in that abode of bliss the in-
finite joy, of which theu hast so often spoken tc me." 4

This the commencement that all of us, graduates and guests alike, are
sceking, May le Moyme, ‘the man and the College, be a potent help tc all of you

along thé way.
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