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THY PRICS ABD PROMISE OF JUNIOR ACHI:VEM:NT

Youth is & time of fency and dreems. I oam not going to say thet
there is something vweong with thie. Magy older people go stale becsuses they
foraet the drosms of thelyr youth, In the world btodsy, we say that such psopin
leck vision, aud the porson without visden iz uslmeginntive, stogy, dull,
often without personsl schievement in 110,

One of pouth's gresteot dreams ig for o 1ife of sdvenbure. You
can gasily close your ayes and lmegine yourself boek dn the stone sge fighting
glont besrs and scber-toothed tlgers with » flint-tipped spesr. You con pleture
soursel! crosaing the Atlentic for the first tlme with Colupbus, discovering
the Rew World., Apd it doesn’t toke too much of o streteh of your imuginstion
to see yoursell croasing Che grest Weeters Plodse, ¢lsd in Luckskln szeterids =
plato pony, on the wey W0 » pragised land scross the Hocky Mountsins snd the
denert beyond.

The only trouble with this kind of dreeming is that you migaht



form the {mpression that sil the thrill of adveature wnd vecomplishmont wos
in deys gome by. The fuct is that theve hevs been fevw ages in the post, 80
fuil of opportunities «ud real sdventurs, 58 oW own Mid-twentioth century.
Todey we sre on the verge of o wew worldt o world of newly-fouwnd auclieas
enevgy, supersonic Lravel, carth sateilites, snd the swre proalise ol specy
tevvel W folloy.

But high sdventuce in ouwr day s not merely o eetier of selueutific
end technologicsl sdvatices. There is an oven more exeiting opportunity for
the full life in the realm of men sl fdess, and the fleld for yowe vision
wniay 16 the wbole wide world, s well w8 our own couniry vwhich toduy leods
nolf ¢ world., Teke the world ot lerge flret., Wwe e pov @mw woepee L.
hind of peces called cold wor. What L6 e cold war  wWell, besicsdly it e
o war of two idess thet struggle in vitel combot for the souls of men every-

Cme ides i cedlad totelitevianism, ov (omgunism in itls most
poisonous actual form. Compunists are visiopery in o brutally ssterislistic

gort of woy. There i no seeret sboul thelr busdc ldews. They don’t beileve



in Jod, in sy spicitusl values like truth, or bumen rights, morsality, or
freedom. For the Comsunist, men is only of the sarth, esrthy. When he dics,
he is deed like o dog and thet is thet. &o thay don't hsve mush fzith in man.
Be is manipulated like say animel for the good of the state, or the rageme,
or the party. Ho prayer, only force of srms. No God, bWt power. And no
rest for the Communist until he bus conguersd the earth, with no boids burred
in the ways and meons of conguest.

The other ides is vislonary, two. You might call it democrsey,
slthough you have to knov whet you mesn by the word. The Founding Fathers
of our ccuntry knew, whaen they seid that men wes ereated by Jod with certain
rights .... 1ife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness .... rights thet no
one ¢sn teke from him Lecause they come from Ocd. The democretic ideal soys
that the state exists for mun, not the other way eround. It believes toal men
does have a future hers and hereafter, thet he does pot live by bread aione,
that great values like truth, and liberty, and honor, snd virtue are not only
worth living for, but worth dying for.

The ccold war mesns that these conflicting idess are so much et
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odds today thet they cenmot live togethar in this world., It is going to
be an uneasy world until ome {des is real snd vitel for sll the world.

The world vill be free or slsve. We who live in the free nalf of the world
will never sleep easily while the other hulf is oppressed, ensloved, wnuble
to think or speak freely, unsble to get togetber to protect thalr humen
rights, unsble to worehip thelr God.

You may ke young, bub you are old enough 1o undoretond and appre~
cinte the feoot that your very freedoa in Amerion wodey curries with it the
ciligation to help keep our country free, and to face the duty of dolng vhat-
ever is demanded tomorrow tu help vthers gnln and enjoy their frecdom which
15 né sach God-given s ours. This grest sdventure is bound to toush your
1ife in o thousand ways. And even in your drec@s you have to know wvhere you
stond, snd what you stand for.

Did you know that & YyouRg men, NO older then yourselves, ployed
» decisive role in esteblishing this freedus thet we cherlsh in faserice todny.
Duriog the terrible Winter thet the Continental Army spent st Velley Forge,
Genersl Washington becane so discoursged «t the odds thot he sst in his tent
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and wrote a letter of resignstion. Before posting 1t, be took & walk sround
ihe encempment. Seeing » youryg reeruit from Boston writing = letter in o
corner, and ever fearful of spies, Wnshington ssked to see what the young
man Bod written., The letter was to the boy's mother. In it, he wvrote thet
these were tiying days, but the cesuse was Just, 2nd they bad g grest asnd in-
spired leader in Veshingtom, so in the Spring. they would masrch and they
would win, %ashington wes s¢ touched by the coursge and vision of the young
recrult that sshamed of his oun discowragesent, he retarned to bhis tent snd
turned his letter of resigmation.

The one great templetion todsy, =8 we live during the cold war,
is for security. dSecurity is the grest enemy of adventure snd of schieve-
ment, Jjunior or otherviss. Hovw seoure were the stome sge men, the crevw
aboard Columbus' Sante Mariz, the trail scouts of the Western prairies.
fow secure were the Founding Fsthers vhen they defiled the greutest politiosl
power of their times to proclaim the freedom of the eolonies  How secure
the frozem, ill-cisd, bsdly equipped, and hungry sray st Velley Forge  Bow



secure i the pilot of the nevest supersonic sireraft How secwrz will
the men Le who teke the firet rocket to the moon

Ko, heroes snd pioneers never look for security, but only for
the opportunity to take =z forward move Lravely, and to be right, oot Jjust
foolhardy, with thelr cowsnge. The dey we put the highest velue on security,
instesd of on right, wsud truth and opportunity to serve, that day we will
be » stegnent and o dying astion. This is the great blessing of youth for
s agaticn, that yowsz people rise to inspirstion, are Zenerous amd CoUrsgnoOus,
and bave snthusissh spough to give all they heve b » good cause. They
won't be soid out for a chesp and shoddy sense of security.

Younz peopls are ready to go down fighting, as meny of your
older brothers did in World Wer, II, rather theh tec have peace at sny price
#t the heands of Nusis and Pesgista, That is vhy American young people Like
sports, beczuse on the playing field everyone hes san egual chance t0 win,
The upset victory is the greatest, Leceuse someone woo when he waan't
supposed to. Competition sepurstes the mesn from the boys, and o geme is

von until the final gun.



Tvo young Sien went in to get a Job the other dey. One asked
what the compeny would do for him, bow high the pay, how sutcmstic the
sdvancement, bov long the vecation, how great the frings benefits. The
other young msn looked bis prospective employer in the eye and sald thet
he only wented & chance to shov what he could do for the ecmpony. You
knov which one wes hired. Une wented security. %he other vented s chance
to prove he hod something to giva.

It is you young people vho will mcke the world we live in to-
morrow. 1t may well not be o secure world, because evil will alweys bevo
its play. But it will be s good world if you keep your vision of what can
be schieved, snd have the courege, the inspiration, and enthusisem to give
your 211 for your vision. For sech of you it mey be something different
thet you slone ¢an bring to this worldd. Ofcme of you may go iato pelitics,
aod I hope you do, because we can never have good govermment without jood
people rumning it. USome cynic omce sold that the peopls with good idess
tske care of themselves srd the people with bad idecs toke ¢mve of evaryone

else. dome of you should carvy your good idess into publie service.
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Some of you may go into the professions, snd you we needed
here, too., We will slwsys need clergywen to bring God snd spiritusl walues
into tha lives of pecople, and to bring people closer to Ged; teschers ahd

ers who brisg = thirvet for truth o their profession of educating

and inspiring the young people of tomorrow; medical docturs o cure the
iils of the body, to conguer disesse, and w0 1if% wp the sick of mind and
body; lawyers to stend up for Justice end order vhen others would oppress

and distort, to frome good isws for the good of the vhols people, »nd to

uphold the rights of men when they have bean transgressed.

Meny of you will go into business. Romewber elvwnys that men
and wopen sre ot the beart of all economic endenvor, sl that money 18 &
mesns to the jood life, not so end io ftsell. fomcaber that musen minds

und honds sre more importent thewn sschines o e course of eowncmic

2

progress, Femember thol ell the good ldess bave not yet veen tbought,

ks

or sil the good businesses yet founded. Onw asy sbtill be = picbecr in
this worid, but inltistive, amd vislon, and courege, snd hard work are

stiil the price of belng » plonweer, sven in lhe sorid of buslness. ind
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when you have been sucesgsful, remesoer thet you did not do 1t sall by
yourself., Help the country thet gave you your golien opportunity by belng
civic minded, belp the schools that educated you, thet more young people
may bo educsted amd sducated betier, serve the good csuses in your com-
nity.

All I bave been saylog 1s sinply this: there are two kinds
of people in this world -« those wiw serve theawelves, aud those who serve
cthers. Those vwho serve thoemaelves end where they begin, vith themselves,
snd with theis oarrov, selfish, petty lives. Those whe serve others, no
matter whors, vhen, or how, somehow lose their lives to gain them, =i gein
a richer, heppier life, snd leuve bebind thes s richer, happler world., This
is the gireat schlevement, There s potnlug junlor svomt 1%, bul you lave
o begin it some day, 10 aoe how It works, o0 W see it grow. dhet I iike
sbout wad of you is that vhile young, you have alresdy bugun, ol your
present junior achlovessmt glves great hope and peomise to Aserics ood to

the world: & preoviev of the grest senlor schlevaamt that lles belore you.
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