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THE MODERN ALUMWUS

The alwmni are the butt of an inordinate mmber of acedemic
Jokes, and fare no better in the rather sparse literature that depicts
life in the groves of academe. Perhaps this caricaturish prototype of
the aluuus d1d really exist in some vague yesteryear - in the day of the
racoon coat, the hip fluck and the really rugged individualist. No doubt, |
ha still exists today as rare specimen, but this hordly justifies the cone
stant image that still persiste of the alumnus in our day.

What bothers me most is that the alumnus is mostly portrayed
es a stupid type, vhich is hardly & compliment to the mother institutions
that educated him or her. The alumnus 15 also portrayed most often @8 one
completely out of touch with those realities about which one might expect
hin to be moat enlighteded: be they intellectual concerms, cwrrent iscues,
the high aspirations of his alma mater, the values most to be cherished in
modern life. IHe is generally depicted as & wealthy individual with no cone
cept of the obligations of wealth, but more concerned with wealth's inherent
pover, which he is expected to wield for the wrong puwrposes, unless his

alma mater by gome shrewd chicanery tiicks him into doing some academie
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g00d almost vithout his lmowing what he {8 doing. Tor is all this merely
an Auorican phenomenon. It even gains greator credence in the portroyal
of life at Caxbridze in one of the popular novels of C. P. Saow.

Pergonally, I believe tiat it 1s high time to lay this myth
%o rest. Owr alumni are the fincst perconal projection of vhat owr unie
versitiecs are doing, and the most cogent reason for their important place
among the many other institutions im owr land. The modern aluanus io
anything vut a perpetusl sophomore. If he were not, we should close owr
doors .

If you agres with e, I trust you will not object if I address
you today regording some of the lurger iscues that should command your atten-
tion as intelligent and well-educated menbers of alumi federation of this
great University. We often boast that the frults of & good education cre
these: the critical mind, the diccerning spirit, the higher voluss, the
sense of conmitment, dedication end sexrvice. I cssume that thece are
lagitimate components of & nore adequate modern elarmus typae, closer to

the truth of the matter than the caricature mentioned carlier.
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What are the lorpger issues that should concern the modern
elumus? lhy I generalize by soying that thoy ere the scame iscues that
should concern any intelligent and responsivle momber of owr society. They
are lagues emeunble to solution by intelligence and responsible action,
iosues that certainly caunnot be solved by blind emotion, cutomatic ree
action, or inertia.

Anyone in this room could compile on extensive list of cuch
issues, and thds would be an enjoyable enterprise, especially if we could
4o 1% togather. However, there are other activities on the egenda for this
day, 0o I shall exercise my prorogotive as speaker to list thres concerns
that to me scem eminently worthy of brief discussion.

These are the tluree I have chosen: the quality of life in
Anerica todey, Civil Rights and equal opportunity, and, finclly, Amorice
and the world. Any one of these would merit & full length specch, but I
essuwre you that both from limitntions of time and ry own personal limitations,
I sholl only open & few.windovs,aok & few questions, and retire frum the

field leaving wple work for each of you, for thought and action.
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First, the quolity of life in America today. Is it good or
bad? Is it getting better or vorce? I begin wvith this issua becouse, as
Plato once said, 41f you wish to reform the vorld, you had best start with
yowrself. Iw are we doing? At times, I think badly. I recall om. bad
Sunday lost Juns vhen I was an route to the Comucncement et the University
of Rhode Island. First, the weather mma bad so that thie alrplans could
pot 1y beyond Hew York. I went to the 125th Street Station to take the
train. The Ctation vas littered. The olerk was swrly and suarled wvhen I
osked him & simple question. The coach was pre-~World Var I vintoge, 4%
peemed, and poecsidly without cleaning since thooe distont years. I hed
nmicsed dinner so I bought @ sandwich. It was overpriced and underemads
vith stals read and bad meat, very thinly sliced, The rest room wos a
swaxp., As I rode along, I wvas reading Cornell's Clinton Rossiter on the
Aims of America. He hnd somo doubts, &5 I recall, about our clority of
popose. All I could think vas: He would bave attained cmnty if o
wvare on this trip. We may be the most afiluent, the wmost powerful of all
nations, but vhat & way to run & railroad!

Vell, this doesn't really snsver the question, because wa

do not live on railroads, thank God, but what of the losrger issues. Vhat



kind of books do wost of owr people read? VWhat 48 the general level of
conversation? How mmwh tolercnce do we have for innne TV programc? What
is the general level of values: in business, in marriaze and fanily life,
iu recreation, in educetion, in politics, in mrofessional 1ife? Are we
really more interested in maliing money or achieving status at any cost

thon in realizing some meanlngful sense of Justivce, charity, understanding,
visdom or compassion in owr lives? I caanot answer these Questions, except
for mysell, and if Plato was right, that is the best place for tlhe initisd
answer. To go beyond end suswer on & national ccale 1p 8 Aifficuli, if not
impossible Quest, yet any intelligent and recpousible citizen or elwinus of
today must give 1t & try. For quality of life ultinntely depends upon the
quality of persons, and if persons genertlly lose & zest for excelloncs of
pexrformance in whatever thoy do, then & nation i1s in trouble, indced, 1f
Toynbea is right, a nation is on the way out. John Cardner put it
succinotly when he safd that il owr plumbers snd owr philosophers do not
chariah excellence, then neither owr plpes nor owr arpuments will hold

vataer.
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Mhybe we should begin by reclizing that quality for persons
is a gpiritual rather thon & xaterial equation. Cammmications may be
excallent, but vhet 1s being said really is the important icsue. Flne
tuildings are an achievement, but the recal achievenont 4s what goes on
in tham. Transportation hac reoched & zenith in speed, bubt vhere are we
Inorying end vhat 4o we do vhen we get there. If we need pep pills to
excite us, and tranquilizers to calm us, modern chendstry bhas made these
crutches poosible, yet there is still a potent chemictry of ;ladicated
service, true love, and the pescion for Justice that allow man or m&m
t¢ walk, run and almost fly without artificial crutches.

Yhen matter gots out boyond the spirdt, the externals of life
may glitter and Lxpress, but the glory may be only that of a momument to
inner medioarity, inanity or shan.

You ¢an read the signs for youwrself: never more worda with
lens meaning, never more power with less direction, never more pleasura
wvith less satiofaction, never more secking with less fiading, never more

wealth with less »ichness of opirit, meaning, or true security that spells
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peace and iuner confidence. If these are discernible trends, then only
educated, intelligent, end responsible people (enother word for elwuni)
¢an reverse the trends and ransom owr times and owr uatlon.

So much for quality of life today. I think 1t is an important
dscue that universities should qualify its elumni to confiont. MHow you
pasg the test personally is of ultimate impartance in ey assescuent of
vhat yowr university expects of you in confidence and hope.

Civil Rights is my second iscue. In & cense, it 1s oub-
sidiary to the first lssue ana introductory to the thlrd lssue of Mica
snd the world.” In owr response to this issue, we demonstrote to owrselves
and to the world that we do or do not belleve in the inner dignity of cach
huanan person as & ¢hild of God endowed with inallenable rights, worthy of
owr deppest respect. Hore 1s the test case that no one con avoid. /

In the present deep conflict that divides the world, one
might personally edopt o variety of stances. One may say that Communisn
is the greatest of evils, and then look for Commmists under every bush,
t0 extexminate them when suspected or found. But this avolds the true
issue vhich agnin 18 of a decper, cpiritual dimension. Wiy is Couxunlom

evil? lainly, I believe, because it denies God and degrodes man. If this
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1s 80, then we who oppose it on & worldwide front should have some clearly
definable notions about God, and about the nature and destiny of man as 6
child of God. Without such a spiritual conviction, there are no inaliene
@ble lman rights, no real human dignity, no imuortal destiny for man, and
ve are helpless, intellectually and spiritually, in the foce of a zealous and
militant philosophy that knows what it believes and practices what it preaches.

Vhat I am saying here is that the true crisis of owr day is
not vhat the Commnists are doing in Cuba or Ioos, but what we are doing
at hone. /ﬁo 4o 1little good canbating Commamienm on foreign and amtantA
fronts 1f we erode at home those principles of lman dignity and laman
rights that moot truly give us owr strongest ideological stance vis-o-vis
the Cammnist world mnace./ Ve are presently losing most of owr domestic
battles for mman rights in New Orleans, Birminghanm, and Montgomery. Those
vho worry so much about Cammmistic subversion at home might well glve
equal energy to the task of making democracy eame tirue here for all Aucricans.
The most dangerous subversion for America is that which denies in actice

here at home, the uwan dignity, liverty and opportunity that we profess in

our conflicts with Coammmnism abroad.
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Is there any positive, simple program that inswres our being
true to ourselves and to Auerica in this irportant isscus? I believe so,
and I also believe that 1t needs to be implemented everyvhere in Aumcrica,
oot just in the South. The program I sugzest for mature, intelligent, and
responsible alwmi 45 as siuple 6s the special genius of Amoricat equal
respect and equal opportunity for all. As we say in baseball, everyone
may not hit & hame un, but everyone gets a chance at bat.

Vhere would the problem of civil rights be if every American
wvere glven a respectful and equal opportunity to vote and to hold any’
political position, equal opportunity to be educated to the fullness of his
intelligence, motivation, and ability, equal opportunity to work and to be

advanced on the basis of talent, education, and performance, and, finally,

equal opportunity to live vhere his heart desires and his means pexmit. This

would nmot mean & complete end to hatred, to personal prejudice, to crude or
subtile inlnmanity. But 41f every alummus of every good university believed
and racticed this mrogram as a matter of deep perconal conviction, America

would be muich closer to the dream of owr Declaration of Independence, ouwr
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Constitution, and owr Bill of Righis. I insist that we should do this
because 1t is right, and any other action is both wrong and hypocritical.
I ad4d that a deepenc?ﬁ moral fiber at hame would greatly strengthen owr cause
abrood, vhich must seem both incouprchensible and ridiculous in view of
reocent headlines: freedom fighters backed by American erms in lLatin America,
Asla, and Africa, while Aumerican arms stand 1dly by watching American freedom
riders beaten bloodily by Americans in Alabaua.

This brin@a us rathor pointedly to my thdrd issue: Auerica
and the world. First, moy I venture the view that wvhile intamsentv and
responsible Anericans axre and should be interested in the world as never
before in owr hiotory, the icsue here is not that we ghould by some divine
right become saviors of all the world. Witness a few facts: owr performonce
bhas not been exactly stellar to date, excepting where money was Joined to
mature, clvilized and existing huuan talents, &3 in the Marshall Plan. Dut
the rest of the world is not Westernm Durope. In Letin Awerica, which I
have visited twice in the last nine months, I am appalled at the result of

owr bungling efforts. In Africa, which I have seen frou top to bottom, we
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have hardly begun, and at times I am aghast to think what will happen when
we really get started with the advance guard of ¢oca-cols, chewing gua and
gus. This may all sound very negative, but I do want to present a positive
thesis. The universities, under the perennial and enlightencd leadership of
yowr own very talented President, Dr. Grayson Kirk, are becoming increasingly
dnvolved in tha world, in a reflective, studious, educative, and often
impginative manner. Somehow thers must be a wedding between the univercities!
intelligence and the govermmental progréms ebroad. This, I take 11;,» con only
come to pass in large end most frultful mesesure when owr more intelligent,
nore educated, and more responsible alumni ere willing to sacrifice a fow years

of their lives to cowbat man's aucient enemies of ignorance, hmger, grinding
squalor and hopelessness which are the daily lot of millions of huunn beings
eround the world. The enswer to these problems 18 not moncy, &8 much &5 men.
Kot the mediocre, wnimaginative, axrogant and preposterous men who look wupon
themselves a3 the saviars of mankind by promoting soma kind of third-rate
American dream, but compassionate, dedicated, hard~working, nwmble men and

women vho can leamrn &8 well as teach, serve 68 well a8 preside. If alunni
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can fulfill such a role in owr day, they will truly enrich the world as
wvell as thamcelves.

Iere then are three problems, three among many that might
well attrect yowr reflective thought and dedicated action: the quality of
life in Aucrica, civil rights and cqual oppoctunity, America and the world.
To the extent that these and the other bwrulng ilssues of ow daoy command
thoe attention of the good hwman qualities you have learned here at Coluubia,

to that extent Columbla may measure its wride in you, its aluuni.
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