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TUE HO:ifil\N .ALUN1lUS 

'l'ha aluinni are the butt ot an inordillate number of academia 

jolr.e1, u4 f'OZ"e DO better in the rather sparse liternture tba.t depicts 

lite in the groves of academe. Perhaps this ca.ricatur1sb prototype ot 

' 
the alumnus 414 roalq exist in some vague yesteryear • in tbe dq ~ the 

racoon coat, 'tbe bip flask and the rea.J.:cy rugged. 1ndiv14ualiet. Bo doubt, 

be at111 exists today aa rare specimen, but this bo.rdJ.¥ Jwatitiee the con• 

at.ant 1lZl8p that still persists ot the alumnus in our day. 

Wbat 'botburs JDe most is that the alumnus 1s mostq portrayed 

as a stupid tJpe, Vbicb 1a bs.?'dl.y a compliment to the mother iDStitlltiona 

t.bat educated him or her. The alumnus 1• also port.nqed most otten as one 

completeJ.¥ out ot touch V1 th those real.1 ties about vhioh one aigbt expect 

b1JIL to be moat enl1gb.tel1edi be they inteUectwll. concerns, current issues, 

the high aspirations ot bis alma ma:ter, tbe values moot to be cber1slled 1n 

modern lite. He is gener~ depicted as a veal.thy 1nd1V1dual 'With no con-

oept of tbe obligations of weal.th, but more. concerned With vealth'a 1Jll:lerent 

powr' vbioh be 1• expected to Wield tor the wrons purposes, unless hia 

alma •ter b1" some abn'wd chicanery W.eks him into d.oina some GCademio 
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good alt.loot 'W1 tbout his lmawina 'Wba.t be 18 <'loin.a. Nor is all this ccre~ 

an Amarican pben:::imeoon. It even ~ns area.tor- credonco 1n tba port:ro.yQl 

ot l.Ue at Ce:;ibrldze in one ot the po:pu.].Al.- novols of c. P. ZOOW'. 

vero1t1oa are 4o1ng_, mad the moat cogent reason for tmir important pl.D.A:e 

amona tbe saan.1' other 1nat1 tutions ui Om" .lAnd.. ~ ~rn e.l:uunua 1a 

u you a.Qr .. with., I U"ust 1\')U ViU not objact it I ac'ldrooG 

10\l to&q ~ng aamit ot tbs lm'."ger issues that sbou14 cOZ!IJ'.l8.Dd. your atten• 

Uou aa intell.1gent and wll-educatod tleliibera. ot alurmi tcdera.tion ot this 

sreat Um:versity. We often boa.at that the fruits ot a good education a.t'8 

thooes tho critical mind, the 41oc:erning spirit, the h1sher vnluea, tba 

la&i. t.1mo:te componenta or a mm.-e ad.equate modarn ~ ty:pe1 closer to 

tbe truth ot the mttd than tbe caricature mnt1one4 earlier. 
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Wba1; an 1;.1)8 J..crcer 1BEJUOD tllrlt ehou.ld. concern the rnod.c:rn 

alumzmst 1·~ I geAll'al.ize by~ tbat tho)' are tho G£WJe 1nrmeo tlat 

ebou.14 ooncern U¥ intaW.gant and reaponsible ~ ot ow society. ~Y 

are 1atl\IC& Sl.llelio.ble to solution by inteW.aence tmd. responaible o.ction, 

laS'UM 1.iba.t certa.tnl1' co.unot be aolvod 'b;y blind. enot1on, cutomatic re-

~ in tbU roam coul4 coi:ipile an extenoive liat ~ ouch 

1aal»81 and. w.a wul4 'be an enjoyable enterpd.so, especial.11' it w could 

do 1\ toptba. liMrNz'1 there are other aot.1v1t1os on the~ tor tb1a 

&q, DO I shall exercise '111¥ proro~U w as opeflkDr to 11at three ConaenlS 

that to me aeem em1nen~ vort~ ~brief diecuosion. 

~se an too thr• l bavo coooenz the quolity ot lite in 

.Ame:rica toda\11 OivU. RlGhts and equal opportunity, ana., tinnl.ly, .Atlor:lca 

8114 the wrl4. Arq one ot these 1IOUl4 merit a :fUll length speocb, but I 

assure :fO\l that both from Um:1tnt1ona ot t1mca and '1113' CM1 personal. limitationa• 

I shall ~ op.ma tev .. v1ndow1 aok a ttJW quostions, and retire from t1w 
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Firat, tlle quo.llty o2 We 1n America today. Io 1t good or 

badt Is 1t {c;Otting better' or wrce'l I begiQ \11th tbio iosm bcoouse, na 

Plato one. oaid, it )'OU 'Wish to retoni the wrld, ;you bad best atart vith 

~self. llJv an w &>1ng'l At timao1 I think badly. I recall om bad 

~ lo.nt J'U:DO \l11en l we en route to the Coomoncem~nt at the University 

ot Rlx>4G Isle.nd. nrst, t.ba \100.tb'a' J.m.a bad so tbat tl:io ~ could 

not tq beyond NE1v lbrk. I wnt to tho l.25th Dtreet Stat.ion to ta.1\8 tha 

seemed, and :poo&ibq v.t. tl:J.out clenuing since those 41sto.nt years. I bed 

m.tsoed dinner so I 'boueht a .san<lwich. It -was overpriced and undor·made 

Vith Ota.lo bread and b£L4 meat, very thinly nlice<l. Tl~ reat room \10.G a 

~· As l rode a1oll3, I '\l"liW re~ng Carnoll' o Clinton I\ooai ter on too 

A1ma of America. De bad some dol.lbto, u I recall, about our clarity ot 

purpose. All I ooul4 tb1D1' was: l1e voul<l haw attained c~nty if bo 

wore Oil this trip. We aq be tbl moat ati"luent, the moat :powrt'Ul. ot a.ll 

mt.tom, but 'What & 'Wa1' i:o run a railroad! 

Well, tb1G 4oeBD't r~ ~ the question, becaueo w 

4o mt live on re.1.lroa481 t.bank Go<l, but vllat oZ the lsrgcr ianueo. tlbGt 
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oonwrsation? Bov mw::h tolero.nce dove have tor 1nnnc TV pro~? Wua.t 

1e the eµneJ.'"al level of 'Vtll.uea: in 'buo.iueon, 1n um.rr1o.~o tmd fami~ lite, 

1n reareat1on, 1n educe.t1on, in p:>lltics, 1n prof'essional lli'eT fU"O w 

tor~' and it Plato we right, that is the best. place for th@ 1r.dtio.l 

an&'Were !ro (fP 'be;vond and e.nsver on a llG.tioml. scale is a dti':£'1cult, it DOt 

im,poosible ~st, 19t ~ 1ntcl.li~\:nt fmll rocponsible citizen or abminus ot 

qwi.111:.y oz perso.ns, and it persona eonertl.ll;y lose a zeat i'or excellence ot 

GUDoinotJ¥ 'W'ben bl aa!.d that if ow.- plumbel"B and our philosophm .. a do not 

c~iah acellenoe, tbG neit.be:t' ou.r pipes nOJ:' ow:- ~~nte vill bol4 
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];)OS.Ce and 1mlar coni"idN.ulce. If' tbeao are d1ooornible trend.a, then only 

e<lucated1 intelll~t, and ronpJr.siblo people (another word tor al~mi) 

OAR re'Veltse 'the trend.a a.o4 r~ our tims and our" nation. ,/ 

So much tor qw.11 "Qr ot l1:t'c 1;od..V. I think i 't 1a an 1.m,lXJrtant 

i~cue tbo.t univeroities should qualify 1ta el.umni ti:> confront.. IL?v you 

;paaa the teat personally 1• ot ul.tima:te ~e 1n any- c.GseoGmnt ot 

'What fOW uni vm"Si v cu..~ta ot ~u in confidence and bo:pe. 

Ci v11 B1ghta 1a l1V second. iSGWl. In a GOllSO I it 1a Duh­

aid.ial";y to the first. 1SWe an4 1ntroductoi7 to the third i~a~ or ~ica 

and to tbe wrld. that 'We do or do :not bellew in tho 1nne.r d.i{inity of ca.ch 

hu1mn »er®n aa a cb114 of God endou.::d \11th ina.l.1ena.ble rights 1 ~ ot 

Out" kDJ?Cst rea~. I1cre ie the toot case that no one co.n avoid. / 

In the present cleep conflict that dividas the vorld, one 

m1&1R perso~ adopt a variet)" o£ ate.nee&. ~ ~ oa:y tllllt ~mn 

:ls the {9:0atcst ot evils, and. then look tor Cozwun:icta under evfl:cy 'b'Wlh, 

to ~te them vben susvected. or found. Dut this a.voi&l the true 

issue \lhich o.aiun 1a of a &toper, silU'it\Jal. d1f;)(Jl'JDion. w"ey is Con;;um1cm 

evil'l l·~, I 'beliew, because it denles Go4 Wld d.e~s man. It th1a 
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1s so, then ve \1ho oppose it on a wrld:w1.d.e :front should ba.w some cloarl;r 

ch1ld ot God. Vi tbcN.t S'UCb a apiri tual. conviction, there are .no 1oollen-

11111 tant pbilosopl\y that lma\111 \!bat it 'believos and pract1coa wbat 1 t preachco. 
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Is there~ pooitive, s1mple program that ~ea our beiDa 

Vue to ourselvea and to America in this 1mportant 1aGUlt1 I believe so, 

aDl1 I also beliwe tbat 1 t needs to be im,plemente4 ever.vwere ill America, 

not Just 111 the South. The program I ~at tar mature, intelligent, and 

rupons1ble abami S.a aa sim;ple as the special genius ot J\mericaa equal 

reapeci aD4 equal opportuDi ty tor all. Aa w sq in bnseball, ewr.vom 

~ DOt bit a home nm, but everyone gate a oho.nee at bat. 

Where W0\114 the problem ot 01 vil rights be U every J\merioan 

vere given a· reePJCtf\>.1 8114 equal opportun1 t7 to vote and to bo14 any · 

p:>l1t1col. p:>a1t1on, equo.1 opport\mity to 'be ed:ucate4 to the tullneos ot bia 

S.ntellipnce, mot1wit1on, and ability, equal opportuD1.ty to work and to be 

advanced on the be.ala ot talent, educnt1on, and perfOl"IDa.DCe1 and, ti~, 

equal opportunit7 to live Vbere bis bea:t-t 4eG1res a.na. h1a merms permit. ™• 

wul.4 not JDeaD a complete em to hatred, to personal. proJud.ice, to crude or 

8\lbtilA ··J.nhum.anity. M it eve-q al\11D1lU8 ot every Sood university bol.1ewd 

u4 p:act1ced th1a J'll"Osram aa a matter ot deep porsoml oonv1ct1on, America 

w\114 be auoh oloea to tbe dream ot our Dlolaration ot IrlrlepeDdence, ouro 
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Constitution, and our Dill oZ RicbtG. I 1nsio"t that w sb::>uld. do this 

because lt 1a right, and 8iJiY other 8.C'tion is both wrona and ~tical. 

l G44 tbat a deepened moral fiber at bcmle 'WOUld sreatq strenathen our cause , 
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£'DUI• Ibis 1J1lq all eo\md VOQ' nec;atiw, but I 4o lllmt to preoent a p:>a1t1ve 

tbes1a. 1'118 \IDJ. vero1 ties, under the perennial. an4 enl.1.ahtenecl looderahip ot 
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wll u tbamoelvea. 

ll4ra thiiln &l"e three problemG 1 three Gm01'l& ~ that mi&ht 

well attre.ct ;your rerleative thoU8ht and dedic'1-ted action: the quality ot 

l.Ue 1D ~ca, civil. rishta QlJil oqual opportumv, .A111n•1ca and the wru. 

~ the extent tla'b tboH an4 the other buni:1ng iBB\leS ot our ~ cammnnd 

tho attention ot the W>04 b'uman qualities~ have~ hero at Columbia, 

to 'that extcmt Col.11Dbia 'lllfq measul"e ita p:1.de 1D 10Uf 1ia alumm. 
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