) B T ™ R
{iddress siven by tue vogrend Theolorse fe
. Hasburitiy Celleley res dent of the nlvere
0“ Bity of hotre Dame, at tie Yorasl Upening
of the schoolycer, ‘acred Heart Church,
soLre Tane, Twedilsns, Dunday, Deslesber 01,
1952)

Followine a8 long and Truitful traditlion, we gather here in
“acred YHeart Clmrch thlg morning i.’mr’ the eightietn time amcg -the ‘i‘“m'zfch
wes bullt in 1372, to opun, officially and formally, the 110th scheolyear
ef the University. As ie the custom on these sclemn occasions, we are
offering topether a Yass 4o the Holy fpirit tf’;. _',',‘}ffii_,?ﬂ;?‘}af@% «t}.t‘!f{ thm

courage Jdenanded by the times, snd expected o sach one of us who have

dedicated ournelves %o Christisn sducation of young men,

In seeking for s theme thin year, 1 have been led to a,ply
to the University and its task today the eelebrated motlf of frnold Toynbee's

Ctudy of History. 48 you know, Toynbec uses as hls ysrlstlck to measure the

growth and decline o classical clvillizetlons the Ldeas o challenge and

res; ontee

Lvery rreat civilimation grew cut of a challenie. Ilusofar
&8 its response to the challense was vital, the particular civilizasien
rrew and prospered. To the extent that it Zolled to meet the ~ontinuing

challenre, ench clvilization in turn declined until todsy we find,only in
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the pazes of history and on the carved surfaces of sonuments, the jlories of

most claseical eultures now long since deceased,

dary hove sald that “esteru culture is dyl.gj certaluly, most
1‘»(&.11 admit thgt it has lost much of its vitality. Yet it is precisely as a
cart wc;s” this rich heritage that we do survive. ot only a remnant are we,
but @& remnant linked #ith the s;iritual tep roets Liat have acco nted for

wo8t of the vitality that has remained in ~estern culture.

Certainly 1t is fittiang this year to review our part in that
rich pattern, the challenpesthat have been answered and tiose thst must yet
be answered, L we sre to contribute our share to the survival of the larger

reality ol - estern culture, of which we are but a part,

The challenges that nave faced great civilizations were nore
mally dual in charscters physical challenges and spiritual challenres. for
exnnple, the great “gyptimn elvilization net the physical challenge of survivsl
by chanving broad mloonic swanp lends !nto the fertile valley o the Wile,

S3ut their leaders failed in the larger spirltusl cnmllenge of bringing socisl
justice to their people. 't was the work of slsves, not fres men, that bullt

the pyranids. Little did tiw rulers reslize that they were not only bullding



aagznificent tombs {cr themselves, but for their ci¥llization us well.

Ye have seen the ebb and flow o physical and spiritual
chgllenpes in Lhis cquntry as yen ‘as in tais Unlversity. The ploneers
com:-ueréd if.ho “eut, the railroads spanned the great contlaental pialns,
bridred the rivers, ansd crossed the fockies. Technology completed the task
s8¢ thet today we race the sun = cross the land and talk {ron coaste-to-cosst
as easlly as from room-to-room. Yes, the pnysical challenge of survival,

the additional challenges o spsce and time have been amet, but what o7 the

deeper challenges of the spirit?

Do Americans think better, reard better, write better tolay, “
Ao they have a better married and “anily life, are wars di7inishing and
prayers more fervent, and lives more righteous in the sight «f Ged? Or is N

Ged even granted slijyht?

Returning to the Unlversity for the moment, we lnow that our
nistory, in the light of the physlecal chellenyes o survival here, parslleled
that of our country. One huadred and ten y=zars age, Father Sorin arrived here
uwfter more than a week's arduous journey from nesrby Viacennes, Indiana., His
total assets were some bleak land, a dralty lop cablin, an ox-cart Tull of pouds,

.8
and (H00,00 in cash. “ore important, no doubt, even in aeeting the physical



challenvea, were the consecrated lives cf his compsnions, the vision of faith,

hope, and charity in his own stalwart heart,

He had more than his share of pestulence and plague, Iire and
draveht, disa pointments and deaths in thooe sarly yesrs. bBut he had a vital
resyonse 10 each challenge, he grew with America, and added to the surong

finer of this country's prowths

Today we celculate Lhe physical assets of liotre lame in
nillions of dollars, the buildings at more than filty, the manpower at Tifteen
mundred, ths poods in yard—lang sheets of green L.R.d. inventory reccrds,
Yes, the physical challenyes to ihe University, like those tc our country,
have been met with an adecuate and even an iampressive response. Fut like the
Ygyptlans of cold, we gannot survive by merely building monuments. The laste-
ing works of man are those of the aplrit. “ithout them, monuments are never +

hetter than tombs,

“hat are the challengees of the spirit that face our civiiizae
tion, our ccuntry, and our University today? Certalnly, a prise challenge is
the need Tor wisdom, nol merely the pragmatic prulence ef day-by-day decisions,

but the sre-0ld Christian wisdom that understands the whole of creation and
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Arawing out and developing ell the numan potentisnlities of our stuleabs.
tortalaly this re vires of us as educntors some clear concept of what is
~ood For man, for his body sad for his soul, feor ale aind and his will,

for only what s pood for man will perfect man and make hinm happye

it is the work of wisdem to recognige the true huaan perfece

ticns snd to order them rishtly, so thet we do not place the goods of the

tody sbuve these of the souly those of time against those of eternity, Tindom

gives us a pattern of crdered educatlion, because it cives us an ordered view

of 1the worl? and of mane

ns Witfh i)‘qﬁi and ile':f;f_ii.gw Lo Ced
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This Christian wisdom ghi¢§‘§yg;
is the antithesis of thm‘;;;; current forss of visdem, be they carthly in
their total intent, sensual in their feverlsh pursult, or devilish in their
tlind srides Dur prayer todey is for the grace to sacenf sbove these coune—
terfeit forag of wisdom that can only lead to disorder, unhappiness, and
frustiration, because they besin with a false notlon of man and then attenpt
to remare man according to thet caricature. tay our prayer [ r =misdom in

the dass today be aceompsnied by prayerful meditstion on (t. Janes' words,

which reflect so well the Fact that brue wisdon in perfecting the aind of
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man lesds to charity, peace, and order which cheracterise the perfection of

mente will,
“t, Jomes states Lt thus:

"Toes any of you lay claim te wisdom or learning? Then
let him give proef of his cquality by setting a good example, living
peaceably as & wige man should. 4s long as you Tind bitter jealousy
and thoughts of rivalry in your hesrts, let us have none of this
boasting that perverts the truthg such wisdom az yours does not coue
rom above, Lt belongs to earth and to neture, and ig £it only for
devils, ‘here there is jealousy, whore there Ls rivalry, there you
will “ind disorder and every kind of delect, lereas the wisdom
which does come from above s marked chiefly indeed by 1ts purity,
but slero by ite peacefulnesaey 1t Lls courteous and ready to be cone
vinced, always teking the better party it carries merey vith it, snd
g harvest of all that is goody it i uncensorious, snd without :ffecm
trtion, Teace la the seed-ground of hollness, and these who nake

peace will win its harvest."

This Christlan wisdom for which we pray today shwuld be the
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‘hallmary: of eur nrofession. ‘ur total educstive procesr cannct lead those

ot O

whom we educate to wisdom unless we begln by seeking to be wise ourselves,
and to rrow continually in wisdom. “e caianot have too much wisdom, any more
than we csn have too smuch life or hollness. Hor Ls »igdom ever misused. &
nan may put artistic skill or sclentific knowledge to evil use, but no man

g truly wise unless he acts nisely.

it may occur to you that this emphasis on wisdon depreclates
the many olher kinde of artistie, technical, and prolessional kaowledpe that
our finiversity impartse Yebl this is ne more tree than te say that s recogmie

forns of being.

£11 other forms of knorvledge cen be ordered and hierarchically
arrsnsed under the highest knowledge oalled wiadem, 'n {act, #ithout wisdom,
and considered only in thesselves, all other ferms of inowledge ant science
run the risk of beiny distorted, sinply because, without wisdom they are une
related to everything elme that ls and, especlelly, becsuse without wisdom

they sre unrelated to God, vho supremely I'.

Jow important then thet ne gatter whet our branch of lesraing
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xe seek Tirst and foremost o be wise. The trajedy teday is that sc many

e ucata*s are lgamd wzthout bemg M.ﬁe - or even goaé.

In prasylng for the divine »ift of wisdom, we are ssiting
for the fullness of truth, for while individual branches ol learning may
tend to Jdisintegrste, the totality of knowledpe, wisdos, unites all that

is true, each ia iis proper proportion and perspective.

“hile the inmparting of universal knowledpe io the npecific

perlaction ::" our stu*‘ents. Fnowiedge dces not exist in g vacuim,. hile
iaolsted and unmlat.et' srnowiedge of ssecliflic facts may reszin sterile, m*m
lf’a’:!s a man o Tace the hwrly-burly tash ol dsily living with the pescelul
and célzx assurance of wiere w 1s volng, aud bow toe ultimate gogis o living
may be attained, This is wiy re do not cald.s asn. wise merely beceuse he is

learrmd iu uh’ or tzmt mld. 'i’< know wisely, Ls to kaow all that ig kncwn
in ro;:ﬂr order and pers;:a«:ctive. Te be educated in this sisdom is %o knom
how and why to love Gods Ve who precune to educate youny men could not aspire
to less than this sort of wisdom oureelves. 4And whe L8 bhetter prepered te

e cate olhers than he who himsell poscesses the riches o ‘hristiaen visdome

The wncle wide world is his to impart, z2ad God Iz at the very heart of this



world, to bhe hooun and loved.

T as sure that it 4is obvicuz to sll of yeu how this spiritual
~hallenge Tor Christian wisdom in our day aflfects the prowth and fruitful
development o’ lctre Uame. The viital response te thls challenge can only
cone from a=ll ef our faculby and aduinlstration. Lo one is unimportant in

his quest for simdom, end in our commitment to impurt wisdom to the
tnousands of Notre 'swe students. Tor these young men =111 scon face in
their own lives not only the phyelcesl challenpe of achieving economlic
security reor themselves and thelir fmmilles, but the desper and aore

r

siznificrnt scliritual challeage of iiviag wilmly Lo » world given over to %

many “orns of foolishiess,

May the Holy “uirit of God 111 all of us with wisdom today
and through vhe year, and may the sotre Tame, Lhe bother of lod and Lhe

seat of wisdom, be ovur beacon aleong Lhe wey.
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