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"God's gift it is 1 if' speech answers to thought of 
mine, and thought of mine to the message I am entrusted 
with. Who else can shew wise men the true path, check 
them when they stray? We are in his hands, we and every 
word of ours; our prudence in act, our skill in crafts
manship. Sure knowledge he has :imparted to me of all that 
is; how the world is ordered1 what influence have the el
ements ••••••••• all the mysteries and all the surprises 
of nature were made known to me; wisdom herself taught 
me, that is the designer of them all. 

"Mind-enlightening is the influence that dwells in 
her; set high apart; one in its source, yet manifold in 
its or-eration; subtle, yet easily understood. An in
fluence quick in movement, unassailable, persuasive, 
gentle, right-thinking, keen-edged, irresistible, benef
icent, kindly, proof against all error and all solicitude. 
Nothing is beyond its power, nothing hidden from its view, 
and such capacity has it that it can pervade the minds of 
all living men; so pure and subtle an essence is thought. 
Nothing so agile that it can match wisdom for agility; 
nothing can t:enetrate this way and that, etherial as she. 
Steam that ascends from the fervour of divine activity, 
pure effluence of his glory who is God all-powerful, she 
feels no passing taint; she, the glow that radiates from 
eternal light, she, the untarnished mirror of God's 
majesty, she, the faithful echo of his goodness, Alone, 
with none to aid her, she is all-powerful; herself ever 
unchanged, she makes all things new; age after age she 
finds her way into holy men's hearts, turning them into 
friends and spokesmen of God. Her familiars it is, 
none other, that God loves~ Brightness is hers beyond 
the brightness of the sun, and all the starry host; 
match her with light itself, and she outvies it; light 
must still alternate with darkness but where is the 
conspiracy can pull do-wn wisdom from her throne? 11 

(Wisdom-7:15-30) 

We begin the schoolyear today, as a faculty and student body, in prayer. I 
have mentioned at the opening Mass in other years that we offer this Mass to God, 
the Roly Spirit, that we might, as a faculty and student body, be granted two great 
graces: Wisdom to see the road ahead this year in light of the needs of time and 
eternity; and, secondly, the courage to do all that each of us must do to make our 
personal contribution to the living, growing reality of Notre Dame. 

Others might well be here in our place today. There are other men, more 
intelligent, more courageous than we are, more zealous men, holier men. But, by the 
grace of God, we are what we are. And, in the Providence of God, vJe are Notre Dame 
this year. So being what we are, no more and no less, we pray for light to ree and 
strength to do. To see what and to do what? 
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I fear at times that all of us are too close to what is ha:_:>pening here to 
grasp the real vision of i:-hat we are trying to dosi even to appreciate what we are 
p:'.'a;dn;;; f'o::: today. 'Je are not alone in thisa Hundreds of universities are begin
n~_ng a new schoolyear this month., :Many of them are larger than Notre Dame 9 some of 
t:1em are olc1.el"• But the only significant question today is: How many of them are 
better than Notre Dame as universities. Excellence as such has no direct relation 
to size or age., A small diamond is better than a huge rhinestone, and a youthi':.'.l 
saint is better than an aged sinner, Gxcellence in the case of universities;;, h:Jw ... , 
ever, does have a direct relation to what universities are supposed to do and how 
ti1ey are performing their proper function. It is highly significant to ask i'l this 
context: How do we compare? 

Comparisons are said to be odiousQ I suspect that this dict1_1rn. was coined 
by those who compared poorly with the best of their kind~ The compariso:1 in this 
prescmt instance is particularly complicated by the general confusion regarding the 
PUFP.'.?~-~ of university education: tho only valid standard by -which tL."'liversity ex.
celle r.c;e may be judged,, Before '·J8 compare ourselves with any others, we should at. 
least be clear oursel7es as to ,,.hat we are aspirj_ng to do / a.nd the adecr1acy of our 
means. So:neone might say at this juncture~ ls it r.ot slightly ridicu) ois;;: after 
112 ;;rears of operc.tion, to ask what are we trying to do? If you think it l'idici.ilous 
try to ansr-Jer the question yourself, in a way that will do justice to the history 
and the tradition of the highest Catholic learningo-

!Te have grovm greatly in the p:i.st 112 years., We have our ovm por.:er plant, 
fire sta~,ion.~ laundry.9 hotel, and will shortly have our own shopping center and 
television station. Ho:,-ever related these are to the general ope:c2tion here_~ it 
v;ould be ridiculous ·i:,o see in them,11 or even in ou:r magnificent academic buildings~ 
an indication of excellence in our primary objective as a great Catho~Lic universityo 

-~ In any consiciera.tion of physical plant; we compare favorably r,:ri th many of the best 
universitiesj but ultimately the physical comparison is fruitless and s'Jmewhat un
relateu to excellence as a universityo The inner burning question is still pressing 
for an answerri What are we primarily trying to cio and how are we doing it? 

The question m:Lght be rephrased and asked in more familiar form: Hhy havP 
a great Catholic university? or any Catholic university at all? The only legitimate 
an.s:;er would have to dernorwtrate that a Catholic i.:~ivGrsity has a funet.ion,? as uni·" 
versity and precisely as Catholic,; fulfilled by no other,, This function would have 
to meet a real and vital need in the world today_,1 a need ·oeing me·!:, by no othe:-i." agent 
Al1 other unj_versi ties would suffer by comparison to such a p:r.·o-..ridential insti tu-tic·~ 
This inst.i tution would be proud of its place in the world, would fulfill its missior
wi th enthusiastic zeal and unrelenting effort. 

TJe are praying th:~s morning in the Mass for the wisdom and the courage to 
be such an institution.,, to be not just what we are today and have been, ho1:ever gooc~. 

that is, but to be ~;hat; by the Grace of God and the demand of the times, and the 
· • richness of our heritage, Notre Dame could and should be.J 

Universities_, like all other human i_r1stitutio:'ls ~ came into being because 
men sa:-r in them an answe:::' to a cr~rin;; human need,, Of cours9, these needs vary son9·
what from age to age", This resuJ:C.s in a va:ried emphasis on the p:i.rt of the univer"" 
sity0 This much though.., I think: should be st2.ted as a m2:':.i.:.er of stable principle 
regarding uDiversity objectives_., irrespe1Jtiva of the actusl cultural .• politica1.9 
re1igious.., or economic climate of e.ny age: The universi"-:T i.:; by i-Ls essential 
nature cormnitted to the mis:::iion of learning and tea1..:hing,, '11'1e tmiversity is born 
~hen human minds are at wo!'k together for intollect.'J_al i·r'."'1_,·-;ses;., The U".1.iversity 
prospers when men are wilJ:l.ng to stand firmly for ths val:.h? of things ir..teE.e~~i;ua1 9 
to rievote themselves whoJ..eheartedly to study and learning and teaching th:et. the 
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human :tnt~1;1.ect may 11becone richer o.ncl. stronger, broader in e.ppreciation rnd ~ym
~1e.thy, more firm :tn jud:_;e::'.1.ent, more sure in action ••• to ge.in e.t last some measure 
of wisc'!o:n, some vision of truth, so:ne understanc.ing of the Hill of God." 

It '.ras si.~ch a vision a.nd such an intellectual hurnan need that first drew 
r10n tor:ett.er in an associc.tion thc.t bec2.me a universj_ty at P:::i.ris;2ologna, Louvain, 
Cho:ctres, O:c::'orci., :md C2mbridge. It mic;ht be noted t'1at all these uere Catholic 
LL""li vs::.·si ties too, sL1ce all their lee.rning '<I?.s ordej:ed tmc1er t~rn egis of theology, 

' the l1i:}10st w:"Lsc1orn0 Tbey uere not callec1. Ce.t~1olic tl:en, e.s there 'TO.S nothi!12~ else 
co;,nr.rahle tl1at uovld necessicate this 0ue.li:::'ication., They e.re not Cr.tholic tor1ay 
beci<Use much he.~:; happened since, relir::;iously, culturally, politic2.lly, e.nd economi
cally, co further coHjJlicate \~his essential intellectual tas:\: of t'.1e ·university. 
There is nothing 11e co.n do to chance 1hat ;1os trans;iirec. since the founding of the 
fir::~t universities. But ue can [:ncl must trJr to tmderstand t:1is historical be.ck
ground in its dynomism and zeneral ::lirection, because it '.1e.s fa:ohioned the uorld 

l 
~. 

we 1 i_ve in tocby 0 Our particular tr..sk as o. modern Cntholic university is certainly 
more comi'.)J.ice.ted thrm in rc1ediaeval times. Yet, our work today is more challenging, 
a:1d cert~'.:Lnly :101·e vitally needed because of the climate in which ue do live. 

How nummarize what has ha:::i:1ened? The Yery listing of the histo1·ical 
fi::;ures "brings to mind the strong currents of new theologies and new 11hilosophies 
that made the ordered flow of l:nowlocJ,~'.e a swirling, churning vortex of conflicting 
assertions and denials~ Luther E'cnd Calvin, Francis Dacon, Desce.rtes ,and Ii.ousseau, 
HobLes, Locke, and Voltaire, Hume, Kant, and Hegel, Daruin, James, and Deuey. This 
is :Ja1·t of the genealogy. 

It is ec:;ually difficult to S'JDIDlD.rize the kaleidorcopic nightmare or isms 
that have ebbed and flmred through these past four centuries; rationalism, skepti
cism, agnosticism and at~1eism; volUT'.to.rislil, pragmatism, dialectic materialism, and 
exister..tialis1-;i; positivism, scientism, mechanism, and relc,tivism.. However good the 
inte!"ltions, however valid the critical spirit, however sincere the authors 1 one can
not Yiew the actua.l results the world TJe have inherited today, without shuddering 
at the fornidable task of putting all the pieces back into order again. Nothing 
has escaped this intellectual disorder - neither man iJ.1 his spirit, his mind and his 
will, not society, government, history, or ln;,1 not the ;,mrld its elf, nor God who 
made it. All are denied, denatured, despiritualized. And as a somber closing note, 
we find a growing distruct of intellectuals and thinp;s intellectual by those who 
should ordinarily look to great minds for leadership. 

One ray of light, one road of hope remains. JV:inds have created this disor
der and minds alone can begin to remake the order that has larzely been lost. It was 
for this purpose that God Gave us our minds - that there might be order 8.nd ordered 
growth in man e.nd in his world., It was for this pw.•pose that the mediaeval u.11iver
sities we:ce founded - to further the acquisition of those intellectual virtues or 
U."'1dersto.nding, wisdom, sc:i.ence, prudence, and art. It wo.s through such discipline 
of the mind thct the first universities hoped to influence persons c,nd society, to 
quench the thirst for truth in t!1e !:1inds of Tien, to enable the intelligence of man to 
order end dispose human acts in the liL·;ht of truth in e.11 its fullness. This was a 
high calline;· at that time. I·~ is an even higlcer callir::g today, given the need of our 
times for uhat 1,;e alone as a Catholic University can offer; adequacy of knowledge, 

--.~ t:ruth in all its fullness, humrn and divine. 

A P:::·otestont ec.ucPtor had to remind us recently that ours is the ric~iest 
and most constrnt intellectual trad::..tion in the He.1te:m Horld,, l·!bat does this tl·a-· 

, di"'.;ion scy? It sc.ys thgt there is a God, Father, Son and Holy Sp:!.~:-it.4 That Ee rmde 
al:. ths.t is, e.nd man particule.rly after His image and likeness: with spirit"J.ol en
dow:;1'2r"ts o!' intelligence 2nd free will, and an eternal des tiny of perfect he.p;Jiness 

( more ) 

.. 



Hesburgh.o• page 4 

with God. It sci.ys ti1at :m.an is fallen, but not totally corrupted, that Adam's fall 
was a kind of felicitous error since the Son of God became man in tha person of 
Jt-iav..s Cb:i st0 That Christ l:i.ved and died to redeem us.~ and founded an- age.~ong 
mystical body to continue His work of incarnation and redemption, to teach~ govern, 
anJ. oanctify all men in Christ3 That lnen are persons,, free and equal as sons of 
Cod and brothers of Christ, endowed v:d. th dignity and called to greatnessQ This 
tradtion prizes the power of man1 s mind in all of i.ts search for truth and t1:1e ex .... 
pression of truth through science." art, philosophy ... and:i most highly" t!trcugh 
theology,, ·wherein man is given a direct assist in his quest for truth through. God's 
own r·9velation~ This tradition prizes the freedom of man_, not as abs0J.1Jte <I b·llt 
as a po•.rer to choose what is 1.Jest.9 even the divj_~e" This tradition cherishes a:id 
promotes the inviolability of man:s rights as a person.? seeks justice and ci1.arity,, 
la-v; and order, truth .. 1 the good and the beaut,i:ful.. The century~long trad:i.tfo~ of 
Christian wisdom seeks all of these things in order and symmetry.~ in peac8 and 
understanding., and wo11ld have them produce a profound and rich Christian culture 
tod&~', even as in the ld tter dark ages it d:isciplined Tninds and souls and drew men 
from barbarism iJ.!.t7.) a :~~orld of natural and sui:er.riatural rea~.ityo This t.:-aditio:i.1 is 
the san:e one tha.t created legal institutio~s Fhen th'3 WesLe:rn lt-Jorld w~s tn transi= 
tion from barbarism to civilization; this tz·aci.ition fostered the arts.1 rrese:cved 
the documents, founded the schools and m'tl.versities and taught men t!"la.t they could 
know, love~ and serve God 1-1hile transfiguring the natural world by tb.e intelligence." 
and freedcm, and creativity that are in man's nature because he is made in God's 

~ image .. 

If i"ie have been at times un.'Tlindful of this tradition, how could we have for ... 
gotten the great persons who made it live and grow in their dayo Athanasius., Leo!! 
Augustinec1 .Ai"ll.br.ose;i Gregory, Bede,, Bernard~ Albert, Aquir.as,, B:maventure, all in.., 
tel1ectue.l gian+,s.? and holy men? too~l for as 51.abanus Maurus saidj no one can per
fectly achieve wisdom unJe ss he loves Godo Thsn there were the great creative 
genili_ses in literature and the arts •m Dante~ Chaucer., Fra Angelico_,,, .l{i.chaela.ngelo-1 
I:a. Vinci,. Thomas More.? Palestrina;) Pascal; scienee has had its shc:.re and rnore -
Copernicus.i Ga1ileo.)I Linacre;i Lavoisier» Pasteur, Mendel3 even our m-m N::..euwland0 

How, one might ask, could the intellectual c.l:L.'llate of the Western World 
have become so clu-:ided. if such :J_s the strong tradi ticn and su-:h th8 valiant. ms~1\) 
Pe.-rhaps the answer to this q;p.estion may hurtJ but it should ':Je faced.. 'I'he tl'a.dJ.-

.,_ t:i.on of Christian wisdom was more vital centw:•ies ago ths.n it is today. The great 
CathQlic scholars were more plentiful in the past than they are in the present~ 
1:Jhy? I fear that the dynamic and creative forces behind the Plovement -viere dissi
pated by the turn of events and became less vi talo Christian philosophy spent 
itself in dialectics and sterile distinctions, ciid not keep pace 1:it:1. an awaken
ing scientific curiosity and methodo Catholic theology repeated itself into 
formalistic patterns tl-.at were more mindful of tl1e enemy without than the eternal 
spring of neH Christian life and 1,Jisdom ui..thin~ Ue defended the walls,. but we 
ceased to build the city, and we looked too seldom to the new problems beyond the 
walls in the new secularistic city of mal"lo 

All this may be explained away by saying that at least we still live and 
still do have schools c.nd universities - but again comes tho agonizing inquiry: 
Are we really doing all we might do to redeem and re ... order and revivify the ~-rorld 
in -c:hich 1 18 live today? 

I grant that it is easy to condemn the past,. Oar ovm. American pa.st gives 
us much to be thankful for" Notre Dame's own history i.s a -i;.h:dlling ar::count of 
sa:~r l.+.'ice :- devotion, and shee!' p:i.oneer·ing dog;;e~ness tha.t b:i:'uught this University 

, fron a low grade grammar school to what it is today,, 
(more) 
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But the present and the future are our immediate problem as we begin it,he 
ll3t:1 year in Notre Dame's history11 I w9_t;!:<?:":3~Y to you today that the p:ioneering 
day_:S of childi.1ood and youth are over. And if we are staggered to think of the 
:Ier.culean tasks already performed in childhood and youth:1 I would further stagger 
you -rith the thought that to be true to our vital mission, even more proiligfous 
tasks are ahead to achieve maturity0 

I ~-rould apply to ourselves today the fullness of the words of two great men:, 
Leo X:rII and Bishop Spauldi.ng regarding unive:~sities: 

Leo XIII wrote: 11The end of the Catholic university forever will ~-;e this: 
1dth tte licht of Catholic truth showing the wa:r to provide for youth in our coun-

. \ try the fullness and the ~ of learning on the highest levels." 

And Bishop Spaulding: "A true univer:::;ity will be the home of e.ncient wis
dom and. new learning; it will teach the best that is knovm and encourage research; 
it vd..11 stimulate thousht;- refine taste_, and av:aken a love of excellems; it will 
be at once a scientific institute, a school of cultu~e an~ a training g~ound in the 
business of life; it will educat.e the minds that give direction to the age:: it 
v:ill be the nursery of ideas, a center of inf::!..uence., •• eethat c-J~ch is the strong"" 
est in man is mind, and ;.,hen a mind truly vigorous, open, supple and illuminated re...
veals itself, we fallow in its path of light. 11 

Here is no physical task of survival in a raw new land. Here is a demand..:. 
ing spiritual task of the highest order, in fullest accord with the rich age-old 
trad.i ti on of Christian w.isdomo J:lcre is an apostola te that no secular university 
today can undertake - for they are largely cut off from the tradition of adequate 
knowledge wh::'_ch comes only through faith in t:1e mind and faith in God, the highest 
wisdom of Christian philosophy and Catholic theology .. 

Here is a task that requires that we be conscious of our past heritage, and 
enthusiastic in bringing ner..r insights of Christ:i_an ~dsdom to the presento P-.ere is 
a task for the greatest minds, and th:l most devoted hearts and completely dedicated 
livesa 

I know of no other spot on earth t»Jhere we m:i.ght mal:e a better beginr1ing than 
here at Ifotre Darr.e, 1k1ere we mig;ht inaugurat8 a new center of Christian culture to 
effect a re-aNakening of the potential of Christian wisdom applied to the problems 
of our age. 

This is no 1-:ork of defense,, no declaration of war, no practice in isolation.~ 
but a move to revitalize our 01~n understandj_ng of the treasure of sup!!eme intellec"' 
tualism and divine faithSI wedded in strength and beauty, It means working together! 
each with our o-:-n particular talents to exploi.t the :.:'ull powe::- of' Christian wisdom 
to order 'Jha t is disordered, to c onplete -e:hat is good but :i..'1.Jomplete, to meet in
sufficient knowledge with the f<.lllness of truth, to give a new direction and a 
vdder, saner perspective to all tnat is good and true in our times. 

The time is ripe 9 J::1e olJ. errors arE; sunk in frustration, and pessimism an( 
disorder. l"ien of gp od will are not wanting., Darkness awai:.s a lighto We have done 
and are doing, a 1'1ide var.iety of good t1j_ngs at--Not're .. baine~ If we do everything 
el3e and :.:'ail in this_, our proper task,, our high calling:a our providential mission.~ 
t111~n as we p:::-ay in "the presen,,;e of God here today, we wiJl be unworthy servants J 

and a fai:ure as a Catholic university~ 
Let us pray then, sincerely and humbly this morninp:, as w-e begin another 

acade:iic year& Let us ask again and again for ~,isdcr,1 and courage, the light to 
see and tile strength to do v,,.'1-iat the tirr1es demand anci the ri0hne3s of our heritage 
promises.,. 

end 
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