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Indiana. S\md.e..y zming, September ZP, 1957·) 

"At present, we are looking e.t a confused. t"'eflection 
in a mirror; then we shall see tace t.o face; now, I aa:ve 
only gJ.impsea ot know~--e; then, I shall reeoanize God 
as Be has ~opi&ed • •" (I Corinthians 13: 12) 

questions of out" 1!\3e. I have never nid that ours is an easy tuk, and have 

ind.eed Ulld.erlined acme of' the difticult:les that complicate our a.ctivit1es. 

You will recall some ot thee: the exploaiv. gnNth of knowled.ge that all.ovs 
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ical nee.lit)', that has resulted. in e. general d.1&4:ain tor theoloQ' &nd. philosoJi1.y 

while aeeminc17 more eui ting vindows of knovledge were Md are being opened in 

otb.er di:rectima; tbea there hall been our otteatinaea poo:r· tm4. unenthuaiuU.c 1' 

comprehenaion of our own rich b.erita.ge, the bright. light. b1dd.en u.nd.er the bushel 

basket, the dull repetition of to?"llUlae au4. the aJ.l too f1·eqwmt lack of burn­

ing dedicat1cm., ealigh\emd cur1oa1t,y, and. Mrd. unrelenting mental labor that 
alone cun continue the umient and. vorthy trM.ition of Catholic aeholarahip. 

and the• have beea litere.117 tantut.ic. 

/ ~1ence baa fed ua, cl.otbe4 ua, hcwted ws as man baa never been fed. or 

clot.bed or housed before. Science bas c."Ved a~ ills, given cl.em· &ight 
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:Je1en.ce has illtieed brooght close the ends of the e..a.rth, •illld is nov vuult:ll'lg 

the spaee be)"'OO#i. 

Who will M:re to say tb:r:i.t these ~~·e not good tl.dnga ; !lo one need a&Y 

this 1 but. it ahould be $&1d th~t. there t:u:'tt other good and even lietter t.hi~;>s 

if Mil does not live by brtt~ld al~. Sei~ne'iit ie 110st truly valued when it is 

viewed in the tot.i&l perapectiv'lll ot -.n's lit!! and deat:tny, not as an exclusive 

blessing. A wll-fe:d, ~ll-elothed, well-houMd Mn can be ~rant, preJu­

dicad., and. ilaoral toe. A hel':llthy JM.n can be ~ii un,Juat as SA unhealthy IMJ'1. 

f, long life i.a not. neoesauily good or tru.1 ttW.. Vastly ex;pMded. eommun1cat1ons 

devices d.o not. gw.u"autae that aueh worthwhile ts i;ei.tlg eOllllllUnieated, and a wQ.l·ld 

brought oloae to~ethe.r is not. necesHXily e. world at peace. Simplified. .ho~•­

k.eep1ng does not guarantee happy •xrbgea; easily' ecceaaibl.e amusement. cannot 

banish the bored.ell of a pointl.e•• UfeJ and. Vite.mine R1-e no substitute for virtues. 

What. I ea Slcy'iDg is that thtU'e are many valm:s tlu!J.t man has cherished, 

'\"&lues that have ennobled hill, aad un s'ta.nd.8 to lon if he 1• seduced by the 

aaterial 'benefit& 01' science t.o the exclusion ot the deep spirit.wtl values tlui.t 

he cheriaaec long before t.be advent. of l'IOl!e:rn science and. ita acc~ing 

tec!molo-gy. We ean 8'fl.Y this, &ad at.ill be gratetul for the bleasinfZ or science. 
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Btit there ta much IBC)nt to the problea than this il11t1al and supcl'ficiiru coment 1 

pa.rtieular.17 vb.cm we relate the position of science 1n the lllOdsrn world to the 

cognate problea of uni:versitJ- education 111 a. world that 18 so emaored. of science 

I~ 80 iDdebted to it. 

The task ot the university toda7, viewed in relation to its stud.eats, 1• 

twofold.. !he university !ll'WSt •anehow trauait the iatelleetual Ud. acral trn­

surea ot the put. to its atudlmta, amt, in 4oina this, DNat also ecaehov integrate 

this heritage to the new perspeet.ivea of the present. &mi tile future. !he t:!rat 

aspect of the taak 1a easier thu tbe aeeOIMl.. It is poissible mere)¥ to e,PM.k. 

noata~icall.y ct the JWUI\ u if the present and its OVA real problema and. oppor· 

tunitiea did not exiat. It 1a equallJ' poasible to 11'" ccapletel,y in the preMnt, 

a.a in aa isolation wa.r4, with no percept.ion ot our pa.at heritap, its values a.ad. 

vital human •aaiae· 1 wapeet tbat aany d.e~ts of JINl1' Wliverai ties are 

doing Juet oae or another of these inccRglete tasks and., 1D ao dOing, are tailing 

to ect.ueate t.rul,y. 

What 1a this pa.et that i• ao often rete:rn4 to u the culture of the 

Weet; It is no •1.apl.e reali't.71 but a aalgm1 of __. ea.aw. !lle •in cwrente 

ot intlueac• can be 1deatifie4 however. One finda at. the hue the great intelleetual 
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heritage t.na.t steu he& ~ i::lwHsieal ~ of G'.t:'t!ttCe. Jle.t-e wtiUJ the earliest 

root of the intellectual fibre of the West - the zeat tor uniffraal untlerstand· 

ing &ad philosophic.el tnqu117. thl\l Joy of intellectual 4illtCOvery, the deep 

value• ot thing• of "the ep1r1t1 'tn'lth, beeuty, rmd. the good. The ~ added 

another diSer.liiicm to the t.111.peatey of' the wes-t, the ideal ot law and order, and. 

a s'Uble aoeifl7 of men with great civic i.nstitutiorlls and u efficient adaini­

at.ratic.m of Just.ice. 'l'bel1 there vu the divioe element ot the Gospel.a, the t'ul­

till.Mnt of the pn.aiM of the 014 Teat.aaent, a new and. brtabt l~t tocuud. on 

man'• nat.w-e and clestiJl1', a t"ree gl1-pae at the tmer ~ of tbe htllllNl 

peraon, new ideals of hunan ~'t, htam .achiev..,..t 8Dd high, indeed, eternal. 

goal• tor h\8&.D coaduct. fteee thrft elements maahed. to fOl"ll wba;t we kDov u 

Western culture. ma this triple stock, we have urived. that. rich and. ocaplex 

heritaae that i• Weaten 11UJ1.n•a. 

Whatever elae lllm _,- becoae iD tbe W.at 1n the J'fl&r• ahead, he will be 

poorer if, ia lili• •terial prosreaa, he l.oM• the aoul ot thia beritage which ia 

centered. ia a coacept of tlM ht.IUa person u mver tulq l.UlCifirstood before -

glo.r;ri»s ill the trutA wherever &al however it be tou.nci, atl"Olll and. hee 'tlD.der 

the av, ehttr1eh1Dg vt ... beau:Q' in ita 11Ultitll41noua tOl'll8, liviJ:ag by the 

highest sp1r1t•l i4eala of the Gospel, 4e4ieat114 to eternal •al•• tor which 
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he is a.lso re~ to die, ~d., better to die tht.m to lose tbela. Respect 

for all tha'\ ia uniquely mu.'s, spirit, llind, ~, trutb, Jwatiee, beauty • 

the 1-9r d.igniv of the m.m person - this 1• the heritag-e ot the West the:t 

ia ours to have Ql14 t.o bold and. to teach. 

But thia ta not a ste:tie beritase: Truth ca .b&ve MW eqresa1on and. 

fuller und.eratarv:U.ng; Justice, DOW' caWJea to ~icrl; beauv, uw tonu to 

inspire. ~the univereitJ' llWlt ~, rei.ate~t, and. reapply 

thia heritage in every 8'8• 9M heritage itaelt a.r beecae enriched. and. re­

vitalised 1f this 1• dOM. If it ia not done, \be heritage _, well beccne 

un1nepirtn&, deaiocated, ovital.1ze4, aDI. even tm.·~ten. ~ ec1ence llt.let 

be 1ntef'.ra.ted. u a pa.rt et tltia total beri tage .. 

In a WU..veraity eoate.xt, the heritage 1a tru.lated into ..., diverse 

dtseiplineac \heoloQ, pbiloaopby, hiatoey", lav, literature, l~, eccmcmies, 

soo1oloQ"1 :politics, •tb.-Uca, biology', pttysica, cbellta'tq, poleC', engi-

neering. lt ta tbeae latter, tbe ~aic&l :scd.eaees ancl taeir appl1eat1Cl'l8, that 

11U8t be un4eratoo4 it tbe7 are to be inte61·ate4. ade.-t.17 iato rtch he1·ttap 

that anteckliled t.be present exploa1ve deve~t of tw.t Jb1'a1e&l sci._a. I 

know not wnere tilts intecr&tion cua take pl.Bee if not. in a un.ivera1t¥ ... 'where 
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.. 11 know~ ia ecmauniaat.ed ~extended in its totali\1' and, one 111ght hope, 

ill proper perapeet.ive. 

!'be focus cf the uni:versi ty task ia pe:rh•pa best seen i.n what it attemp"ta 

to a.ch1eve in the lld.ndG and btt&"tfl ot 1 ts student•. We haw often said at lfotn.t 

»aae that what.ever else we d.o, w attempt to gi'V'e all our atuclente the basic 

elemnte ot a liberal educa:t101u om that will liberate .. J'OUllg at.udant trca 

the bondage ot ~, pn.)ud1ce, and pa.saioa. Our baaio en&ltavor in every 

undergra4.uate oollep is the deve~t. to excellenoe ot the st\ldent•s use ot 

hie intelligence and. fl"CD4al. A liberal edueetion 8houl4 euble t.he JOUDg Mil 

to tom a reaaonably ocaplete end aceuraw conoept ot God, the voi·ld alkl man., 

eome broe.4 perceptioa of .-n's aitua:Uon am usti:rq in thie world, an4 a<a! 

inner reallsat.ion of his relatiouhip to Qo4 and. to his fellow men. One voul.d 

hope that all thia would ~r ta the atuc:tqt SOM perapeetiw and. conviction 

so that the young llUl thua eduoated could direct his lite ill aceordeace vi th tbia 

total. Yiew ot lite• a ~. The reaU, aipU'icat q.uestiona llhould. be faced 

during tbia liberall,y ed.\lcat.1ve process, the ltve options sboul.4 be tho'ugtlt:tully 

and. even ~rMlJ' OOIMl1de1'84, so tnat tke •turiatil stud.eat t.a enabled. to l'lake, 

witb aa intelligence u4 freedom wurtby of _., the 111pcrtttnt ad 41.tticult 
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dec1eicma that l"&tional lite deew:Ws. ID eumary, f1f11¥ education wort.l'ly o-r j,,,;'" 

the rtcbe• o'f our W.atern eultu.re, ebou.14 somehow focus oa the three great 

centn.l realitie• of nature, llfm 1 and. God. 

It is certailal.y v.n.der•'Wndabl.e how d.ift1cu.lt \Ilia ta.a of the Univer­

sity be__,• in a worl.4 that 1a eeHDtUl.J.y aecula.rtstic and HieDt1t1call.Y 

port.aace ot d.iviM real1t1ee be lost or avveha4owed 1B eaeb e. wm-ld. But 

such ma beu the direction ot recent hiatory: grovUig eeoularta, the diwrce 

or the bl9tll trca tbe divine, tbe temporal troll the "t.erJ:le.l, the mter1aJ. from 

the apirltual; 8IDd in the pa.at ccm:tury, the lineteeath CentUJ7 acteratiat.a, in 

At t111s pre.._t. J.mM:lw:tl ot l'dat.GQ: •. 0\1l' ~o.w•t cttalJ.u&e and. OPJO:r­

tuat t.r 1• w under.um4 bo\b tile. vital ~ ot our heritage an4 the grow~ 

iag ~of Nienee, ao that vorktq toptaeI·{tA11*t4 ot a\. croaa.~ 

our herita.ge DlJ he enr1e1Md Md science will beeollle a huittW. inatruam.t ot 

) .,.~ 
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arts. lo per$CU can be liberally educilted toda.Y vi th.out a reaaonr.ble grasp 

of science and t..he gres.t new vision of the universe, in its imHu'llOat and outer· 

most pe.rts, that modern. sciieace ba41 l'~1t us. The S<:ientific mat.hod can also 

bring new and i-Ci.n&tive and corrective insights into the ed.ueatiOl'ltll proce&e 

that was poorer without it. !be ~tudent needs a. reapec1': tor hard fa.cu, 

&cel.t:l'.'6.Utly uef'trtained Md expressed. Sciontific eud.oeity, e~el'MSG to 

postulate theox-etief!.l solutions and to verify them experi11Mu1Uilly az-e wc:rrthy 

addition• to itlfmtal Jllll.turity. ScientU'ie specule:tlou in the ~bu of pure 

scienc'1e' and ae;theJne.t1ca p:re:pm-es the student. mer.rtallJ' tor the more abstract 

studies of philosophy and theology vbieh u.se intelligent re:fleettoa 1n anot.1ler 

method of knov1.ng to d.e1·ive truths umttt&ina:ble to physical science ns auch. 

Basic science ud. research -.y also engender in ther student that Nspeat tor 

tbe Blind at vork which unde.rliea all rational inquiry and h'OJ!l8Jl culture. Dis­

respect tor the m:ind H.nd the current ~ring at intellectuals and int.elact~l 

endeavor is the quickii:st "'8¥ to the destruction of all hUllll!W. cul tu.re. Scientific 

endeavor is finally a gl'.'e8t sct.Lool tor diaciplint't, for humility in \be fa,ce ot' 

the yet u.nkoow, tor patience to work accun.tei,, peraistentl.;y ~ painstakingly 

alJ. real virtuea and Vt:A.llu:~o in tbe proe.~:Hul of n Ubercl educ&tion. 

Sciel'MM nMds the o~r· aeadsic 11.i&ciplin•s, too, for tl:wu·® is mo:i:·e to 
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hUlllflll lite 'tbaa tbe \lftli.eratand.ing ('1Dd JMllipulation or nature. Seience is 

power, aud 'P(Mtr Dflleda clirection to be aeuingtul. It ia -.a Who is the 

acient.iat,, and science exists in the world ct 111&11m. 'fb.11 world bu tot.al 

perspectives end man ha8 Ill dest1D,)' that goes beyond muenee. science of it­

self cannot know God, or the -~ ot am,• emmot eatabli& J\latice, df!'t'iJ.le 

rt0z-a.lit7, constitute eulture or vrite poetey. 

In the ua:tvers1t7, bewTer, all of thee tilingo on be dOJ.Mt and. atudents 

ea le&.l"ll all that 1• true 8114 "18.114 regarding God, -.a, and Bfl:ture. !he fl8M 

studen't cm see i:he broad sweep et re'lleal.ed t.ruth ia tbeolOQ", and. ~ m1Dd at 

work OD ultimate probleu 1• pbiloaophJ', too; he emi gl.oey 1n the tnt.uitive in­

eigbte ot poetey1 thrill at the recent 41ecover1e11 o'f u'tro-Pl1'•1ca, pcmd.er the 

age-old le111M111a of hYUD 808c<?Bll and f'a.ilure in history and. Utent.ure. Per­

haps the Urtegration of '.!<ll knowledge will SOllt!how ccae to be a the m:1nd of 

the student, but how, except aecide.n.tly, if f'ew of his professors rea.111' tmcler-

s~ or appreciate 1.1tach other's specialized branch ot knovledge. 

>.Bd how ea:a all of the Mmbers of tbe :'.'HJsdettic c<'BIUD.1 ty ccae to &me' 

bu1c und.e:rat.nad.1ug ad ~ppree1at1oa of the totalit.7 ot knowledge unless then 

is li.l. conttmdng converata.t.ion among tboa on the poi.nu ot oantact between the 
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vax•iou• di•cipli.nee that ake up the llhole hbric: of tmiversal knowledge. 

1 W0\114 not prfHNM to outJ.im such a program in 1'\S "llota.lity, but it 

lligh'\ be belpf\tl to 111.uatntte tt• possible truittulneu in om specU'ie &.rft 

most germae to what we he.ve al.re~ been coneidertng. 

It is cC8110ll knovledge that tlMt theologians ut4 the Jbyaieiats have net 

been OD a,..&illg terms far centuries ... 80 much 80 that tboJ DO 1.anfler &peek th• V 1 

&W language. !heir tal.U.ac out wae a cl.Usie eaae of milNlllilerstand.ing and, 

md'ortunatel.1', the Galileo 1neS4ea't ia still reprde4 u a symbol of t.be pre-

sumed contliet between acicmee and faith. 

The cliaat.u bu aow l:>egua to ohup .. a.nd. oa 'both aid.ea. !he time is 
v 

ripe to take up a. fruitful cGBV'er•at1on left ui4e cea"tm'1e• ago. !ht lead. 

article in the llOSt ~at iasue of the beet Allerice Catholic theological 

Jcru.rnal vaa on "fte origin an! age ot the Uldverae appraised. b7 sc;tenoe.•' 

JOW"Dala mt4 bullet.tu cf :tib7•1cina have begun to ea1"17 ehalJ.eD«ing articles 

ot Jhiloao:Jbieal aa4 tbeolagical 11Qort. !he i;tb7s1o1sta begin to seue a 

broad.er reapoaai91U.ty to the worl.4 ot nucl.ev 1\wion and. tieatoa t!lat they 

have introduced. to the b!'inlt ot great. good. or grea't evtl. As Aaerioa'a llC.'Nlt 

renowaed i*J•leiat aid. after liroahia an4 lfapHki - the aetent.ist bu now 

know ida, a tbeolo&ical .nml.1't1'. 

.. 



Much cou.ld be pUl.ed, I b~lieva, oy !.r8.AkJ.,y diacuasi~; the conflicts 

ot the past. t.m.e might, without too mucb di:ffiaulty, defend tb.e _positior.t 

tl:aat moat of th~ conflict has r~sulted tr'Olll bad theology &lid bt!d ~ei~e, too. 

'1'be tumamint&l error at the begilming, in the e&M of Galileo, was 

that the pt·ope.t• tl~ologiaal. qw.urt.ion.s were oot asked.. fhe rettl thoolofiical 

Q.ue•tion involYed vu how uould. this bt?liQCentric doct::ri.ne o:t CopernicuG and 

Galileo be squt\r'ed. vitb the ~t.l't.l Chriat::i.tm doct:rine rega...-4.ine; the tw.tu1·e 

and de1tt1iaJ ot l'lfi.B. Actua.lly; t.lier•a va.s aD4 is no theological proolem involved 

in the mw th•ory. Inst.e&i of asld . .ng th• i)l"Oper t..heclogical question, bowever, 

the t.11ocentrie syswa 11:a• vimied as opposed to a literal inte1·p1·etat.ion at 

the eari, cllaptitrs of Genesis, M interpretation which ODfl of the· p·eatest 

tbeologiana, ~t. A~stt.ne, 'Would not have accepted c€1tntu.rie1 before Galileo.! 

aDJ. which eert&inl.J no •criptural tb."°10!!;itin of note would sustain ~. 

Our present Bely father, Piua XII, in a. i-ecent Ea~ to the studti.l'nts. 

of the Jorbmm.;: eleul.y· si.;,ated the ca.H: 

'111 ;yow.- studicllt anQ. ~ient.i.tic 1:·0ePa.reh rest. usu.red th.at 

no co11t1•adict.ion iti possible betwen oertaw t:t·u:tbs of t'aith and 

eut.t\bli•d acientitic i"ii.ct.s. J<.:i:tur~, oo lesii tJ:u.w revea,t1on1 
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proceeU tna God amt God oem10t contradict Biuelr. Do 

not be 4itas1.7e4 it you beer the eontraey a.ft"irmed. insistent­

)¥, even though reoee.reh f'MJ:'J' have to wait tor centuries to 

t1D4 the solution of the apparent opposition O.tveu acionco 

aact tai th. tt 

lere in 'two brief ~· is the C!'!.'l.UJe ot ••t ot tb.e tbeologico­

seiatific 4ieputea of the put: a mi~rstaad.ing of Htl.le certain truths 

of ta.ital" ~ "eatal>liahed aoiutifio facts.'' !'oo often theologUl.na have been 

all too little precise on what eonatituted "certain t.nths of faith." l sav 

theologians, not t.l1e Church, 'Wh1e.h has beea COBSiatel'lt .u4. unchaag1ng in 1 ts 

precise offteial ata.t.nt.a ot Catholic doctrine. Ancl dA:ientiata:, especially 

1n the wt centu.t,.., wre overeontlant, to put it. •1ldl1', abo\lt ''csta.bl1ahed. 

scientific taata." You are aware of the utterl.7 mat.eria.liatie Victoris.n 

l'b1•1eiata v.ho naively uS'U111ied. tbe virtual f'iml.lit71 i.llmutab1l1ey, 800. eve11 

literal truth of' their 4eseript1on of' the true na.tw"'fl ot the lrr'l»'ld: the 

billiard bft.ll mode la, lewtoD 'a lnl/8 of llO'tion ul'.ld gravitation, Booih' £. law 

Cit el.aatie strain, &ad all the rest. Since then, w h&;.ve seen eentw·1es-ol.4 

sc1ent1t1e vi.ewe on matter .i spae~ an4 time SUDElllU'ily aban4oned. 
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The ls test theories iu~e much mt.n·e cmi:"-;.:-en1J· 1 to the cm·pus of Cl1r1stii.w 

thcolog:i.efd doctrine. But let us suppone th~t pre9ent ~::ciantitic theori"s ~ 

~..gain chan.ie i.n t'I. '"~'Y tiw,t ~;y sem.i to Ch!'!:.ll~inge tht;~o].0t,:.lc«1.l ti""1th. :...il:1oltld 

this :poos1b:ility Yor:::'y us. I thi.DJ!t not, ."ffm I ha:ve oo fee>.rs f'rom science. 

Tt·ut.t"l is our F.novledt?E? of wb~t ::s, f!nd given 111. fun&'!Dental. unity of' id.l that 

is , and d.iff~ro:i:it v~1.ys of kno1.rtng the ;,;eeming eoQflict.s of t~~ ct>.n 

merge into understt::>.nd.ing tOOY.JrrOW". Let us rp·ant t.l:lix.t t.'le.re hH.s b~:n b;r;.d ::icienee 

and bad theolOQ at ti.Ms in tile pru11t. while the tundr~tal di»'ine~ revealed 

doctrines ct the Chur:cll hav,1 n1'1Ytt~ c~;cd.1 tlleolot;ica.l unde:;.·$'t:.anding of tht'D 

hn.:ll progreas.ed. &.:ienc;;::, too s h.f',!11 prog:relllsad beyond false stnrts .• and, has lea.rued 

tc U:v~ with seemtnoly contr~l.dictory tr.14.>ed.e;;; ev~n \>.it.bin science itself -· 

vi tncss the h.hoory of scientific views oa1 the thco1';,' of H.~rt. I ti.m uure that 

th<?olc~iMb) s.nd pbydd.at~ :::rm lh::: ~ vork tos;<:::tl";.i~·r fruitfully if t..11ey will 

only rec0r&,nize the: r.1atm .. e, th.;: obJec.th.eG J th~ limits.tio1.ui1, :!llld. t.l::t~ methodological 

divtl:r;:i.1ty cf th"1iir d1ffi:::r(;;:at di•c1_pl:tnes aild. e:ha.4·f4 the qtw&t {il:.long difterient pe:tJu~ 

of' the iii~, 
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be ~ to ~•ical ac1ence u aueh: the action of God aDt1 tM I004 news 

of ilia ·~ °' aal¥a-tion for all the worl4 Ul4 Bia promise of an eternal 

worl.4 to coma. 

Ewa Vh1telwtad edaitted. that the acrtion ot God vu tb.e greatest con­

tr-ibution of Md1aaval tkeoloa' to the tomattcm of the seicm\itie 1111Dv.-nt. 

Icu u., tba theologian aeea God. no't ~ u the SUpreM Being o'l oraipoteftff 

t\Dd. t':ree&a, bu' ala u the 8rAlroe of rationality 8114 order. 

WllilA God 1• tree to create or not create a COfllllO•, aa4 1a ohooeing to 

create ta tree to crea-t.e tilt• __. er .-. other, w'ben Be <lid. ereate this 

one, it vu a coamoe, not a ebaoa, siDee it had. to reflect Bia perf'ec't1on sm 

order. leatl:uae Qo4 ta rat1cmal, Ii• work 1• erClerly, a.ad. lMcauee lie 1s 'f'rfte, 

there is DO pndictillg m CNr" part aa to Jut what t.his precise ortter will be. 

'1'b.e world. of Christian the1• thell is, n i'• tGUIMl&t1m, a worl.4 congenial to 

.. irical aeienee vi th 1 'tG twtn mthod ot o"bMl"Vation and uper!Mnt. tfnlesa 

there were repl.arittea la tl\1a varlet, taere woul.4 be nothing but ehaos tor 

&eiftJ'.lOe to cUaeover, &114 beeaae tile• are ccm.tinpnt l"e&'llaritiee, they au.st 

be verified. b;y uperimntatioa. 

ca. lut WOJ'4, aat th1a one tor the sciatista. Who oaa .ll8UU1'8 the 

ecieatlfie ettort ail iDpmtitJ' that 1• ·~ oa ~ the few ~Y 

.. 



eci.etific taets that we think we presently know tor a certntnt7 about tbtt 

uni vern 1a 1 ts imler ccatrti t.at1on an4 i te outenaoat reaches" And yet, for 

tae aost. part, . •eient.iata aeea not too lllllleh ccneel'Md about the ce:rtnin 

prcaiM ot ciiviM revelati.on that tor those who live aa4. cue 1n Christ, our 

ledeeMr., there ~• at the em of this earthq lite the Blessed. Yiaicn of 

Cod BlaHlt an4, in Ckad, all t!d.nga will be known eternall,y end, to the Uait 

of our finite powers, c_,rehnaivel)" as in their cause. It th1e be t.rue., 

ud Catholiea eveeywhere are prepared. to die tor 1te tnl'th end. praaise, then 

at leae-t it deael"Vea acne tnveattge:t:loa. I make a point of' this, tor one of 

11¥ good. acientin t:ricm.4s ree~ wrote that he knew nottd.ng f4 ilD'Jrtali ty 

and couldn•t be less in:tereatetl. Even u tl. tr:1encl, a:pi,..rt trm being a priest, 

I tel t sad. tJu~.t he ve.a spending ao ll'lttch ti.me and energy for eucb met>.ger gain 

while ecmpletel1 ldublg the chance to attain eternally' a univerat'IJ. knowledge 

that is ao lllUCh greater N1(t aere ltuiting. 

Sc 'llftlch for a ~ate« ccnv~rsation between the physicists "'84 

theologtans fl.nd 1 ta :poasible trot ttul.11ess towrcts the integration ct knowk">dge. 

I return. in ~lua1en1 to our O'l"'i,giMl point. ot d.epurt.ure, eOlliltrl'.hi~ tor 

v'h:f.ch w 11d.gbt f'ndttully prq ~t the begtnni.ng o:r th1.s new ~c year;. 

that each one ot us Might. cherish the ta.a ot aeekiM an4 iapu-tina; tnith 

.. 
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in every wrq possible,; thet ve d.i.sdntn no truth, be tt theologieal, philo­

sophical, historical, poetic,. or scientific; tb'.i.lt w ournlves J!UQ' be ex.aapl.ea 

ot the kind• of nind.1 ftnd heo.rts, the kinds of buzun persons wom we try to 

fashioa by the educative prQQCss; and tbtat we tt')" to appreciate t:;,ll that is 

e;ocd. a the pe.st while ve bring its w1.- to tear i.n d1rectin.,~ and gi Ying 

ul ttaa.te aeani.ng to the pcn.-erM forces tht.;i.t f.i.re e:walten~ in our world today. 

May Qod gnmt tbat this 115tb yeu ct our hi6tor1 will see us grow invard.l)~ 

in wi&4'a, age, mit1 gra.oe, as we llhould., and ay tbe Univit:raicy grow with ust 

as it moat certainly will not grow without u. 

.. 
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