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Oae of the great and porsisting scandsls of cuxr doy is the sad
Tect that in the most affluent nation of the world there are millloas of
paople, Negroes, Spenish-speaking Americous, whites, and others - suchk
&3 American Indians - wio are percnaially, almost institutionally,
condenned to & life of poverty. birec‘tl:/ or iundirectly, intentionnlliy
or sub-consciously, the condcaxration of the minority is lunflicted by
“he white majority of this nation. We have graduzlly been evolving lunlo
a two nation, side by side, scparate and wnecual, developed and wnder-
developed. At the heart of {his poverty ic o triple incQuality of opnive
tunity -~ ia education; in #z:gi:.oyzzcnt, exnd iu houslag. IKach side of Wils
dismal triengle supporis the otiaer two L.dcsd poor schools meon lack of
preparation for meaningful employment. Lack of cuployacnt or wenial,
low-wage Jjobs mean inability to achieve be’c.ter» aousing, even if 1t wore
cpen and a.vailable.v Concentration of the poor in shabby neighboriccis
gives access only to poor ghetto schools for taeir children, and so it
goes, year after year, poverty creating more poveirty.

The march on Washington is meant to be a noneviolent, mulli-racicl
abtampt to manifest this face of poverty to the nation, Yo atiract the
attention of everyone to a condition that should plague our individual
and collective conscience as Americans. It mey be the last great marci;
our last chance to be convinced to do scnething constructively in cach
local community to find realistic solutions to make the promise of Amcrica
come true for all Americans.

It has been asked, "Why don't the poor pull themselves up by their
own boot streps?” The whole point is that they don't presently have auy
pullable boot straps. A poor school is not a boot strap, and over 90% of




-2-

a1l Fegro younzsters are in pocr occhools. 400,000 wider-clucated lieoro
voungsters are graduated into American sociceby each year to face
fouweration. Uneamployment i1s not a boot strap, and Negro wncaployucal
is twice as high among Negroes as aumong waites, with the figure for
young Negroes much higher. A dilgpidated house in a run-dowa neigibor-
hood is not & boot strap - but thot iz where most Negroes live,

A nation that con afford to spend thirty billica dollers & yeor
in an area the size of the State of Indlernz, with half the populaticn cof
Anerica's poor, can afford to spend Lulf that amount yearly over the nod
ten years to eliminate this explosive naticuwide inequity in cur midst.
Cpportunity cannot be denied a people for hundreds of years and then Lo
used to condemn these people for nov doing what could not possibly be
done without this opportunity.

Many people have died to make the drecam of America come tiue:
soldiers, citizens, patriots all. We, the living, owe a great debi to
all of them, to our America, to our own consciences that have so often
proclaimed this: One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
Justice for all.,

The march will come and go. But the problem will remain, stark,
inescgpable, clamoring for our attention, our individual efforts, our
dedication, our understanding, our solutions.

You can brush off, or condecmn the march, but you cannot isolate
or insulate yourself from the problem that the march portrays, because
it will contimue to exist in yowr community until you have found rcalistic
means of eliminating it. We cannot all march, but each of us can do
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gamething even more meaningful - create equality of ogpportunity in
céucation, employment, and housing ia owr commnity. This is what
the march is all about. Deny this and you deny America. Deny
America and one of the few shining lights will be extinguished in a
world that is largely darkened by universal poverty, frustration,
ond hopelessness. America is whet America dees. What are you

willing to do?
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Attached is a statement by the Rev. Thecdore M,

Hesburgh, C.3.C., presicent of Notre Deme, on the Poor

Peonle's Yerch on Weshington, relessed today. The statement

o
come in resnonse to a request from Notre Deme's Student
Government, which is organizing a colliection of clothing

and money for use by sponsors of the larcih.
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