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. Hesbufgh,,ti~lspoken 
By Roy La~ : . ·. . · 
Sun-Times ~Ion Writer · . 

. SOUTH BEff,p - The Rev; ~ M~ Heiburgh, in an. 
interview ~ ,.-~ ~Id not say which pft!sUlential candi
date he will vo~e; (et. Nov~ 2,· but he did express his candid · 
views on several subjects being debated in the campaign -
the Southern ~t;i~t}'~li~ion ot.finµny·Carter,. abOrtion, am
nesty, moralit~:iJt:~~~rh·policy, ~ation of church-Owned 
property and ~-p~frd) pardon of Riclia_rd·:M. Nixon. 

The 59-year «?1~t.wesid~ht¢ tim;tJ11iver~ify; oi Notre Dame 
was chairman ~-~~ U .s,: Co~miSSion on ClY'il Rights µnti\.he 

. was fired by ~in um. He .i_s. A,tri!$tee of the RocitefeHer 
Foun~ation anci-a :lliember of the~hpard o(~.-<;hase lia-nhat
tan Bank. In 1~'.:.'.ford named him to the nine-member bo'ard · 
that administe~el't~e post-Vietnam clemency prograrn.· · 

The questions'ati4 answers went'.1ik.e this: ' · 
Q. How signifiea~t a role do )IQU thi~kl:eligion is:·playirig ill,, 

the.1976 campaign?, f,~""-·'-'· · . · . · 

A. Its role hai;_ ~n exaggerated. I had hoped we passed over.' 
the concern aboµt ~ candidate's religion when we got through '. 
the (John F.) K~edy election. The press.ought to·be blamed: 
somewhat for t}tis. )You know a,:guy has.,a tendency: to answer· 
questions put tQ h1tit, so you ~k him if he prays a,nd he says 
he prays. You ask ifim if he pr~ys often and he says he prays 
often. Then you say, he's talking.about-religion all the time. 

Q. Is there anyt;Jing about ct?t:ter's religion thqt concerns . 
you as a Roman €0.tholic? ·· ' ~-·· 

No, not a ble~~4 !thing. I think ~tholic religion tends to be' 
more cerebral ~p;southern Baptis(religion, but that doesn't 
bother me. It's,rather refreshing to have .someone whR ~ 
speak about pr!ly.e~, God, faith and coinp~ssion in· a normj1_. ' 
way. Mr. Carte.t1s religion will not be a factor in determinitig 
how I vote. · ·· 

Q. As one wbo hqs been critical of the tactics of some anti
abortion "zeal~ts,''i do you have any reservations about the 
way the nation's .(;atholic bishops have handled the abortion 
issue this fall? · · cl .-.."• . ·· . . · · · 

A. I think th~· bi~hops have to· be concerned about moral 
issues. I wish more.;people }Vere. After their ·i:nee!fngs with .the 
two c~ndidate~.: ~ ~ishops issued a stat~ment' ;exJ>re8si,ng 
their views on 4(l·sub]eCtS. They made it clear we are. not.a 
one-issue churcti;..,:. . When the abortion issue becomes the 
single test for judgJhg a candidate, then it's an unfair4est. 
. Q. As a result of the part the Catholic Church ha: ~lf.tyed 
m the campaign; 4f> you think there has been any damage to 

1 ecumenical and· .. fl:·. aith r-tlat~J . . 
, A. I think these·:_ J&tionshlps ;prObably bave tieen bruised a 
I bit, but I don'~ tlf " they have been ultimafely ~mag,e<J.- qne 
I of the great v1rtue$fln American.b1e is tolerpce;- · · 

0. ·: n· . .. -, .. c , .. _ ,,. edi ....... · ·· · .-. _ ... ... o··n· 
~ ,: . - ,· . . . ' . ' . : 
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Q. Do you f#t!a constitutional amendment· on ~rtio'rJ? 
A. Eventuallr;.1+1nk we can find a ·rorm of alllendment that 

could be passectl· ~ is likely to be a compromise as most 
amendments ate' ,' a pluralistic society. 1 am sure -We can 
improve on th~. · , ation we now have which is practically 
abortion on dern~ 1or whatever frivolous reason during the · 
first trimester. ' 1 ·. ·•' ·-.. ' . / . 

Q. On amne~t)';)lo you support the position of one candi-
date more than tile other? . . · · · 

A. I think either Cdndidate would have to qualify his present 
position if he·ts·_elected. The elemency board did some·good 

things, but it was tqo small in its impact. It touched only ia· ,to 
20 per cent of :th~ J:ases it should have touched. · 

Q. Was Prestd;ent Ford right when he pardoned Nixon? 
A. It was terriblj important at the time that we got Water

gate out of the wav ·and off the front pages. That would not 
have happened it'.,,Ve had a long trial of Mr. Nixon. I would 
have taken a little. Jn.ore time to do it, but I wasn't the Presi-
dent. · ' ·· · 

Q. Do you thinlt.'the United States should use its levetage 
to influence t~e po_!icies of regimes we consider r.epresslve? 

A. We should µse;every bit of leverage we've got, ;We sliOuld 
say to those governments: "If there's one thing that's going to 
color our relationship with you, it's our concern for liberty and 
justice. We know we can't run your country and we're not 
going to interfere, but we are n9t going to go out of our waY'·tO · 
provide you with aims anrrfotraiii your generals." We shoUld 
nOt bolster regimes :tha:t torture people and treat them Uke 
slaves. ..··. . . ;~'. •· · . . · : · 

Q. What do you ·tlink about Carter's statement saying ne·' 
favors the taxation ~1 church property not us,ed strictly for 
religious purposes? 1;_ . · · 

A. Let me tell you what 'we have done at Notre Dame. We 
have a television andfradfo station. we established a separate 
organization and submitted to taxing, because we felt the sta- I 
tions were not an inte8ral part of our function here; which is i 
to run a universitY:V!r:·· :uiought.th_i~.wa.s the clean way t~ ~? ~~~ ... 1 

Q. A~e thefe"mf.my · p~ant)t• ~'i:ng negtetted' ln;:'t1fif "I 
campaign? \ ' ------·-.:;;=.c.7.'0==·~:co.-.;;·-";:c:':O'O""""'""'""'"'"'i 

A. Nearly· every .. issue; --~strcand · international, that I I 
think is important ls being neglected - race re~ations, unem- i 

:"'.:. 
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ev.ery 

is-s:ue that I think 

is important is 

. being-neglected." 
. ~ .. ~ 

ployment, housing; edUca~o!l~ · ou~ cities, worW hunger. The 
candidates del:lated ~st1c issues·, but they gave us a lot of 
Wall Street .Journal i;tatistics, '.file problem of America is a 
human problem -terr~ble .cities, frightened people afraid to 
w~lk the streets at mght, youngsters whose whole life is · 
bh~hte.d because they are going to schools that are an abomi-

, nat10n. 

. n I were:a reporter aski~ th~ ~~~q~ti0ns, the two 
~hief questi~ns l would ask EWei ·What's yaui '\tisiori for Amer
ica? .An·. cl,. s~~ .nu·~-ot ~ij! ~~ion yourself w_hat 
kind of~ wldd ~brb)ltifte:'~ · · ~ ' · · 
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