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By DONALD P. ZEIFANG

The author is a junior in the College
of Arts and Letters. In between at-
tending classes and writing articles for
NOTRE DAME #he is chief announcer
at WSND, the student radio station.
His home is in Niagara Falls, N. Y.

N New YEear’s Day of 1889,

Sorin Hall was opened to the
students of Notre Dame. Simultane-
ously, the history of Notre Dame’s
residence hall system was inaugurated.
According to some records, this fifty-
room ‘“‘audacious experiment” was the
first Catholic college residence hall
offering private quarters to students.

Since that momentous occasion, the
residence hall system has evolved into
a complex but highly efficient setup.
Much as the family is the basic unit
of the world’s society, the hall is the
basic unit of society on campus, and
its residents are, in a sense, members
of a big and (at least, ideally) happy
family.

The men whose job is to keep these
‘big families’ happy are the rectors and
prefects—sixty-six all told—Iliving in
the fifteen campus residence halls.
These men form a team in loco paren-
tis; their duties include vital functions
in the spheres of discipline, religion,
academic and social life. In executing
their jobs, they come in close contact
with the Prefect of Discipline, the Pre-
fect of Religion, the deans of the
various colleges and the Vice-President
for Student Affairs.

The rector or prefect is primarily a
disciplinarian. In reality he is an
educator who is helping young men
learn how to live individually and as
members of society. His first aim in
helping students in their campus life
is to get to know each and every one
personally, for it is obviously easier for
the priest to exercise guidance and
counsel in an atmosphere of friendli-
ness. The rector has more difficulty
than the prefect in establishing this
friendly relationship, not only because
of the greater number of students who
are under his jurisdiction, but also be-
cause of the burdensome amount of
paper work which the rector must per-
form. However, if individual prob-
lems arise which demand the attention
of the rector, he can consult the perma-
nent record of the student (which is
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passed on yearly from rector to rector)
and the advice of the floor prefect.

As for the religious activities of the
rector and prefect, the residence hall
system provides an opportunity for the
student to come into first-hand contact
with the reality of the priesthood. The
priest is set up as an example, and
that example can have a profound in-
fluence upon the Catholic laymen of
the future who are living under the
same roof with him.

Academically, the rector and prefect
set the general tone of study. They
understand the problems which fre-
quently confront students in the course
of their studies, because they are teach-
ers themselves. In fact, the dean of the
College of Arts and Letters, Father
Charles Sheedy, is a floor prefect in
Fisher Hall. Three rectors are depart-
ment heads: Father Thomas Cady
(Classics), Father Thomas McDonagh
(Economics), and Father Carl Hager
(Music). Four rectors teach religion:
Fathers Joseph Haley, Leonard Collins,
George Bernard and Robert Pelton.
Rounding out the group are: Fathers
Edmund Murray (History), John
Walsh (Education), Ferdinand Brown
(Mathematics), Lawrence Broestl
(German), Charles Harris (Physics),
Glenn Boarman (Philosophy), Michael
Murphy (Geology), and Paul Fry-
berger (Economics). Every priest-pre-
fect 1s also a teacher, with Brother
Conan Moran having the distinction
of being the only brother and the only
non-teacher. However, Brother Con-
an’s experience as director of the Uni-
versity Book Store qualifies him as
something of an expert in the business
field.

Lastly, the rector does what he can
to enrich the social life of his residents.
This is done largely through coopera-
tion with the Office of Student Affairs,
which has jurisdiction over campus
social activities, and also by encourag-
ing and aiding in hall projects con-
ducted by the students themselves, such
as mixers and picnics.

Dillon Hall, the largest on campus,
has Father Lawrence Broestl as “boss-

man.” Now in his seventh year as
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rector, this crew-cut, quick-witted priest
has no less than eight prefects to aid
him in guiding 444 Dillonites through
their junior year. Night checks, week-
end permissions, and similar routines
take a good deal of the Dillon rector’s
time, but to Father Broestl the biggest
problem, especially in the autumn sea-
son, is the overzealousness of newly-
elected hall officers who think that
progress and change are synonymous.
“The trouble is,” explains the patient
rector, “that after they’re gone, we have
to live with their changes.”

Rectors of some of the smaller halls
prefer the intimacy of “chapel chats”
for making announcements pertinent to
hall life. However, a chat with the
troops of Dillon would be so intimate
as to approach that of the proverbial
“sardines in a can,” so Father Broestl
ordinarily reverts to a frequent mimeo-
graphed epistle which accomplishes the
desired back-patting and whip-crack-
ing.

Father Broestl’s working day is his
whole day, from awakening to retiring.
He 1s on the go before most of the
students have heard their alarm clocks
in the morning, and he is awake after
they have reset those mechanical gad-
gets and hit the sack.

And Father Broestl is no exception;
his life is the average rector’s life,
except that he has more students.

There are many unpleasant duties
connected with the jobs of Notre
Dame’s “parents,” especially if offenses
are committed by students. “This
hurts me more than it hurts you,”
seems to be the sentiment of the priest
when he has to clamp down on an
errant underling. The efforts of the
well-meaning rector or prefect are ap-
preciated at least inwardly by the stu-
dents. Often the appreciation is more
manifest. ‘Consider the case of the
late Father John “Pop” Farley—a be-
loved Sorin Hall rector for many years
and a Notre Dame ‘tradition’ to stu-
dents of a generation ago. So beloved,
in fact, that they named Farley Hall
in memory of him.

“Learning to live with people” may
be a time-worn cliche but it also is
one of the well-known features of a
Notre Dame education. Young men
with varied economic backgrounds,
who are from different sections of the
country, have the privilege of friendly
association with each other in the ‘hall
system’. It forms an integral part of
the educational pattern at Notre Dame
—the training of the whole man in
moral, responsible leadership.
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Extracils from Father Broestl’s mimeo-
graphed letters to Dillon Hall
residents:

is Man a Rationa! Animal?

It may seem strange that I
should ask this question: Is man
a rational animal? But if you
were to enter the TV room short-
ly after our intellectuals have just
viewed a program contributing to
their mental growth, you would
tend to doubt man’s rationality.
The room, decorated and out-
fitted at great expense and with
extreme care, resembles a hog
pen. Now, I don’t object to your
being comfortable, and I would
hesitate to draw up a list of rules
and regulations for the TV room.
But it seems to me that with
everyone exercising a bit of care,
the ash trays could be used for
your butts, and used food con-
tainers could be deposited in the
waste basket without inconveni-
encing anyone. At least it is worth
a try.

An OIld Refrain

We are accustomed to hear on
football Saturdays: Your car is
locked and your motor is run-
ning! Here in Dillon we have
some human motors that are in-
deed running, in this case breath-
ing, but we seem to get little
activity from them. As usual we
had a few locked or closed eyes

this past week. Again we say that
for those who failed to make
morning checks we extend the
many advantages of the campus
for the rest of the week. Simply
put, the following young men are
campused until the week-end.

Monday Morning Blues

The Blues now change to Or-
chids since we would like to com-
pliment the Football Team on
bringing the interhall champion-
ship to Dillon. It was what is
usually referred to as a titanic
struggle. Indeed, both teams
roared up and down the field—
between the 40-yard lines—but
late in the final quarter the de-
cisive score was made by a charg-
ing defense. Only one big prob-
lem remains. Where shall we put
the huge trophy which the Stu-
dent Senate certainly contem-
plates presenting to the hall?
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