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A liberal educator may take several
lines of approach to the subject of
education in the world today.

He may take a critical, patronizing
look at all other kinds of modern edu-
cation, weigh them in the balance, and
find them wanting. The next step is to
conclude that all forms of education,
other than liberal education, are not
truly educative and that, therefore, he
alone, with others of his kind, are truly
educating students. This is what I
would call the complacent approach.

Another common approach to lib-
eral education in the world today is to
assume that it alone prepares students
to face and to respond successfully to
the crucial challenges of our times. This
I would call the slogan approach. Un-
fortunately, like the four freedoms for

bility. I would call this the snobbish,
or old family approach. Even more
than the other approaches, this repre-
sents a very uncritical look at liberal
education in the world today.

I think that the characteristic and
traditional values of liberal education
should be restudied in the light of all
the developments that have further
complicated man’s life since the Mid-
dle Ages. Complications need not be
cursed, for they too may lead to the
good life if understood and used wisely.
I would underscore the need for unity
of knowledge in our day, so that hu-
manists and scientists, philosophers and
theologians can begin to talk to each
other instead of only to themselves. I
would lastly suggest that our heritage
of Christian culture may provide us
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all the world, or the earlier, war to end
all wars, the desired goal is not ob-
tained by the mere enunciation of the

with a workable key to the integration
of the new and the old in liberal edu-
cation. At least it provides us with a
basic and unified view of man and his
God, man and his world, man in the
face of objective truth and value — all
of which is largely garbled, disinte-
grated, and fragmented in much of
liberal education today.

Liberal education, true to its best
traditions, flexible in assimilating all
that is humanly valuable in education,
can be a great directive and inspira-
tional force in the world. But liberal
education still has to find itself, despite
the great changes, within and without,
if it is to survive, much less light a
beacon in the darkness.
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slogan. Nevertheless, this approach
still gives aid and solace to many lib-
eral arts educators, even though the
problems loom larger and more crucial
and more frustrating every day despite
the presence of ever-increasing numbers
of liberal arts graduates in the modern
world.

A third approach to liberal education
in the world today is to accept and to
bless it in its totality, for the above and
other like reasons, but mainly because
liberal education has been with us for
a long span of centuries, back to the
Greeks, as the saying goes. Liberal
education has been the standard equip-
ment of many very respectable people
and, therefore, should continue to be
in the present and future, as it has been
in the past, the hallmark of respecta-
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Thousands more watched and listened

to television and

dent D
honorary doctor of laws degree and delivered

rest

by John N. Cackley, Jr.

P
raduating class at exercises held on the Mall

the commencement address to Notre Dame’s 115th
before an impressive campus audience of 10,000

persons.
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radio broadcasts of the cere-
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Thomas A. Dooley, famed jungle surgeon in south-

east Asia and N.D. alumnus
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rchbishop of Milan

Archbishop Martin

. O’Connor, Rector of the North American Col-
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monies.
The June 5 program was also the occasion

for awarding doctorates to His Eminence G

Battista Cardinal Mont
and celebrant of the Baccalaureate Mass
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Honorary degree recipients and Laetare Medalist pose with Father Hesburgh. First row (L. to I.{.): Laetare Medalist
Dr. Shuster, Archbishop O’Connor, President Eisenhower, Father Hesburgh, Cardinal Montini and Dr. Belaunde.
Second row (left to right): Dr. Waterman, Mr. Grace, Dr. Holland, Dr. Dooley, Dr. Gould and Dr. Sontag.

president of W. R. Grace and Company, New
York City, and a member of the University’s
Associate Board of Lay Trustees; Dr. Laurence
M. Gould, President of Carleton College, North-
field, Minn.; Dr. Alan T. Waterman, Director of
the National Science Foundation, Washington,
D. C.; Dr. Kenneth Holland, President of the
Institute of International Education, New York
City; and Dr. Raymond J. Sontag, Chairman of
the Department of History, University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley.

The 1960 Laetare Medal, given annually to
an outstanding American Catholic layman, was
presented to Dr. George N. Shuster, retired presi-
dent of Hunter College in New York City and a
former student and teacher of English at Notre
Dame.

In a 20-minute address President Eisenhower
especially urged those with college training to ac-
cept civic responsibilities and emphasized that “we
need intelligent, creative, steady political leader-
ship as at no time before in our history. There
must be more talent in government — the best
our nation affords. We need it in county, city,
state and Washington.”

Jabbing back verbally at Communist leader
Khrushchev, without mentioning him by name,
Mr. Eisenhower asserted that “the enemies of
human dignity lurk in a thousand places — in
governments that have become spiritual waste-
lands, and in leaders that brandish angry epithets,
slogans, and satellites. But equally certain it is
that freedom is imperiled where peoples, worship-
ping material success, have become emptied of
idealism. Peace with justice cannot be attained
by peoples where opulence has dulled the spirit
— where indifference has supplanted moral and
political responsibility.”

The President said, “We do not want a gov-
ernment with a philosophy of incessant meddling,
which imposes a smothering mist on the sparks
of initiative. We do not want a government that
permits every noisy group to force upon society
an endless string of higher subsidies that solve
nothing and undermine the collective good of
the nation.” He continued, “We do want a gov-
ernment that assures the security and general wel-
fare of the nation in concord with the philosophy
of Abraham Lincoln, who insisted that government
should do, and do only, the things which people

Governor Harold W. Handley of Indiana and Father

Cardinal Montini presents the
Hesburgh greet the President at St. Joseph County Airport.

Laetare Medal to Dr. Shuster.




cannot do for themselves.”

The President told members of the senior class
that, “I hope some of you will enter the public
service, either in elective, career, or appointive
office. Most of the top posts in government in-
volve manifold questions of policy. In these posi-
tions we have a particular need for intelligent,
educated, selfless persons from all walks of life.

“I believe that each of you should, if called,
be willing to devote one block of your life to gov-
ernment service.”

Mr. Eisenhower forcefully pointed out that
those who enjoy the blessings of higher education
have a special responsibility. He stated, “To
serve the nation well you must, for example, help
seek out able candidates for office and persuade
them to offer themselves to the electorate. To be
most effective you should become active in a
political party and in civic and professional or-
ganizations. In short, you should undertake,
according to your own intelligently formed con-
victions, a personal crusade to help the political
life of the nation soar as high as human wisdom
can make it.”

In reference to certain critics, the President
stressed that, “We ought not to make it inordi-
nately difficult for a man to undertake a public
post and then to return to his own vocation. In
the public service, one must obviously have no
selfish end to serve, but citizens should not, in-
variably, be required to divest themselves of in-
vestments accumulated over a lifetime in order
to qualify for public office. . . . We need to review
carefully the conflict-of-interest restrictions which
have often prohibited the entry into government
of men and women who had much to offer their
country.”

The President, in commenting on those areas
shielded by the Iron Curtain said, “This is no
time to whimper, complain, or fret about helping
other peoples, if we really intend that freedom
shall emerge triumphant over tyranny.

His Eminence Giovanni Battista Cardinal Montini
of Milan was celebrant of the Baccalaureate Mass.
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Father Hesburgh conferred an honorary
doctor of laws degree on the President.

“Complicating the lives of all of us today we
know that in the dimly-lit regions behind the
Iron Curtain, eight hundred million people are
denied the uncountable blessings of progress in
freedom, and compelled to develop vast means
of destructive power. Elsewhere, among the un-
derdeveloped countries of the world, a billion
people look to America as a beacon that con-
fidently lights the path to human progress in
freedom.”

In concluding his remarks the President
stated, “We must insist that our educated young
men and women — our future leaders — willingly,
joyously play a pivotal part in the endless adven-
ture of free government. The vital issues of free-
dom or regimentation, public or private control
of productive resources, a religiously-inspired or
an atheistic society, a healthy economy or depres-
sion, peace or war — these are the substance of
political decision and action. Neglect of our civic
responsibilities will be a greater danger to a free
America than any foreign threat can ever pose;
but an enlightened, dedicated people, studiously
and energetically performing their political duties
will insure us a future of ever-rising standards of
spiritual, cultural and material strength. These
duties and these opportunities must demand the
dedicated attention of all the people, especially
all who have so profoundly benefitted from our
vast educational system.

“My heartiest congratulations on the splendid
preparation the members of this graduating class
have received for exercising the leadership which
this great Republic must have as it faces the prob-
lems, the trials and the bright opportunities of
the future.”

The event was covered by more than 200 re-
porters, photographers, television and radio person-

nel, and a contingent of the White House press
corps.

President Eisenhower flew direct to South
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Bend from West Point, New York, where he was
attending the forty-fifth class anniversary of his
graduation from the U. S. Military Academy. He
returned to the Academy at the conclusion of his
speech to the Notre Dame seniors.

A tremendous welcoming crowd, estimated at
200,000, applauded the President along the seven-
mile route from the airport to the University.
Father Hesburgh, Governor Harold W. Handley
of Indiana, Mayor Edward F. Voorde of South
Bend, and other dignitaries officially met the
President when he arrived. Approximately 10,000
persons were at the airport as the presidential
plane, Columbine III, touched down at 11:15 a.m.
The campus area set aside for the commence-
ment ceremonies was marked by a colorful display
of all 84 United Nations flags. Diplomas were
presented to about 1,280 undergraduate and
graduate students of the 1960 Class.

The President congratulates Dr. Dooley who
received an honorary doctor of science degree.
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President Eisenhower and Father Hesburgh review honor guard consisting of R.O.T.C. students.

Photographs by M. Bruce Harlan, °49, Chief Photographer,
University of Notre Dame.

The University of Notre Dame
confers the degree of
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
on

the revered leader of his people and of the world’s
peoples desirous of freedom, justice, and peace on
earth. Among men everywhere today he stands
as the very image, the very embodiment of human
decency, integrity, and courage. More service and
sacrifice have been asked of him than of any other
citizen of his generation; and they have been
gladly and generously given. To lead the Allied
cause to the victory of the Second World War
was a stupendous achievement. But no less great
is his tireless and exhaustive effort in these dec-
ades to achieve the unity and community of free
countries in the face of immense dangers and to
direct American participation in the establishment
of moral principle and moral order in the violent
and confused society of the second half of the
Twentieth Century. We welcome him as the most
eminent and most popular statesman of his time;
and we hail him for the wisdom and the balance
of common sense with which he has conducted
ithe unimaginably complex affairs and borne the
awesome burdens and responsibilities of the highest
‘office of our land. In the exercise of his office, he
‘has given new form, new life, and new hope to
the present age. So we would honor him now,
with fullest warmth of confidence and pride,
because of the serene force of his realistic patience
and Christian idealism as he contributes daily to
the salvation of the nations. On

The Honorable Dwight David Eisenhower
President of the United States




Edward J. Mahon
Is Loyal

University Employee

This year Edward J. Mahon will observe his fiftieth
anniversary as a loyal and valued employee of the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. A native of Athlone, Ireland,
Eddie is currently in charge of the Chemistry Depart-
ment’s supply room and distributes thousands of chem-
icals and various pieces of laboratory equipment to stu-
dents in the College of Science.

Mahon has presided over the chemistry stock room
during the administration of eight Notre Dame presi-
dents. He has been “on the job” when many Notre Dame
men entered as freshmen and a few years later received
their doctorate degrees.

How Eddie Mahon came to Notre Dame a half-
century ago is a story in itself. Eddie was working
in a Dublin publishing house, he relates, when a priest
came in to order some books. The priest took some of
the books with him, but asked that the others be shipped
to him at Notre Dame. The priest, Rev. John W. Cav-
anaugh, G.S.C., then president of Notre Dame (1905-
1919), asked the young Irishman if he ever thought about
coming to America. Within the year Mahon sailed for
the United States, came directly to see the only Amer-
ican he had met, and has been at Notre Dame ever since.

In his early years at Notre Dame, Mahon was known
around the campus as an accomplished dancer. He ap-
peared in several campus shows and recalls that Rockne
himself was no stranger behind the footlights. Eddie
often appeared professionally on the stage in Ireland
and more than once was on the same program with
singer John McCormack, who, like Mahon, came from
Athlone. One of Eddie’s fondest memories is the occa-
sion in 1933 when his fellow townsman McCormack
came to Notre Dame to receive the Laetare Medal.

When Mahon arrived at Notre Dame in 1911, he
worked in the students accounts office and later had
charge of the waiters in the old refectory before taking

over his present post. Literally thousands of Notre Dame
men have passed through the University’s chemistry lab-
oratories during Mahon’s tenure. Eddie has never taken
a chemistry course and claims to know nothing about
the subject. But his patience and kindness have helped
many students who were discouraged when a complicated
experiment went wrong.

Mahon requires that all laboratory apparatus be re-
turned to the supply room “clean and dry.” Generations
of Notre Dame chemistry students have tried to return
equipment that was otherwise, but few have succeeded.
Occasionally, a glass vessel loaned to a student will break,
and sometimes the student will claim the equipment was
defective to begin with. According to a veteran faculty
member, Eddie Mahon will listen to the student’s story
with remarkable sympathy and patience-—and then
charge him for the broken item!

The Mahons are a Notre Dame family if there ever
was one. Eddie married Annie Monahan in the campus
church and their four children were baptized and con-
firmed there. Their son Joe is employed at Notre Dame’s
Lobund Institute. A daughter, Sister Mary Mellita,
R.S.M., teaches at Grand Haven, Michigan. Another
daughter, Mrs. John Loritsch, is married to the manager
of General Electric’s chemical division who received his
Ph.D. at Notre Dame.

Tragedy came to the Mahon family in 1951 when
another son, Maury, a 1950 Notre Dame graduate and
an FBI agent, died in a plane crash. But even in re-
calling such a sad occasion, Eddie Mahon can still smile.
It was then that he received letters of sympathy from
scores of Notre Dame men in every part of the country
who came to know and admire the little Irishman in
the chemistry stock room.

Faculty members, students and alumni agree that
Notre Dame’s chemistry departinent wouldn’t be the
same without Eddie Mahon. It is men of his character,
spirit and devotion who in their own lifetime have helped
transform Notre Dame from a small obscure school in
northern Indiana to a university famous the world over.
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by James E. Murphy

The author has been Director of Public Information at
the University of Notre Dame since 1952,

Like few buildings on the campus, the Notre Dame
Library serves the entire University community. Just as
Sacred Heart Church is the center of religious life, the
library is the hub of academic activity. There, a fresh-
man only a few weeks out of high school rubs elbows
at the card catalogue with a postdoctoral student. Near-
by a Holy Cross priest reads The American Journal of
Sociology, and a lay professor makes notes for a technical
paper to be presented at a professional meeting. Quietly,
earnestly, students and teachers together go about the
business of a university: the pursuit of knowledge.

With the largest enrollment in its history as well as
stepped-up academic standards, Notre Dame has actually
outgrown its 43-year-old library. From breakfast time
until 10 p.m. its reading rooms are generally filled, and
when examinations are in the offing, it’s virtually “Stand-
ing Room Only.” Construction will begin next year on
a magnificent new library which is destined to have a
great impact on the University’s intellectual life for
decades to come. Even today one can see the indis-
pensable role the library plays on the college campus.
One can conceive of a fine library apart from a uni-
versity, but it is difficult to conceive of a truly great
university without a correspondingly great library.

What brings the student to the library? Most often
it’s a daily class assignment or a book “on reserve” that

The New Library

Architectural plans for the new library are being
prepared by Ellerbe and Company, St. Paul, Minn,
Notre Dame is confident that alumni, non-alumni
friends, corporations and foundations will contri-
bute generously when personally contacted by vol-
unteer workers during the year ahead.

Cost now is estimated at $8,000,000.
Construction to begin in 1961.

Seating for half of the student body at one
ime,

Provision for 172 to 2 million volumes.
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must be read. Just about all courses at Notre Dame
require outside reading, and there are some courses that
have no texts, relying entirely on lectures and library
sources. According to a library aide, Carlton Hayes’
A Political and Cultural History of Europe is always in
great demand, and The Basic Writings of St. Thomas
Aquinas are a standard reference for students in theology
and philosophy courses.

Every Notre Dame student has to write several term
papers, perhaps a thesis, and it is next to impossible to
do so without recourse to the library. On one typical day
recently senior Paul Priebe, Rochester, Minn., was using
the CONGRESSIONAL ALMANAC for research on his thesis,
“Parity Policies on Agricultural Price Supports.”
At an adjoining table English major Bill Heaphy, Bridge-
port, Conn., was reading a Henry James novel in prepa-
ration for his thesis on the celebrated author. And across
the room, a nun enrolled in the Graduate School was
researching a term paper on “The New Deal” by scanning
The Secret Diary of Harold L. Ickes.

But books aren’t the only source of material at the
library, of course. In our fast-moving world, today’s
New Yorxk TiMEs may be the most authoritative source
for information on school desegregation or the newest
satellite aloft. The Notre Dame library regularly receives
approximately 25 metropolitan newspapers and scores
of learned journals and periodicals. One library spokes-
man reports that students don’t have much time for rec-
reational reading, but they do drop by to check
ComMONWEAL’s stand on a controversial issue or to
read the profile of a national figure in Tme New
YorkER. Students seem to enjoy particularly reading
microfilm copies of newspapers of fifty or a hundred
years ago.

Aside from class assignments, term papers and other
research, many students bring their texts to the Notre
Dame Library to study. Yves Dauge, a graduate ex-
change student from the University of Paris, spends
from 25 to 35 hours a week at the library. Henry Burns,
a Buffalo, N. Y., sophomore living in Morrissey Hall,
does most of his studying at the library nearby. For some
time, University authorities have realized that Notre
Dame’s seventeen residence halls, filled to over capacity
and with the distractions of radio and TV sets, are not
ideal for serious study. The new library will probably
seat up to half the student body at one time.

Today, if you stand by the library’s main entrance
long enough, youw’ll encounter all of Notre Dame stu-

dents, from Abel, Edward J., to Zywert, George B.
Their visits to the library will be for purposes as varied
as the University itself and all the branches of knowledge
it embraces. They may be looking up the properties of
ACTH or a text by Hendrik Zwaardemaker. Whatever
their mission, chances are, they’ll leave the library with
new facts or a different and more informed perspective
on some facet of the world about them.





































