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Schmidt, Weber elected Pres., V.P.

With 51.9 percent of vote, ticket narrowly defeats Burdick-Sanchez in run-off election

By MADELINE BUCKLEY

News Writer.

Junior Grant Schmidt and
sophomore Cynthia Webher
won the election for student
body president and vice pres-
ident with 51.9 percent of the
vote in one of the closest elec-
tions in recent years, accord-
ing to Judicial Council presi-
dent George Chamberlain.

Schmidt and Weber defeat-
ed juniors Laura Burdick and
Derek Sanchez, who received
48.1 percent of the vote.

Slightly less than half the
undergraduate student body,
or 3,942 students, voted

Thursday, Chamberlain said.
The Schmidt-Weber ticket
received 1,886 votes while
the Burdick-Sanchez ticket
grabbed 1,746 votes.
Chamberlain said the 310
votes to abstain were exclud-
ed from the denominator
used to derive the percent-
ages, but if the abstaining
votes had been included, nei-
ther candidate would have
received the necessary 50
percent to win the election.
“This is the closest run-off
.election 1"have seen in my
time here,” Chamberlain said.
Schmidt said he is happy
with the high veoier turnout
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Spring break
on despite

recession

By FRAN TOLAN

News Writer

By AMANDA GRAY

News Writer

This spring break, the economy has
had an effect on travel and prices,
according to Anthony Travel’s Leisure
Manager Kayleen Carr. But it’s an
effect that benefits the traveler.

“Prices are cheaper,” Carr said.
“Similar packages are cheaper this
year than last year.”

There isn’t a noticeable change in
the amount of people vacationing, Carr
said.

Vacation destination trends are
slightly different. Cruises and cruise
packages were the popular item last
year, Carr said, while this year land
packages, including airfare, hotel
rooms, and irr some cases, food and
drinks, are the most popular choice.

“Compared to last year, students are
getting a better deal because the pack-
ages are all-inclusive,” Carr said.

The average cost of these all-inclu-
sive packages is $850, she said.

Prices for flights are also down
because of lower fuel costs, Carr said.

“People are paying $500 for hotel
and airfare this year, what last year
would have gotten them just airfare,”
she said. :

Carr said companies are also adver-
tising plenty of last-minute deals to
bring in more customers.

All of these cheap prices have been
good for Anthony Travel.

“We've had more spring break busi-
ness than last year,” Carr said.

This year’s most popular Spring
Break destination for students is
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, Carr said.
Other popular destinations are Riviera
Maya, which is south of Cancun, and
Punta Cana, in the Dominican
Republic.

At halftime of the Notre
Dame men’s basketball game
againsi Louisville Thursday,
the team honored four United
States soldiers that were
injured in combat .in

Afghanistan.
The four “Wounded
Warriors” — Lance Corporal

Anthony Villarreal, Staff
Sergeant Leroy Petry, Staff
Sergeant Dillon Behr and Staff
Sergeant Freddie De Los
Santos — were greeted at
midcourt by a standing ova-

see HALFTIME/page 4

Veterans honored at halftime

Basketball fans give ‘Wounded Warriors’ standing ovation

-
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Members of the “Wounded Warriors” were honored at
halftime of the men’s basketball game Thursday.

Donations
down; ND
fares better
than peers

By AARON STEINER

Assistant News Editor

While donations to the
University “certainly have been .
affected by the economic down-
turn,” the University has fared
better than most of its peers,
Notre Dame’s Vice President for
University Relations Lou Nanni
said Thursday.

Nanni said his office has seen
a measurable impact on
fundraising given the current
economic situation, which he
called “unprecedented in most
of our lifetimes.”

In the most recent seven-
month period, the University
raised slightly over $157 million
in cash, pledges and deferred
gifts, down almost 90 million
from the previous year, which
Nanni said was a record year
for donations.

“The situation has affected
philanthropic giving across the
board, and Notre Dame’s not
immune to that,” Nanni said.

He emphasized that Notre
Dame has fared better than its
peers.

“Relative to other schools,
we’'ve been doing reasonably
well,” he said. “We have a very
loyal following in alumni, par-
ents and friends. ... We're really,
really privileged in terms of the
adhesion and loyalty [of
donors].”

Nanni called Notre Dame a

see DONATION/page 6
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Irish Gardens peddling flowers

Student-run business promotes wares in anticipation of Valentine’s Day celebrations

By LIZ O'DONNEL

News Writer .

With Valentine’s Day on
Saturday, student-run
business Irish Gardens is
‘using the occasion to
advertise its name on cam-
pus as well as accommo-
date the hundreds of stu-
dents who have placed
orders for bouquets.

“We are hoping to pro-
mote our name around
campus,” student manager
Mary Kathleen Julien said.
“We want the campus com-
munity to be aware that
we are around campus.”

Irish Gardens is a stu-
dent-run business on cam-

pus. Julien and three other
student managers, Mary
McDougall, Sara Snider
and Michelle Maloney,
oversee the business.

They are currently in the
middle of their Valentine’s
Day campaign, which
Maloney said is one of
their busiest times of the
year.

“It is definitely busy
around Valentine’s Day
every year, it is absolutely
packed,” she said. “This is
our first themed campaign,
and we are hoping to pro-
mote the store as much as
possible.”

To promote the event,

see FLOWERS/page 6

DAN JA%OBS[The Observer
Jacyin Klaus and Mary Kathleen Julien, employees at Irish Gardens,

show off arrangements for sale at their shop.
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INSIDE COLUMN
Valentine’s
Day don’ts

With Valentine’s Day fast approach-
ing, many Notre Dame students may
need help figuring out what to buy for
that special someone.

Unfortunately, I can’t help you.

This was made

abundantly clear to Irena Zajickova

me when an

anonymous male News Wire
friend asked me " Editor
what he should

give his girlfriend,

and then shot all of

my suggestions down. Apparently, 'm
too stupid to know what girls want for
Valentine’s Day. Even though I am, in
fact, a girl who wants stuff for
Valentine’s Day. ’

However, I'm pretty sure that I'm
qualified to tell you what NOT to buy.
I've been subjected to many awful gifts.

Below, I've compiled a handy list of
presents that you should avoid at all
costs.

For him:
uA decorative box. Boys don'’t store

their belongings in decorative boxes.
Unless the box is decorated with beef
jerky or pictures of attractive sports-
caster Erin Andrews, skip this one.
uSweaters for his dog. The only way
your boyfriend will appreciate this is if
he aspires to be an eighty-year-old
woman.

uAny kind of ceramic figurine. What'’s
he supposed to do with it? Collect and
trade them amongst his friends?

uA stuffed animal that’s dressed exactly
like you. I don’t understand why anyone
would buy this for someone they love.
Why don’t you just wallpaper your
boyfriend’s room with giant pictures of
your face?

For her: )
uAn exercise video or a bathroom scale.

Even if your girlfriend hasput on
weight, I don’t think Valentine’s Day is
the best time to remind her of it.
uLow-fat chocolate. Same reason.
uAnything targeted toward elementary-
school children. I once jokingly said I
wanted a “Barbie: Fairytopia” DVD dur-
ing a trip to the mall. I got it two weeks
later for my birthday. Last time I
checked, I'm not five.

uJewelry followed by the phrase “If you
don’t like it, my mom said she wanted
it.” Unfortunately, this is yet another
true story from my life.

uAny kind of weird food. For example,
cooking a romantic dinner complete
with salad made with lettuce and mush-
rooms from your pet iguana’s food dish.
This happened to a friend of mine, and
is the opposite of a fun evening.

For anyornie:

uA his-and-hers gravestone. Yes, such
an item actually exists. This doesn’t say,
“I love you.” It says, “One day [ may kill
you in your sleep.”

Hopefully my suggestions were help-
ful and all of you were able 1o steer
clear of getting your sweetie anything
as stupid as the gifts I listed above. If
you'd like to thank me, I'll be spending
Valentine’s Day in my room, watching
“Barbie: Fairytopia” and eating some
low-fat chocolate.

The views expressed in the Inside
Column are these of the author and
not necessarily those of The Observer.

Contact Irena Zajickova at
izajicko@nd.edu

QUuESTION OF THE DAY: WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR VALENTINE’S DAY?

Billy Cowhey Sarah Gatens Mike Sheehy Michael D'Netto
freshman Jreshman Jreshman Jreshman
Keough Welsh Family Keough Keough
“When is that “You mean “Finding true “Finding true
again?” Singles love at U of M.” love back at

Awareness home.”
Day?”
IN BRIEF

PAT COVENEY/The Observer

Fans smile for the camera as they cheer at the Notre Dame men’s basket-
ball game Thursday. The team beat Loulsville 90-57, ending a seven game

losing streak.

OFFBEAT

Woman loses record-break-
ing fingernails in crash

SALT LAKE CITY — A Utah
woman listed in the Guinness
Book of World Records for
her long fingernails has lost
them in a car crash. Lee
Redmond of Salt Lake City
sustained serious but non-
life-threatening injuries in
the accident Tuesday.

Redmond’s nails, which
hadn’t been cut since 1979,
were broken in the crash.
According to the Guinness
Web site, her nails measured
a total of more than 28 feet
long in 2008, with the longest
nail on her right thumb at 2
feet, 11 inches.

Salt Lake County Sheriff’s

Lt. Don Hutson says
Redmond was ejected from
an SUV in the crash and
taken to the hospital in seri-
ous condition.

Redmond has been fea-
tured on TV in episodes of
“Guinness Book of World
Records” and “Ripley’s
Believe It or Not.”

Woman charged for sell-
Ing neighbors’ dogs

COLUMBIA, Pa. — A 27-
year-old central
Pennsylvania woman is in
the doghouse after alleged-
ly selling her neighbors’

- West Highland terriers on

Craigslist for $150.
Brandi Anderson of

Columbia says she found
the tagless purebred dogs
last week and didn’t know
the owner. She maintains
that she kept the two dogs
for a few days, then sold
them so they’d have a good
home.

Police charged her with
theft of lost property. They
say she didn’t take reason-
able measures to find the
owner.

The owner told the
Lancaster Intelligencer
Journal that she and her
family live on the same
block as Anderson.

Information compiled
Jfrom the Associated Press.

Ten Years Hence Lecture
Series will present a lecture
entitled, “Sustainability:
Past, Present and Future
from a Corporate View.”
Friday in the Jordan
Auditorium in the Mendoza
College of Business. The lec-
ture will take place between
10:40 a.m. to 12:10 p.m.

The annual Edith Stein
Project will take 'place
throughout the day today.
The conference will address
women’s issues which will
include speakers, a Mass,
meals. Saint Mary’s and
Notre Dame students are
invited free of charge, but
must register at https://mar-
ketplace.nd.edu/cce/index.c
fm.

The Pasquerilla East
Musical Company (PEMCo.)
will show the musical “The
Producers” tonight and
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in
Washington Hall. Tickets
are available at the
LaFortune box office, $6-for
students and $8 general
admission.

The Student Union Board
(SUB) will show “Twilight”
in 101 DeBartolo Hall
tonight and Saturday at
8:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m..
Tickets are $3.

The Browning Cinema will
present the film “Welcome
to Sarajevo” Saturday at
9:30 p.m. The event is free
but ticketed. Tickets can be
obtained by calling 574-631-
2800.

To submit information to be
included in this section of The
Observer, e-mail detailed
information about an event to
obsnews@nd.edu.

CORRECTIONS

The Observer regards itself as a professional publica-
tion and strives for the highest standards of journal-
ism at all rimes. We do, however, recognize that we

will make mistakes. If we have made a mistake,
please contact us at 631-4541 so we can
COITECL OUr error.
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Sophomores to host
parents over weekend

By ALICIA SMITH

News Writer

Sophomore Parents’ Weekend,
a time for parents to participate
in activities with their daughters,
kicks off at Saint Mary’s College
today.

Sophomore Rachel Flaherty
said she is looking forward to
spending time with her family.

“I am very excited for
Sophomore Parent’s Weekend
because it allows my parents to
come to Saint Mary’s College and
see the places that I spend my
time at away from home,”
Flaherty said.

For Katie Brown, the weekend
will be an opportunity for her to
see her parents outside of breaks.

“My mom hasn’t been on cam-
pus since move in at the begin-
ning of the year, so I am excited
for her to see everything again,”
Brown said.

The weekend contains many
different events planned to help
students bond with their parents
while at school. On Friday, there
will be a silent auction. Parents
and students are invited to take

part in bingo, a special Mass and
a dinner on Saturday.

Meg Griffin, the president of the
class of 2011, oversaw the plan-
ning of this event.

“Sophomore Parents’ weekend
is the first in a series of weekends
designed to allow girls to show off
their campus and college experi-
ence to their parents,” Griffin
said. “This is a great opportunity
for parents to see where their
daughters live and work, and
who they interact with on a daily
basis.”

About 350 students and par-
ents will be attending the week-
end.

“The purpose of this weekend
is to create a bonding experience
with parents and daughters and
celebrate their daughter’s educa-
tion,” Griffin said.

“I wanted my parents to come

. to this weekend so that they could

spend time with me at my home
away from home, and also so we
could have fun doing things we
wouldn’t normally get to do,”
Flaherty said. "

Contact Alicia Smith at
asmith01@saintmarys.edu

Campus celebrates Darwin

Scientist’s 200th birthday observed with party, poetry slam event

By TESS CIVANTOS

News Writer

Charles Darwin has been
dead for 127 years, but over
80 Notre Dame students and
faculty members celebrated
his 200th birthday with a
party and poetry slam event
Thursday night.

Professor Hope Hollocher of
the biology department
organized the event, which
was sponsored by both the
biology department and Notre
Dame’s Environmental
Research Center.

“The biology department
hadn’t organized anything
fun for the ‘Darwin at Notre
Dame’ series, and his birth-
day was still open, so we
planned this,” Hollocher said.

The audience drank tea and
munched on scones while 23
students and Hollocher’s
seven-year-old daughter per-
formed the poems they had
written. )

Hollocher helped judge the
poetry competition, along
with English professor John

Wilkinson, biology graduate
student Matthew Barnes and
Cici Holley, a senior biology
student.

The event brought students
and faculty from different
disciplines together.

“This event is a confluence
of science and the arts, a
chance to see how those two
things meshed,” Hollocher
said. “There’s this idea of dif-
ferent departments getting
together. It’s really cross-dis-
ciplinary.”

The judges graded the
poéms on form, performance,
content and humor. Audience
cheers determined the win-
ner of an audience apprecia-
tion category.

The overall winners were
Kyle Rocca and Angela Salvo,
whose poem honored all the
scientists before Darwin
whose efforts helped his dis-
coveries. Mentioning
Mendel’s peas,
Leeuwenhoek’s microscope,
and many others, their poem
concluded, “The past we
must remember, but the
future lies with you.”

The poems included limer-
icks, haikus and sonnets, and
addressed topics ranging
from the Great Tennessee
Monkey trial to Darwin’s
famous trip on the H.M.S.
Beagle.

Grace Ho wrote a letter to
Darwin from the perspective
of the pigeons he raised for
research. Her poem, “Dear
Darwin, Love Pigeon,” won
the form category.

Gabriel Pham wrote a
tongue-in-cheek limerick
about how evolution and nat-
ural selection make it difficult
for guys who lack financial
stability to mate.

“A disclaimer, this poem is
a little risqué,” Pham said
before reading.

Biology student Cat Stecyk
and English major Michelle
Romeu teamed up to write
“One Fish, Two Fish, Red
Fish, Evolution Fish.”

“This was a cool idea,”
Romeu said. “It’s a fun way to
enjoy poetry and science.”

Contact Tess Civantos at
tcivanto@nd.edu

Edith Stein Project to discuss love, relationships, dignity

Fourth annual conference aims to empower men, women to ‘evaluate honestly their own lives and relationships’

By LAURA McCRYSTAL

News Writer

The fourth annual Edith Stein
Project will focus on issues relating
to love through a variety of events,
including 25 speakers and two

panel discussions.

“Our purpose is to engage men
and women in discussion on their
inherent worth and dignity in a
manner that is relevant to every-
day life, with an emphasis on the
dignity of women,” said senior
Caitilin Podlaski, the chair of the

conference. -

Podlaski said she hopes that

between 300 and 400 participants
will attend the conference on
Friday and Saturday. .

The conference presents views of

human dignity based on optimism
and the teachings of the Catholic

Church, she said. :

“We hope that this conference
compels and empowers men and
women to evaluate honestly their
own lives and relationships,” she
said.

Podlaski has attended each of the
four Edith Stein Projects, which is

A CEN G EGS T N TERNSHIPS

Get your application at http://ace.intern.googlepages.com/fhome

Monday,

March 23

Application deadline

Monday, April 20
Decision notification

Monday, April 27
Commitment deadline _

This opportunity is

available to those interested in
becoming ACE teachers after gradua-
tion and eager to work for ACE during their

senior years.

These paid internships will offer challenging work in
close collaboration with the ACE faculty and staff in a
variety of areas such as service opportunities for under-
graduates and outreach efforts to Catholic schools
locally and nationally.

We seek rising seniors who wish to serve as ACE
teachers after graduation and commit to do so as
the first step of their internships. Application for

these internships will thus include early appli-
cation to join ACE.

.

hosted by the Identity Project of
Notre Dame (idND). idND became
an official club after the first Edith
Stein Project in 2006, she said.

“It all began with a group of
friends with a passion for the beau-
ty and inherent worth of every per-
son,” she said.

Although online registration
closed Wednesday, Podlaski said
people could still attend as many of
the events as they like. Most events
will be held in McKenna Hall.

Two of the 25 speakers are Film,
Television and Theatre professors
Susan Ohmer and Don Crafton,
who will give a presentation on
“Love in Film and Television”
Friday evening.

The project’s Web site lists the
schedule of events, including
speakers on issues such as homo-
sexuality, contraception, family life
and healthy relationships.

The two panels during the con-
ference will feature student speak-
ers, who Podlaski said offer unique
perspectives on the issues.

According to the conference Web
site, Friday afternoon’s panel will
examine the hook-up culture and
how it is related to the difference
between internal and external
beauty. :

Podlaski said Saturday after-
noon’s panel concerns violence
against women.

“We have several students on
the panel, and some of them share
very personal stories,” she said. “It
is eye-opening and yet also very
inspiring.”

The conference concludes
Saturday evening with a formal
banquet.

Podlaski hopes that students will
experience new points of view by
attending the conference.

“People may or may not agree
with all of the positions presented,
but this is an academic confer-
ence,” she said. “Therefore, diverse
opinions are not only encouraged
but absohutely necessary for fruitful
dialogue and for the conference to
fulfill its mission.”

Contact Laura McCrystal at
Imceryst@nd.edu
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Election

continued from page 1

and the <close election
because close elections create
high expectations for the win-
ner.

“l want this position to be
earned,” he said.

Weber said the close elec-
tion puts more pressure on
the duo to perform well in
office.

“So many people voted, and
Derek and Laura had so many
supporters,” she said. “They
are going to hold us to a high
standard.”

Weber said she is confident
the Weber-Schmidt adminis-
tration will represent the
Burdick-Sanchez supporters.

Schmidt said the high voter
turnout is an indication of the
strength of both tickets.

“These four clearly repre-
sent the student body,” he
said.

Schmidt said he believes his
experience as student body
vice president along with
Weber’s current job as sopho-
more class president were
crucial in earning the win.

Weber said she believes
their grassroot campaign also
impacted the outcome of the
election.

“We took time to meet with
individual students and we
listened to what they want,”
she said.

As student bedy vice presi-
dent, Schmidt said he is in the
position to implement his
platform ideas right away.

“Since I'm in office this
year, a lot of our work will
start now,” he said. “There
are also things Bob and I
want to get done before his
term ends.”

The taxi reform plan, which
will offer students coupons to
cover cab fares, and the effort
to create cheaper options

when buying textbooks are
the top platform ideas on the
list, Schmidt said.

“If we are going to accom-
plish those we will have to
start now,” he said.

The promise of expanding
‘Grab n Go’ food options is
also a plan that will be imple-
mented quickly, he said.

Schmidt said he and Weber
want to continue to address
the frequent question from
students about what student
government actually does.

“Cynthia and I want to
make student government
more visible,” he said.

Despite their defeat,
Burdick and Sanchez said
they believe in their campaign
platform and will not aban-
don it.

“We will work on our plat-
form ideas without the title,”
Burdick said.

She said her and Sanchez
discussed the implementation
of their ideas with the neces-
sary departments during
campaigning, and they will
continue to do so next year.

Although she lost, Burdick
said she is happy with the
large number of students who
made the effort to vote.

“I think it’s saying some-
thing about the candidates
that this many people voted,”
she said. “Obviously both
tickets had a lot of support. It
wasn’t a blowout.”

Burdick emphasized that
her ticket only lost by 140
votes.

“That’s awfully close,” she
said.

Schmidt and Weber both
said they are excited and
ready to lead the student
body starting April 1.

“Right now, we are
pumped,” Schmidt said. “We
will continue to evaluate ways
to better Notre Dame.”

Contact Madeline Buckley at
mbuckley@nd.edu

Halftime

continued from page 1

tion from the sellout crowd
during intermission of the
home team’s '
win.

“It was a lot
to take in, emo-
tionally. 1 held
it in but it is a
weird experi-

“It was a lot to take
in, emotionally. I held
it in but it is a weird

experience.”

true heroes here.”

The halftime ceremony con-
sisted of a video tribute and
an acknowledgment at mid-
court of the four soldiers,
each of whom was presented
with a Notre Dame auto-
graphed bas-
ketball. After
the soldiers
received their
balls, the
crowd broke
out in chants

ence,” Lance of “U-S-A.”

Corporal Petry, whose
Villarreal said Lance Corporal son Landon
immediately Anthony Villarreal accompanied
after the trib- u.s Army' him to mid-

ute. “You just
think you went
over there and
did your job and you have all
these people appreciate you
in that way. It kind of makes
you grateful for what you've
done.”

The halftime
presentation
was part of
“Camo Night”

“I think it’s great that
as a University, we've

court, said the
crowd’s reac-
tion was emo-
tional for him.

“Having [Landon] here after
I’ve been wounded is great,”
Petry said. “I want to thank
everybody for
their support.”

Brey, mean-
while, said he
and his team

ét the Joyce  yone this camo night ™Might have
enler, an event owed exira
Notre Dame and honored [the thanks to the
coach Mike troops].” troops. Notre
Brey began last Dame was on
year. Every fan \ a seven-game
in attendance Mike Brey losing stgreak
received a cam-  men’s basketball coach  pefore blow-
ouflage T-shirt ing out
upon entering Louisville 90-
the game. 57.

In May 2007, Brey traveled
to Kuwait as part of
“Operation Hardwood,” a
four-day basketball tourna-
ment in which he coached a
team of service members.
After returning to the United
States, Brey said the trip was
one of the top five experi-
ences of his life.

“I think it’s great that as a
Universily, we’ve done this
camo night and honored [the
troops],” Brey said after
Thursday’s game. “This year,
though, we actually had some

NOTRE DAME

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
574/631-8222 » 800/522-6611
www.ndfcu.org

Calt or stop by your nearest Hoire Dame Federal Credit Union braneh for full mambership information. *Aomual Percentage Rale (APR). Rate of 7. 9%APB
valid ardy on batance frangters from another Snanci institution’s credit card. Payiments will apply to batances of 7.9%APR first, Accourts ane paymert
fate ravert to the Sandard prevaliing rale. Card issuance subject o credit review, Independent of the University.

“Those guys brought me
some good karma, I guess,”
Brey said. “I spent some time
in our reception area with
them at 2:00.”

Notre Dame point guard
Tory Jackson agreed, saying:
“The way they fight for us —
it was one of those things —
we kind of returned the favor
for them, fought for them a
little.”

Besides, the 5-foot-11
Jackson joked that he would
be afraid of the consequences
if the team were to lose.

“I think they were gonna
beat us up if we hadn’t won,”
he said with a laugh.

Unbeknownst to Jackson,
Petry said he was expecting
nothing less than a win.

“The team hasn’t been
doing very well. We got to
meet with-the coaches earlier
and we told them, ‘Hey, we're
letting you guys know we
came here to see you guys
win,’” he said.

Captain Joe Kosek, a Notre
Dame assistant professor and
former Notre Dame ROTC
cadet, said Brey was instru-
mental in organizing the half-
time ceremony.

“It’s amazing for me to see
that key players at the
University like Mike Brey are
takifig such steps to recog-
nize the soldiers abroad,”
Kosek said. “We just want to
try to make it as amazing as
we can for the Wounded
Warriors.”

Kosek said the men’s bas-
ketball program contacted
the Notre Dame Army ROTC
to help plan the event.

“As far as the Wounded
Warriors go, we didn’t really
have any role except helping
contact them,” he said.
“They’ve done a great job of
bringing them in. We've just
acted as a consultant for
their trip here, and figuring
out things they might want to
do when they’re here.”

All four soldiers sat court-
side for the Irish win. With
just over six minutes remain-
ing in the first half of the
game, the public address
announcer asked all veterans
and those currently serving
in the military to stand and
be recognized.

“It’s awesome. To have
Notre Dame fans cheer for
you is unreal, really,”
Villarreal said.

Contact Fran Tolan at

‘ftolan@nd.edu

LAFAYETTE SQUARE

3-5 Bedroom Townhomes
$350 per month per person including free Internet

Now leasing for 2009 - 2010 school year
(574)234-2436

Knamer ﬂ/wfz%&a

www.kramerhouses.com

N@ » l is a truly unigue dining and drinking experience |

featuring a creative blend of culinary delights with a delicate touch of
Asian flavors in an exciting yet intimate setting. Also come and enjoy
our stylish and contemparary fusion martini b

i and recein Btk

5 off on your

Club ROMR

118 North Wichigan Street
Downtown Southbend
574.231.4959 | CiybNOMA com

next visit.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Islamic group agrees to truce

CAIRO — The deputy leader of Hamas said
Thursday night that the Islamic militant group
agreed to an 18-month truce with Israel for
the Gaza Strip, the official Egyptian news
agency reported.

Moussa Abu Marzouk told MENA that
Egypt’s government, which has been mediat-
ing between Hamas and Israel, would
announce the truce in two days after consult-
ing with other Palestinian factions.

In Jerusalem, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s
office said the Israeli government had no com-
ment on the report.

Earlier in the day, Egyptian and-Hamas offi-
cials reported progress in truce talks, which
included Hamas' strongman from Gaza,
Mahmoud Zahar, and Egypt's top mediator,
intelligence chief Omar Suleiman.

Pakistan admits tq link with attacks

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan acknowledged the
Mumbai attacks were partly plotted on its soil
and announced criminal proceedings against
eight suspects, including three alleged ringlead-
ers, in a sign it is heeding U.S. and Indian
demands to punish those responsible for the
deaths of 164 people.

India called Thursday’s announcement a
“pusitive development” and the news was wel-
comed by Washington, which had feared ten-
sions the attacks triggered between the
nuclear-armed neighbors would distract
Pakistan from its struggle against the Taliban
and al-Qaida. .

“I want to assure the international communi-
ty, | want to assure all those who have been vic-
tims of terrorism, that we mean business,”
Interior Ministry chief Rehman Malik said at a
news conference, while holding up a copy of the
findings that were later handed over to India.

NATIONAL NEWS

Inspection costs five their lives

DALLAS — Fire officials failed to identify
serious safety concerns, including a lack of
smoke detectors and proper exits, when they
inspected an east Texas homeless shelter
where five men later died in a fire, according
to records obtained by The Associated Press.

“Looks OK” was the only thing written on
one report prepared after an April 2005
inspection, one of the documents provided by
the city of Paris in response to the AP’s request
under the Texas Public Information Act.

None of the five inspections conducted in the
10 years before the Jan. 5 fire was by a state-
certified fire inspector, and all failed to notice
that the facility lacked the basic safety require-
ments for overnight occupancy. Dozens of men
lived amid containers of used clothing and
other highly flammable material.

Peanut plant orders recall

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas has ordered a recall
of all products ever shipped from a now-closed
Peanut Corp. of America plant in Plainview
amid a nationwide salmefiella outbreak.

The order came Thursday evening from the
Department of State Health Services. The
agency says “dead rodents, rodent excrement
and bird feathers” were discovered
Wednesday in a crawl space above a produc-
tion area.

A state inspection also found that. the unit’s
air handling system was pulling debris from
the infested crawl space into production areas.

Judge pleads not guilty to bribery

DeLaughter charged with five federal counts including conspiracy and mail fraud

Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — A
judge known for success-
fully prosecuting a white
supremacist decades after
a civil rights-era killing
pleaded not ‘guilty
Thursday to five federal
charges in an unrelated
judicial bribery scheme
that has snaréd some of
the state’s wealthiest
altorneys.

Mississippi Circuit Judge
Bobby DeLaughter was
influenced with a promise
that former U.S. Sen.
Trent Lott would help him
get appointed Lo the feder-
al bench, according to an
eight-page indictment
unsealed Thursday. Lott
has not been accused of
wrongdoing. .

DelLaughter, a judge in
Hinds County, which
includes Jackson, is
charged with conspiracy,
mail fraud and obstruc-
tion. His arraignment in
U.S. District Court in
Oxford came just two days
after Lott's brother-in-law,
noted anti-tobacco attor-
ney Richard “Dickie”
Scruggs, pleaded guilty to
mail fraud charges.

DelLaughter’s attorney
did not immediately
respond to a message from

The Associated Press. a hard

DeLaughter presided

DeLaughter case. A plea

look at the
Scruggs

communicated with the
legal

AP

Former trial lawyer Richard Scruggs, center, is escorted out of the U.S. District Courthouse
in Aberdeen Miss., by U.S. Deputy Marshals Scotty Peters, left, and Neal Cruse, right.

ed $1 million to Peters to

team help persuade DeLaughter

over a bitter dispute
among Scruggs and other
lawyers over millions of
dollars in fees from
asbestos litigation.

Scruggs, a chief archi-
tect of the multibillion-dol-
lar tobacco settlements of
the 1990s, has admitted
he was involved in a
scheme to entice
DeLaughter to rule in his
favor by promising he’d be
appointed to the federal
bench. Lott talked to
DeLaughter but ultimately
recommended someone
else for the job.

Scruggs was already
serving five years for con-
spiring to bribe a north
Mississippi judge when
investigators began taking

deal in which Scruggs
admitted trying to influ-
ence DeLaughter added
two years to. Scruggs’ sen-
tence Tuesday.
Prosecutors say Scruggs
and his associates exploit-

‘ed DeLaughter’s weak-

nesses: his relationship
with his mentor, former
Hinds County District
Attorney Ed Peters, and
his desire to be a federal
judge.

Scruggs and the others
hired Peters, DeLaughter’s
old boss and close friend,
to influence him behind
the scenes, according to
the indictment. .

From August 2005 to
August 2006, DeLaughter
“secretly and corruptly

through Ed Peters, afford-
ing them a unique and
valuable opportunity to
foresee and attempt to
influence his rulings,” the
indictment says.

Others allegedly involved
in the scheme are former
Mississippi Auditor Steve

Patterson and two dis-

barred attorneys, Joey
Langston and Timothy
Balducci.

Langston also has plead-
ed guilty to trying to influ-
ence DeLaughter on
Scruggs’ behalf. Balducci
and Patterson pleaded
guilty to conspiring to
bribe a different judge and
have been cooperating in
the investigation.

Langston said he direct-

to rule in Scruggs’ favor.
The government has
seized $425,000 from
Peters, which is all they
say is left after taxes and
stock market losses. Peters
has not been charged and
has not returned calls for
comment.

DeLaughter was once an
assistant district attorney
under Peters. They made
headlines in 1994 by suc-
cessfully prosecuting
Byron de la Beckwith for
the 1963 assassination of
Mississippi civil rights
leader Medgar Evers. The
case was portrayed in the
1996 movie “Ghosts of
Mississippi” and
DeLaughter wrote a book
about the trial.

~
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Rebels send victims as a warning

LocaL NEws

»

Man guilty of murder after 24 years

CROWN POINT, Ind. — A man extradited
from California to Indiana pleaded guilty
but mentally ill Thursday to raping and
murdering a Gary woman 24 years ago.

Mark Erler, 48, did not have a plea
agreement with prosecutors. He pleaded
guilty butl mentally ill to charges of murder
and murder in the perpetration of rape in
the death of 22-year-old Linda Bennitt. Her
body was found May 5, 1984, at Riley
School in Gary. Her throat was slashed, she
had been stabbed twice in the chest and
raped.

Associated Press

BANGADI, Congo — Rebels from the
Lord’s Resistance Army sent torture
victims — including a man whose back
was sliced with a machete — to warn
the people of this Congolese town they
would be next.

The town’s three policemen fled and
there was no response from the mili-
tary and U.N. peacekeepers to the
increasingly panicked pieas for help.
That’s when residents realized they
were on their own. ’

“We were sending warnings and
begging for help practically every day
for two weeks. And nothing hap-
pened,” said community leader
Nicolas Akoyo Efudha. “We finally
understood that we were abandoned

— in danger and without protection.”

So Akoyo called a town meeting and
told everyone to bring whatever
weapons they had: pre-World War 11
rifles, homemade shotguns, lances,
swords, machetes, hunting knives,
bows with sheaths of poisoned arrows.

The women came armed with
kitchen knives and log-sized wooden
pestles used to pound yams into flour.

Since then, the residents of Bangadi
have successfully driven off two
attacks by the Ugandan rebels, who
have killed at least 900 people in this
remote northeastern corner of Congo
over the past seven weeks.

News of Bangadi’s success — and
the lack of military protection — have
spurred hundreds of villages to form
self-defense groups, according to Avril

Benoit, a spokeswoman for Medecins
Sans Frontieres.

The ragtag groups are filling a secu-
rity vacuum as Congo tries to recover
from back-to-back civil wars that dev-
astated the Central African nation over
nearly a decade.

Aid workers and human rights
activists are watching the phenome-
non with trepidation. In a part of
Congo with dozens of militias and
rebels, they fear these self-defense
groups could transform into a menac-
ing force.

Congo’s army, cobbled together from
various rebel groups and the defeated
troops of ousted dictator Mobutu Sese
Seko, has never been cohesive and has
suffered repeated defeats at the hands
of the rebels. '
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Flowers

continued from page 1

the managers have put posters
up around campus and have
placed paper tents on the
tables in both dining halls on
campus. They also used the
electronic signs in LaFortune.

Irish Gardens has set up a
table on the main floor of
LaFortune where students can
place orders. If the students
have specific questions, they
are redirected downstairs to
the actual store.

“The surge in business that
we see during Valentine’s Day
is a great opportunity for us to
let everyone on campus know
that we are around throughout
the school year, not just for the
holidays,” Julien said.

There are a variety of
options offered by the store,
including special bouquets that
were created by the student
managers.

Julien’s bouquet is called the
“MK Bougquet.” It contains
stock flowers, which are differ-
ent types of wildflowers, snap-
dragons, roses, alstroemeria
and gerbera.

“I wanted to create a bou-
quet that was both beautiful
and reasonable,” Julien said.

“This combination of flowers
makes that possible.”

Maloney also created a bou-
quet for Valentine’s Day called
the “Mystical Mythical
Michelle.” This bouquet is sim-
ple, but elegant containing
three stock flowers and three
roses.

Maloney and Julien agreed
that their mosi popular flower
has been the red rose. They
said that they have also been
selling large numbers of
daisies.

Irish Gardens also has a
number of add-ins to accom-
pany the bouquets.

“We have botlh latex and
Mylar balloons, stuffed ani-
mals, and lollipops,” Julien
said. “This year we have also
added an assortment of candy
bars that buyers can choose
from.”

The student managers said
they have seen a steady flow of
traffic all week, but expect the
biggest rush to come on
Saturday.

“We will probably be up all
night Friday making pre-
orders so that on Saturday we
can solely focus on completing
the orders that come in that
day,” Maloney said.

Contact Liz O’Donnell at
eodonnel@nd.edu

Donation

continued from page 1

to when this economy is going
to come back,” he said, which
has affected giving.

The University is currently in

“preferred charity” for most
donors.

But he was cautious about
predicting whether the situa-
tion would improve or not.

“We're fairly early into this
downturn,” he said. “No one
knows how much worse will it
get and how much longer will it
go.”

A new survey by the 